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The “Holy Grail” of Cal State Los Angeles- Special Collections & Archives  

 

 
 Special Collections and Archives, 1995 
 Cal State LA website 
Unknown Photographer 
Color Photograph 

Special Collections and Archives 

October 2021 

Nayedka Barreras 

Color Photograph  

 

 

In 1956 the Cal State LA University Library opened and became part of the Federal 

Depository Library Program. As the library received more and more collections, the 

Special Collections and Archives Unit was officially established in the 1980s. In 2013 it 

opened its doors to host primary sources in-class sessions, curate exhibitions, and 

provide resources for students. The two photographs can clearly depict the changes 

and transitions the Special Collections and Archives Unit has undergone to adapt to 

modern technology. Although the valuable documents and collections the unit holds do 

not change, the way they can be accessible to people do. The unit has progressed into 

digitization to meet the needs of students and others. One can see the changes based 

on the present picture; the room has more open space for those who are visiting to fully 

engage in research and appreciate the rarities that Special Collections and Archives 

has to offer. 
 

 



 

State college feature, 24 September 1958. Los Angeles State College air views; 24 
September 1958.'Photographer: Sandusky. 'Pilot Mel Lind, Lind Flight Service''. 7 negs: 
L.A.S.C campus'(Photo by Los Angeles Examiner/USC Libraries/Corbis via Getty Images)  

 
Google Maps. “Screenshot of California State University, Los Angeles” Accessed October 
4, 2021. Maps.google.com 



The Growth of CSULA for Education 
 
Founded in 1947 as Los Angeles State College, it was located in the Los Angeles 
Community College campus, but the fall of 1958 it would move to its new location off 
the 10 freeway and Eastern Ave. 
In the first photograph, we can also see the first ten building as well as an ever-
congested parking in the west, residential areas in the north, undeveloped land in the 
east, and the 10 freeway to the south.  
In the second photo, we see the growth after 63 years, to the west, parking structures, 
Salazar Hall, and the Math and Science School. To the North, the Los Angeles County 
High School, dorms, dining commons, and parking structures. To the east, the 710 
freeway, and to the south the only exception, the 10 freeway.  
As seen above, as the importance of education increased as did CSULA.  
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
King Hall         Music Hall 
Circa 1970         September 2021 
Author Unknown        Harrison Lam 
Being Here: An Autobiography of California     Color Photograph 
State University, Los Angeles 
Black-and-White Photograph 

 
Cal State LA as a Commuter School 
The first picture from the 1970s captures a side view of Martin Luther King Memorial Hall at night while the second picture from 2021 captures the 
rear entrance of the Music Hall. From these two pictures, we see the grounds at California State University, Los Angeles at night that show how the 
university is a commuter school with many students taking classes throughout the day and into the night. Both pictures show well-lit hallways in the 
darker hours on the university. As a commuter school, many students attended classes on campus and left afterwards for various purposes like work 
or familial responsibilities. The second picture was taken during the COVID-19 pandemic as the university opened after a year and a half of being 
fully online. Looking at the first picture, can you spot any students and about how many? What about in the second picture? Based on these pictures, 
do you think that learning is still taking place on the campus even in the darker hours? 



Original Administration Building on shared 
LA City College campus. 
Photograph from Cal State La. class of 
1952 Yearbook 
Photographer unknown 
Cal State LA Archives department  

Current Administration Building  
Photograph taken by Andrea 
Lupercio  
Date October 5th, 2021  
 

Tall straight edges administers where a dome 
and arches once did.  

Cal State L.A. has been developing since 
its opening in 1947 when it shared the campus 
with L.A. City College until 1954. Shown here 
are both administration buildings separated by 
time. What similarities do they share? In 
analyzing the current building on the left, the 
architecture seems more modern and efficient. 
While the original building displayed on the 
right has a dome, with arches as is aesthetics 
were more in play. As California building codes 
change prone to earthquakes. We ask was this 
the reason for change in architecture. What 
other modernizations are yet to come due to 
new building developments? Cal State L.A. is an 
example of adaptability when it comes to 
codes, safety, and efficiency.  

