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Alumna is a new name in adventure

Cotsen grant helps student chase down her dream in Belize, Antigua—and finally
the Sudan

— R
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Working for nearly two months along the east bank of the Nile was a dream come
true for anthropology alumna Idi Okilo ‘10 MA.

"It was the most amazing thing I had ever done,” Okilo said this spring, just
weeks after returning from a research expedition to the tiny village of Tombos in
Northern Sudan.

Okilo, through the assistance of a Cotsen Grant in Cal State L.A.’s Department of
Anthropology, was invited by University of California, Santa Barbara Professor
and Egyptologist Stuart Smith to join a joint Egyptological expedition with Purdue
University. While there, she said, they excavated an Egyptian/Nubian cemetery,
unearthed an ancient pyramid and interacted with dozens of villagers to learn
about their daily lives, customs and ancestors.

"1 went there and automatically felt as if I had gone home,” said Okilo, who is
originally from a remote village in Nigeria. *“When I was around the villagers
without the rest of the team, they treated me as if I was one of them. I could not
believe that I could be in another country and have it feel so much like my native
country. It was familiar and alien at the same time.”

Okilo’s dream of venturing to the Nile was a long time coming—and the perfect
culmination to the education and exposure she received while studying
anthropology at Cal State L.A.

"I have been really fortunate,” she said. “I have had the opportunity to follow my
far-fetched dream, and to learn about anthropology, and to take part in field work
because of Cal State L.A, Dr. James Brady and many of the donors that support
the University.”

Her desire to visit Northern Africa, study Egyptology, and more particularly,






Idi Okilo '10 MA surveys a tumulus, or a Nubian grave site, in an ancient cemetery in
the village of Tombos.









