Emeriti Retreat Has Been
Rescheduled!

The Emeriti Association executive
committee voted to postpone our re-
treat that was initially scheduled for
March 31, 2020. Please note the new
details below.

NEW DATE: October 27, 2022

LOCATION: The Ahmanson Class-
room at The Huntington Library, Art
Museum, and Botanical Gardens

TIME: 9:00 a.m. — 2:30 p.m.

Admission to the Gardens, Coffee
Service, Continental Breakfast, and
Box Lunches, are ALL INCLUDED,
courtesy of the Emeriti Association.

At 2:30, optional tours and cultural
activities, followed by a wine and
beer gathering.
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2021-22 Emeriti Awards Presented at Virtual Event
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Top row (l. to r.): Emeriti Association president José Galvan, presenter Dorothy Keane, and student Jeffrey Rosa
Figueroa. Second row: student Bliss Taffolla-Aguirre, presenter Deborah Schaeffer, and event support Christina
Gubala. Third row: Institutional Advancement executive director Maria Magolske, and students Muhammad
lkram and Camille Jacob. Fourth row: students Sandra Hernandez Andrade and Brendan Ly, and provost and
executive vice president José A. Gémez. Fifth row: Students Emeline Beltran, Yasmeen Al-Kayed, and Eileen
Prieto. Sixth row: Student Fernando Jauregui, Fellowship Committee chair Alfredo Gonzalez, and student Char-
lene Mae Borneo. Bottom row: Student Melina Rodriguez and Institutional Advancement event administrator
James Cuaresma. The names, fields of study, and information about each of the recipients can be found in the
Fall 2021 issue of The Emeritimes. When COVID conditions permit, the recognition event will resume as an
in-person event at an Emeriti Association luncheon on campus.
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President’s Message

When you’re in your 70s (where I am now) or
80s (which is not too far off for me), you know
from articles you’ve read, and you feel in your
bones, that you have less time to recover from
and redeem any mistakes you may make from
here on out. You have fewer opportunities for do-
overs. You also understand, from experience, the
costs that come from making those choices: how
their effects can last for years and even reverber-
ate across decades. That lesson comes only from
having been alive a good long while, and it’s not
an easy one to embrace fully. We sometimes call it
wisdom, and wisdom is tempered by experience.

Did I retire too early? Or was I too late? Should
I move closer to where my children live? Or
should I encourage their independence? Is it wise
to sell my home now, or would it be better to wait
for another market uptick? We make decisions at
certain points in time, and then we brace ourselves
for the consequences, whatever they may be.

If I’ve made the right decision, I rest easy. But
if I’'ve made the wrong choice, I will pay a price,
and, given our advanced age, we may not be able
to recover fully the time and energy invested in
our error. However, time teaches us something
else as well: There’s an even steeper price we pay
by putting off making any decision at all, because
indecision freezes you in place so that you’re not
on any path at all. In other words, if you choose
not to act, you’ve squandered more than time
and energy. You've squandered your agency,
your will. You’ve surrendered the journey itself.

Pardon my plagiaristic license, but I must now
reveal that some of the words, and the points
made in the previous paragraphs, were borrowed
from a Frank Bruni column that appeared in The
New York Times on September 16, and which I
edited to read as though his words were my own
(most of the text is, actually, my own words).
I did this because I found his argument com-
pelling, which is why I chose to feature it here.

It seems to me that some decisions are easier
to make than others. I chose to receive the vac-
cine, | wear a mask in most settings, and I main-
tain safe distances from others. Those were easy
choices for me to make. But I began writing this
column in mid-September, when we faced the
option of changing health plans during the annual
open enrollment period, and I realized that Cal-
PERS had complicated our decisions because of
the changes they made in the plan options avail-
able to us as well as in premium amounts. When
you’ve had the same health plan for two or more
decades, and you’ve been well served by it, the
uncertainty that comes with changing health plans
naturally gives you pause. Here again, whatever
choice you make will impact your future health
options, hopefully for the better, but perhaps not.

