
   
 

Project Vesta is a USA-based company and research organization with a mission to remove billions of 

tons of excess atmospheric carbon dioxide through Coastal Enhanced Weathering(CEW) of olivine. 

Enhanced weathering is a nature-based negative emission approach that accelerates the weathering rate 

of naturally occurring silicate minerals. When ground to the size of beach sand, olivine weathers 

thousands of times faster than would naturally occur in ultramafic rocks, leading to significant CO2 

sequestration from the atmosphere on human timescales. We are conducting laboratory, mesocosm, and 

pilot experiments at locations across the USA and internationally to determine if CEW can be a safe, 

effective, and affordable means of permanently sequestering excess atmospheric CO2. 

 
Job Description 

 
Project Vesta is searching for one or more summer research interns to support an ocean alkalinity 

experiment taking place at the Southern California Marine Institute (SCMI) located at 820 S Seaside Ave, 

San Pedro, CA 90731. These candidates must be able to work daily at SCMI with Project Vesta scientists 

where they will be conducting a range of research activities and tasks.  

 

The selected candidates will support a large 

microcosm experiment. Tasks will include, 

but are not limited to: sampling seawater, 

sampling sediment, conducting microscopy, 

micro-profiling, sample sorting, post-

processing, gathering and curating data, 

literature review, and generally assisting in 

the day-to-day science-related work.  

 
We see the ideal candidate as having a “no 

task too small” mentality. The most 

important attributes we are seeking in the 

ideal candidate is being a motivated 

problem-solver, eager to learn new things, 

and works well as part of a team. We are interested in candidates that can work either part-time or full-

time from mid-June until mid-September. Dates can be flexible and work can move into part-time as the 

school year begins. During the summer, depending on the tasks, days may start early and continue until 

late.  

 

The ideal candidate can easily fulfill the responsibilities of this position described above and has the 

following qualities and experience: 
 
Personal 

• A deep sense of dedication to combating the climate crisis. 

• Ability and passion to learn quickly and solve challenges independently and creatively. 

• A commitment to harmonious and productive collaboration. 

• Professionalism under all circumstances. 

• Meticulous attention to detail in planning and procedure. 

• Enthusiasm for the Project Vesta mission and ethos. 

• Dedication to fair and equitable treatment of all individuals on the team. 

• Excitement and enthusiasm to assist in meeting the challenges of running a first-of-a-kind field 

pilot experiment, including developing relevant protocols and methods as required. 



   
 
Minimum Qualifications 

• Independent thinking and working style 

• Hands-on, problem-solving attitude 

• Team player, or willingness (to learn) to become one  

• Proficiency in MS Office, Google docs, and databases for data entry and reporting 

• Skill in the use of computer spreadsheet and/or database applications in the compilation of 

research data 

• Ability to maintain safety and quality control standards. 

• Curious to learn about marine environmental research, ecology, geochemistry and/or climate 

change mitigation  

• Proven / Strong interest in the biological and/or earth sciences, conservation and/or climate 

change  

 

Desirable Qualifications 

 
• Experience with the marine carbonate system 

• Field work, laboratory and/or data collection skills 

• Ability to understand and apply specified field and/or laboratory research procedures and 

protocols 

• Ability to evaluate, verify, and edit research data 

• Knowledge of planning and scheduling techniques. 

• Valid driver’s license 

 
Employment Terms 
 

 
• This is a paid internship with competitive hourly rates based on experience. 

  

 
For more information or to apply, please email sebastian@vesta.earth. Applications should consist 

of a single document or PDF file containing an (1) academic CV and/or professional resume, and (2) 

name and contact information of one reference. 
 
Equal Opportunity Employer: We celebrate diversity and demand equal opportunity employment. We are 

committed to building a team that represents a variety of backgrounds, perspectives, and skills- because 

reversing climate change is going to require a diverse and unprecedented workforce. The more inclusive 

we are, the better our work will be. 
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