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Cal State LA student wants to be
an astronaut, but first he'll serve
as an officer in the U.S. Marines

ohn Griffith has been reaching for

the stars since before he can re-
mcmber.

At just 19 ycars old, he is graduat-
ing this month from California State
University, Los Angeles and will be
on his way to becoming an officer in
the United States Marine Corps, His
ultimate goal is to become an astro-
naut and to cxplore the vast unknown.

“Earth is nothing comparcd to the
billion-light-ycar cxpansc of black-
ness above our heads,™ Griffith says.
“But I don’t scc that as a rcason for
accepting insignificance. I scc a chal-
lenge.”

Griffith rocketed straight from mid-
dle school to Cal State LA through
the University's Early Entrance Pro-
gram (EEP), which is a uniquc op-
portunity that allows gificd students
as young as 11 to caroll in college.
Though he was only 14 at the time,
Griffith says it wasn’t an overwhelm-
ing expericnce for him. The program,
which is offered by the Honors Col-
lege, provided a supportive caviron-
ment. He cxcelled as he had donc in
middlc school.

“The only difference was the
material.”

Military scrvice runs in the Griffith
family. His father, uncles, grandfa-
ther, and great grandfather all served.
Griffith’s father was a Marinc attack
helicopter pilot during Desert Storm,
and his grandfather was an Air Force
communications officer stationed in a
top-sceret outpost in Laos during the
Victnam War, he says.
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Griffith “displays a maturity and
scnsc of sclf-awarcness beyond his
years,” says Capt Edison Feisal,
Grifith’s Officer Sclection Officer
(0S0).

Griffith says his maturity is a re-
flection of his parcnts and the way
he was raised. His father, now retired
from the Marincs, works in his own
law officc as an aviation and spacc-
flight attomcy. His mother works in
her husband’s office and at the 2nd
District Court of Appcals. She also
owns a talent agency.

“They raised me to...carry mysclf
in a dignified and professional way,
which convenicntly the Marine Corps
rcally cmphasizes,” Griffith says.

Griflith has alrcady graduated
from Marinc Corps Officer Candi-
dates School, a 10-weck program he
complcted during summer break in
Quantico, Va. Candidates go through
a scrics of cvaluations of academic
ability, physical fitness, and lcader-
ship skills. Griffith says it was a hum-
bling experience. He leamed how he
responds to pressure and how he can
make mistakes he wouldn’t ordinar-
ily make.

When he first started the applica-
tion for thc Marinc Corps, Griffith
says he was “by no mcans qualificd.”
He wasn’t physically prepared for the
training required by the Marincs. But
he pushed

himself to get in better shape and
gain weight. He is now an avid hiker
and has scaled Mt. Baldy twice.

§ATTO0

o

~ -
oo &t Vegas® Only Seheel
" Tuition is 100% covered for
disabled veterans who qualify for the
V| Chapter 31 Vocational Rehabilitation
= T».._program through the VA!

PPLY
%ODAY

www.instituteofmoderntattooing.com

After he completes his mechani-
cal cngincering degree at Cal State
LA, Griffith will bc commissioncd
as a sccond licutenant and return to

Quantico for six months of Basic
School. From there, he will attend
flight school in Pensacola to become
a naval aviator.

“Bascd on his character and drive, 1
can forcsce John achicving a myriad
of things,” Fcisal says. “His determi-
nation and dedication for cxcellence,
combined with keen competition he
will face within our organization,
will sct the stage for him to assumc
roles of greater responsibilitics and
rcach higher levels of lcadership.™

Griffith will usc his military carcer
to cventually launch his space flight
carcer. He has long-dreamed of be-
coming an astronaut. His mother
worked in the casting department for
Apollo 13, which became onc of his
favoritc movics and further inspired
him to pursuc a carcer in spacc flight.

While in middle school, Griffith
reccived a tour of SpaccX from a
family friecnd who worked with the
acrospace manufacturcr. Awed and
inspircd, he built up his ré&sumé over
the next fow ycars, working with Par-
agon Spacc Development Corpora-
tion when he was 16 and building his
own projects. He and a friend built a
weather balloon and conducted ex-
periments.

“It went up to 100,000 fect,”
Gniffith recalls. “We got some pretty
good photos out of it.”

All of his work paid off when he
reecived his dream internship with
SpaceX. He was fortunatc cnough
to work with thc company two sum-
mers in a row. He printed 3D plastic
avionics boxcs and hooked them up
to hardware or clectrical lincs to test

them out. He also analyzed workflow
on composite pressurce tanks that held
high pressurce helium; he identified
any bottlenccks and worked them out
with thc manufacturing tcams.

“I couldn’t work on anything that
flew up in spacc, unfortunatcly,”
Griffith recalls. “But it was a pretty
fun summer.”

Griffith rotums to his middle
school almost cvery ycar to nun a
rocket workshop for cighth graders.
The students build rockets over the
course of a few days and launch them
from the school’s bascball diamond.
Griffith says it’s been a successful
program that tcaches the fundamen-
tals of Ncwton’s laws and allows the
kids to be creative,

“It’s a fun project, and I enjoy

running it every year.”

He muns the workshop with cighth
grade scicnce teacher Simon Con-
stantinides.

Says Constantinides: “I have been
a classroom teacher for 20 ycars and
1 would have to ratc John as onc of
my most creative students who has
a knack and intcrest in cxtraordinary
and unique idcas and approaches to
design and cngincering... I belicve
[John] will have a very successful
future and will achicve his goals be-
cause of his work cthic and the belicf
that nothing is given, it is camed.™

Griffith says he'd be in a totally dif-
ferent position than where he is now
without the University.

Becausc of the Early Entrance Pro-
gram, Griffith is on track to accom-
plish his goals at a younger age than
most pcople.

Being the youngest person in a lot
of situations makcs him stand out—
for better and for worsc,

“You get on the radar of recruiters
and people you want to know you,™
he cxplains. “But it makes it a littlc
harder for other people to relate to
you since your cxpericnces arc dif-
ferent.”

Through the difficult moments
when he worried about  grades,
Griffith says hc never considered
quitting. Whencver those feclings oc-
cur, he always picks himself up and
pushcs forward toward his goal.

“1 think a lot of pcoplc would be
surpriscd by how far ambition and
drive can carry you,” he says,