 

 



John Marot 

 

Protest outside of the Student Union 
Circa 1970. 
Author Unknown 
Being Here: An Autobiography of California State University, Los Angeles. Los Angeles: The 
University, 1987. Pg. 102. 
Black-and-White Photograph 
 



 

The Student Union at Night 
September 28, 2021 
John Marot 
Color Photograph 
 
If there is anything representative of student life on the campus of Cal State LA, it is the Student 
Union building. The building houses the offices for various school clubs and organizations, like 
the Black Student Union, MEChA, and SQE. It should be no surprise, given its long history of 
facilitating student engagement, that the Student Union has also been a focal point of activism 
among those enrolled. Events that have roiled the country, including the Vietnam War, have 
been protested in front of its doors, as can be seen in the first photograph. Today, this activism 
has changed considerably, shifting online, the pandemic being one reason. Although the second 
photograph shows no one present, it should not be taken as a reflection of what takes place inside 
and out, as it was taken at night. Organizations on campus remain politically engaged from 
within the walls of this building. So, what would you do while visiting? You can learn more by 
going on calstatelausu.org. 
 

 



 

  
Student Union 
Circa 1978 
Author Unknown  
“Student Life” in 1976 Cal State LA Yearbook  

 
Cross-Cultural Center in Student Union  
October 2021 
Katering Mejia  
 
The Student Union has changed over the years, from just being a space that students could use to 
study to a place where students from different backgrounds and cultures can find a safe space to 
create community with one another. As seen in the first picture the community on campus looks 



quite homogenous and just centered in academics with no reference to other cultures. Nowadays, 
the student body and campus administration try to promote students to go visit the Cross-Cultural 
Center and try to get to know other people within the campus community. The colored photo 
shows the progress that the school has made towards making students' campus experience more 
inclusive. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



**Yarisel Ocampo 

Student life, California State University Yearbook, 1978 John F Kennedy Memorial Library. 

Black and white medium.    

 

 

Ocampo, Yarisel. October 2021 John F. Kennedy Memorial Library. Colored medium. 

 

 

 



Path Toward Higher Education 

It was a different age. This library is dedicated to the 35th president of the United States, John F. 

Kennedy, by California State College, today is known as California State University Los 

Angeles. On the walkway of the Kennedy Memorial Library, these two pictures depict student 

life on campus. The pictures have been taken at different angles in different eras, yet the most 

striking similarity you'll notice is the people. All dressed differently and appeared to be from 

diverse walks of life, yet their common aim was to get a degree. The memorial library may have 

a varied appearance, but the ideas are the same. For everyone with interest at Cal State LA, the 

university library has a collection of thousands of books and DVDs. The Special Collections and 

Archives area is in the library and is dedicated to preserving and storing Los Angeles history. 

Students at Cal State La continue to utilize the same library, whether it's been a decade or a 

week. 

 

 



Angel Rivas

Professor Endy

HIST 4900

26 October 2021

Photo Assignment Final Version - Misc #15

__________________________________________________________________

a moment of solitude on a sunny day

Cal State LA c. 1969-1973

Special Collections and Archives

Photo B&W

Photographer: Unknown

__________________________________________________________________



a student pedestrian in transit

Cal State LA, 2021

Photo B&W

Photographer: Angel Rivas

__________________________________________________________________

Within a city defined by busy highways and a buzzing social scene, where do you go to gather
your thoughts? Maybe among the trees...The first photo is one among a collection documenting a
period of intense student activism at the university in the early 1970s, yet as images of protest
and congregation prevail this one remains distinct for its depiction of a student set apart from the
main scene. In the second photo, a student arrives on campus and takes a path en route to
—class? Friends? A quiet library corner? Whatever the internal monologue, students finding
brief solitude among green space has consistently allowed for a period of introspection and calm
before entering back into the academic and social discourse.



Mike Schmidt  

10/23/21 

Endy  

Hist 4900  

Photo Assignment (Confucius) 

(2005)                                 (Michael Schmidt 2021) 

 

Confucius at Cal State LA  

In 1987 The Chinese republic state of Taiwan gave a gift of a Confucius statue to Cal State Los Angeles. In 
the summer of 2005 Cal state Los Angeles moved the confusion statue to where it stands now in the 
grass in front of the Playhouse. Confucius was a Chinese philosopher who thought all people could 
benefit from a life of learning, teaching and a moral outlook. Confucius was also a teacher whose ideas 
of knowledge would become a philosophy not only in China but everywhere around the world for 
thousands of years after his death. The statute at Cal State LA states that you are to “Acquire knowledge 
patiently, teach others unceasingly” and “Among truly educated persons there is no discrimination”. 
These are very important words for Cal State La students because Cal State La is a very popular school to 
become a teacher. The other quote is just as strong saying that in a mostly minority school your race 
does not matter if you are educated, And I believe that all Cal State La students in body what this statue 
says. 

 