At our age, we all live with the consequences
of decisions we either made or avoided making
early in life. Reflecting on my own experience,
as | was coming out of high school, I debated
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whether I might pursue mu-
sic as a career (after 12 years
of piano lessons and modest
success as a clarinetist in our
high school band, both of
which brought me immense
joy), but I chose journalism
instead because I also en-
joyed writing and felt 1 was
pretty good at it. Then, in my last semester as an
undergraduate, I enrolled in a linguistics class to
fulfill my last undergraduate elective requirement,
and that course convinced me that language and
linguistics were where I belonged. The draft and
Vietnam looming over all of our heads in those
days, I quickly applied to and was accepted into
a graduate program in linguistics, and that, as well
as a six-year stint in the Army National Guard, is
how my professional career as an academic began.

It turns out that those were all good choices
for me personally, but I have come to understand
that each of us who enters academia follows a
unique pathway that evolves as a result of choices
we make in our lives. Indeed, the hard reality is
that our choices will result in consequences, and
though as retirees some of us may wish that not
all of the choices we made were consequential,
alas, most of them were. Once again, [ turn to
personal experience to illustrate further this point.

I have struggled with maintaining my weight
for most of my adult life. Some may ascribe
that to genetics or to my cultural/environmental
upbringing, and I have relatives whose person-
al histories can support or refute either of these
explanations. However, the fact is that I have

See PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE, Page 13

Five New Emeriti
Join the Association

Five recently appointed emeriti have
joined the Emeriti Association.

ScoTT BOWMAN
(Life Emeritus Member)

RAMANI DURVASULA
(Life Emerita Member)

NANCY MCQUEEN
(Life Emerita Member)

MICHAEL SOLDATENKO
(Life Emeritus Member)

CONNIE UTTERBACK
(Life Emerita Member)

We welcome them and look forward to
their participation in Association activities.




Professional and
Personal

Costello L. Brown (Chemistry) is the recip-
ient of the 2021 Non-Fiction: Short Story award
from the International Afro-American Historical
and Genealogical Society (AAHGS) for his re-
cently published family memoir, Descendants
of a Foot-Warmer: Memories of a Rural Black
Southern Family. The AAHGS honors authors
whose books accurately examine and portray
African-ancestored family history and geneal-
ogy in a wide variety of genres, both fiction and
nonfiction, for adults and young readers. Its mis-
sion is to document and disseminate research
to all sectors of the American population on the
history, struggles, and contributions of Affi-
can Americans from Jamestown to the present.

Stanley Burstein (History) had an article pub-
lished, titled “The Black Sea as an Achaemenid
Frontier Zone,” in T. Daryee and R. Rollinger (eds.),
Iran and Its Histories from the Beginnings through
the Achaemenid Empire (Wiesbaden, 2021), pp.
369-378. He also appeared via WebEx as a guest
speaker in a graduate seminar in history at the Uni-
versity of Erfurt in Germany on January 12, 2022.

John Cleman (English) had his 1991 article,
“Irresistible Impulses: Edgar Allen Poe and the
Insanity Defense,” reprinted in Edgar Allan Poe
as Amateur Psychologist: A Companion Anthol-
ogy (2021), edited by Brett Zimmerman. The 15
essays in this collection provide a history of crit-
icism undergirding Zimmerman’s earlier book,
Edgar Allan Poe: Amateur Psychologist (2019).

Roy Liebman (Library) had his seventh book
on film history, The Ritz Brothers, published by
McFarland Publishing Company in June 2021.

Send information about your activities,
in Emeritimes format, to The Emeritimes in
care of the editor. We want to hear from you!

Three Faculty Members
Join Emeriti Ranks

Three recently retired faculty members
have been awarded emerita/emeritus status:

ScoTT BOWMAN
(History, 1997-2020)

RAMANI S. DURVASULA
(Psychology, 1999-2021)

JoAN C. FINGON
(Education, 2003-2021)

We congratulate them and hope to wel-
come them into the membership of the
Emeriti Association.

GERALD BEER

MARTIN BRODWIN
(Brodwin Family Fellowship in

Rehabilitation Counseling)

COSTELLO BROWN
(Costello Brown Scholarship/Fellowship)

HAROLD L. COHEN
(In Memory of Demetrius Margaziotis)

WILLIAM D. DARROUGH AND
ELENI PITSIOU-DARROUGH
(Bill Darrough, Eleni Pitsiou-

Darrough and Athena Fellowship)

NEENAH M. ESTRELLA-LUNA
(Vicente Zapata Undergraduate Scholarship)

JANET CAMERON FISHER-HOULT
(David Cameron Fisher Memorial
Scholarship/Fellowship)

(In Honor of Frieda Stahl)

2021 Emeriti Association Fellowship Fund Donors

Following is the list of donors to the Fellowship Fund for the last calendar year. Names in
parentheses show the person or fund commemorated by the corresponding donor. Donations
sent in December 2021 but processed in January 2022 will be acknowledged in 2022. However,
for individual tax purposes, either year may be used.

ALFREDO GONZALEZ

EVELYN B. GRANVLLE
MARGARET C. JEFFERSON
(David Cameron Fisher Memorial

Scholarship/Fellowship)

DOROTHY L. KEANE
(Roland Carpenter Memorial Fellowship)

DENNIS KIMURA

DEMETRIUS J. MARGAZIOTIS
(In Honor of Frieda Stahl)

DEBORAH L. SCHAEFFER
(Mary Gormly Memorial Fellowship)

DIANE VERNON

KENNETH A. WAGNER
(John L. Houk Memorial Fellowship)

VICENTE S. ZAPATA
(Vicente Zapata Undergraduate Scholarship)

Emeriti Association Soliciting Nominations for Officers

Emeriti Association president José L.
Galvan has appointed a Nominations Com-
mittee to select a slate of candidates for
officers of the Association for 2022-23.
The committee, which he chairs, consists
of Kathryn Reilly, Dorothy Keane, Patri-
cia Chin, and John Kirchner as members.

Prior to finalizing the slate for the elec-
tion, the committee is soliciting names of
individuals interested in serving in one of
the vacant offices. “We want to encour-
age members who are not currently mem-
bers of the executive committee to let us
know if they are interested in serving in
one of the open positions,” Galvan said.

Per the Association’s Bylaws, the Nomi-
nations Committee is required to present to
the membership at large a slate of candidates
for open offices by May 15. Along with this
slate, they will invite additional nominations
from any Association member. Any member
may submit additional nominations by noti-
fying the secretary and demonstrating that
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the nomination is supported by two other
members of the Association. These additional
nominations must be received by the secre-
tary at least one week prior to the election,
which must be held no later than June 14.

Four positions are open for election by the
entire Association membership: vice pres-
ident (president-elect), programs director,
membership director, and secretary. All these
positions are elected for two-year terms.

Five additional positions are open for elec-
tion by the executive committee: an Academ-
ic Senate representative, chair of the Lifelong
Learning Program Committee, a delegate to
the CSU Emeriti Faculty and Staff Associa-
tion (CSU-ERFSA) Council, and two mem-
bers-at-large of the executive committee.

If you wish to receive more information
about any of the open positions, or if you wish
to be considered for any office, you are encour-
aged to notify the Nominations Committee by
writing to emeriti.office@calstatela.edu, and
a member of the committee will contact you.



The Fulbright Experience in Retirement

By Ann Garry

When | was awarded a Fulbright teach-
ing fellowship for Japan for the Spring of
2007, I told my husband I could either take
a difference-in-pay leave, which would have
meant a hit of approximately $12,000, or
begin my participation in the Faculty Early
Retirement Program (FERP) and earn 150
percent of my salary. His response: “This
is a choice?” And so I began my FERP ear-
lier than I intended to, and we went off to
Tokyo. Six years later, we departed for an-
other Fulbright experience in Budapest.

We often think of Fulbright grants as
opportunities for the young, and rightful-
ly so. They can be a big boost in one’s ca-
reer, especially for graduate students and
scholars who need to be in a particular lo-
cation for their research. Nevertheless,
the values for senior scholars and for Ful-

versities in the heart of their capital cities.

At the University of Tokyo, I taught both
in philosophy (feminist epistemology and
metaphysics) and in North American studies
(a feminist theory seminar for graduate stu-
dents and an undergraduate course on femi-
nist and queer theory), on different campus-
es in the city. The Hongo campus where the
philosophy faculty is located looked as if it
had been transported from Germany in 1865,
except for the amazing gates that remained
from the Samurai family estate on whose land
they built the campus (well, there was also a
Starbucks that served matcha Frappuccinos).
The Komaba campus, which had begun as an
agricultural campus, had hundreds of beau-
tiful trees and plants, labeled, but the build-
ings looked like Cal State LA, complete with
colored earthquake reinforcements as in our

Courtesy of Ann Garry

At a pond on the Hongo campus with Ichinose sensei, one of Ann Garry’s faculty mentors and chair of the
philosophy faculty at the University of Tokyo. It is part of the old Samurai family estate.

bright go both ways. And, of course, grant
recipients receive as much as they give.

The grant category to which I applied
both times was a teaching fellowship titled
The American Experience. I’ll spare you
my critique of the word “the” in it. I main-
tained in my applications that philosophy,
especially of the feminist and later the “inter-
sectional feminist” variety, was an important
part of American Experience that was worth
sharing. Both in Japan in 2007 and in Hun-
gary in 2013-14, I taught in broad interdis-
ciplinary programs at old, prestigious uni-

Administration building. The University’s
medical research campus was in a very fancy
neighborhood, Shiroganedai, where they had
also built an International Lodge for visiting
scholars. It was more like cheap public hous-
ing, but it gave us wonderful neighbors from
around the world plus a concierge to teach us,
for example, that you buy theater tickets and
pay utility bills at the 7-11 down the block.

Because theiracademic yearstarts in spring
term, I got to experience official academic
events, complete with long speeches as well
as toasts. I learned that one does not even take
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a tiny sip or eat one cracker or chip before the
toasts. We were able to attend many official as
well as informal social events hosted by var-
ious faculties (departments). Although I was
told I could bring my husband, I realized at
some point that men didn’t bring their wives.
My colleagues and students were all terrific.

In Hungary, my appointment was at Eot-
vos Lorand University in a graduate program
in ethnic and minority studies that had an
English-language track. The students were
from all over Europe and beyond—even one
Californian with Hungarian parents. I taught
an update of the feminist/queer theory course
and an intersectionality theory seminar for
sociology Ph.D. students. As you might imag-
ine, ethnic and minority studies looks very
different in Hungary compared with Southern
California. By inviting me, they were trying
to expand their teaching of gender and sexu-
ality in all marginalized groups. I took the op-
portunity to try to understand the racialization
of the Roma in that part of Europe as well as
the meaning and implications of nationalism.

As in Japan, the physical surroundings
were different from my expectations. I envi-
sioned an office in an early 1900s building
with a dark wood café on the ground floor.
Had I taught in the humanities, I would have
had exactly that, two blocks from our ear-
ly-1900s apartment in Pest. But as part of
the social science faculty, I was on the new
science campus across the river in Buda that
could have been designed by California civ-
il servant architects. Again, faculty were
welcoming—Iluckily, because I shared an
office with the chair of Ethnic and Minority
Studies—and the students were enthusiastic.

Why take the trouble to apply for a Ful-
bright when you retire rather than simply
travel? Here’s a quick answer. You expe-
rience living there as residents rather than
as tourists, have built-in communities and
support, get to do work you enjoy that is
only as taxing as you’d like to make it,
make lasting friends, get fantastic support
from the Fulbright program staff, and learn
so much more than you ever expected. So
will anyone else you take along with you.

Even if Fulbright awards are not as
life-altering for us as for young people, the
variety of available professional and cultur-
al experiences enrich your life. I was invited
in both Japan and Hungary to give talks in
other departments as well as my own. One
experience that is especially poignant now
was a 2013 talk I gave in gender studies at
the Central European University in Budapest.

See THE FULBRIGHT EXPERIENCE, Page 5



I interacted with both students and faculty
and became friendly with several of them. In
2018, the Fidesz government of Viktor Orban
abolished gender studies completely in Hun-
gary. Shortly after that, the Central European
University itself, a graduate humanities and
social science university, moved most of its
programs to Vienna in order to continue to
exist with any kind of academic freedom.

In Japan, I was able work with a very
small group of feminist philosophers: one
each from Tokyo, Seoul, Taipei, and Hong
Kong. We worked together for the next few
years, presenting talks and panels for con-
ferences in Japan and Korea and becoming
friends. There are also many opportunities
to be very helpful to local scholars by con-
necting them with United States universi-
ties as visiting scholars or other residencies.

The cultural experiences are wonderful—
there’s not enough time to do all you want
to do. You are not on your own, though nat-
urally you often get in touch with friends of
friends and meet your neighbors, who become
friends. The Fulbright program looks after
you extremely well. The program in Japan is
much larger (and wealthier) than in Hunga-
ry, but in both locations they had extensive
orientations filled with important background
information and planned great cultural excur-
sions for us. In Japan, the excursions ranged
from a fancy reception by the American am-
bassador (a boring Texan, but it was worth
seeing the residence and learning to deal with
the high level of security) to an event host-
ed by the “captains of industry” (no, that was
not their self-identification, but many, many
corporate and government leaders in Japan
have had Fulbright awards and treat Fulbright
scholars, even feminist philosophers, with
great respect) to cultural trips out of town,
including home stays with local families.

Wherever Fulbright takes you, the guides
are the best around. In both Japan and Hun-
gary, we met with members of their legisla-
tures. In Hungary, I asked a member of Par-
liament from the Green Party how she dealt
with the kinds of laws the Fidesz party was
already passing. This was eight years ago
when their authoritarian government was
consolidating power. Her answer was that
her only hope is that the European Union
will declare each one unconstitutional. On
a lighter note, Hungarian Fulbright also
took us to sites of historical treaties during
a cruise on the Danube, the wine country
in the northeast, and a charming town that
had gone back and forth between Hungari-
an and Slovakian rule, among other places.

A few more words about the process of
choosing a location and applying. As a con-
temporary philosopher, I had no justifica-
tion to go someplace for archival research or
mathematical collaboration, hence my choice
to teach. Plus, honestly, I think younger peo-

Campus News

Administrative Departures

Emily Allen, dean of the College of En-
gineering, Computer Science, and Technolo-
gy, is retiring at the end of spring semester.
She has been a stalwart advocate for stu-
dents and faculty in STEM (science, tech-
nology, engineering, and mathematics) since
coming to Cal State LA in 2013. Under her
leadership, the college established an M.S.
program in materials science and engineer-
ing, a B.S. program in engineering technol-
ogy, and a minor in biomedical engineering.

Janet Schellhase Dial, vice president for
university advancement, is leaving Cal State
LA to become vice president for advancement
at the Greater Los Angeles Zoo Association.
The Emeriti Association has benefited great-
ly from her encouragement, support, and ex-
pressions of appreciation for its fundraising
efforts, as well as assistance from her and her
staff in developing the Association brochure
and producing two virtual events to honor
emeriti fellowship and scholarship recipients.

Outstanding Faculty Honored
at University Convocation

Seven Cal State LA faculty members were
recognized for excellence in teaching and out-
standing achievements at the fall University
Convocation on August 19. Two President’s
Distinguished Professor awards were present-
ed to previous Outstanding Professor Award
recipients, recognizing superlative teaching
and exceptional commitment to students,
as well as professional accomplishments.
This year’s recipients are Choi Chatterjee

(History) and John M. Kennedy (Music).

Chatterjee, chair of her department, has
created courses in Russian history, compar-
ative European history, Russian-American
relations, globalization, and food justice.
She has been a coordinator for the depart-
ment’s teacher preparation program and has
taught upper-division courses for the Honors
College. Her wide-ranging research inter-
ests have led to publications in the fields of
world history, Russian-American relations,
and transnational history. She has co-curat-
ed several art exhibitions, including one on
the centenary of the Russian Revolution,
which was displayed at Cal State LA in 2017.

Kennedy, whose specialization is mu-
sic composition, has developed and imple-
mented a cross-disciplinary music minor
program, creative studies in music. His
work to enhance the Cal State LA music
composition program has included regular
collaborations with the L.A. Philharmonic
and guest ensembles from the United States
and Europe, and he is active in advocating
for reform of the undergraduate music cur-
riculum nationwide. With an international
focus for his creative activity, he was a Ful-
bright Scholar at the University of Malta and
has given performances of original compo-
sitions in 15 countries on four continents.

The Outstanding Professor awards went
to Krishna Foster (Chemistry), co-direc-
tor of the MORE (Minority Opportunities
in Research) programs and director of the
National Institutes of Health-funded RISE
(Research Initiative for Scientific Enhance-

See CAMPUS NEWS, Page 14

ple should get the scarce research awards.
I’m often asked why I chose two countries
whose languages are so hard to learn. The
easy answer is that they’d let me teach in
English. I love learning languages but gear-
ing up to teach in one seemed to be too much
work. I chose countries that interested me
for reasons too elaborate to enumerate here.

Finally, let me note that one is a member
of the Fulbright community for life. After
returning home, I have stayed in touch with
Fulbright staff in Japan and Hungary, served
on review panels for Fulbright grants in the
United States, and participated in many lo-
cal Southern California events. Most local
events have involved very good food or ex-
cellent guides, and all have included meeting
extremely interesting students and scholars
who have Fulbright fellowships here in Los
Angeles. It’s truly been a gift that keeps on
giving—way beyond the gift of continuing
to receive emails in Hungarian and Japanese.
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Courtesy of Ann Garry

Inside a fancy café in Budapest with a Hungarian friend.



Profile

Walter Askin: Artist, Educator, Philosopher

By Ellen R. Stein

Emeritus professor of art Walter M.
Askin had been looking forward to being
interviewed in his studio for an Emeri-
times feature Profile before the pandem-
ic delayed that project. The following is a
tribute to his life that his wife Elise Doyle
says he would have liked, one that cele-
brates the work that Walter hoped would
speak for him for many years to come.

Last July, an exhibition, The Nature of
Sculpture II: The Arboretum Takes Flight,
opened at the Los Angeles County Arbore-
tum, with Walter Askin’s sculpture, Magic
Garden, on display there through February
2022. In anticipation of the 2022 Winter
Olympics, Hullabaloo in Winter, a solo show
of Walter’s winter olympic folio, was exhib-
ited at the St. George Art Museum in Utah
last summer. Walter also enjoyed artist col-
laborations, and the show Common Ground
has been traveling to various museums in
the United States since 2020. At 92, Walter’s
life was about art creation, installation, ex-
hibition, and discourse. His notebooks hold
ideas and images still waiting to be revealed.

A prolific painter, printmaker, sculptor,
and educator, Walter’s interest in art began
at a young age. As a young child, Walter
began drawing (without permission) within
the rose petal patterns in the wallpaper in
his house. He continued to draw, encour-
aged by the drawings his father brought
home from his job as a draftsman with the
City of Pasadena. There were always pa-
per and pencils and other supplies around
the house, and both he and his brother, who
became an architect, made use of them. In
kindergarten, Walter was impressed by the
fact that his first drawing, one of the Rose

favorite source for investigation along with
books and the studio art classroom, from
junior high through Pasadena City College
(PCC), where he studied with Leonard Ed-
mondson, who went on to teach at Cal State
LA for more than 20 years. On a lark, he and

Walter Askin stands in front of the Luckman Gallery next to the

notice of his solo exhibition in 2015.

fellow PCC art students submitted work to
the local San Gabriel Valley Show at the mu-
seum (now the Norton Simon), and to their
surprise, their work was accepted as part of
the show. He later rented space at the annual
Pasadena art fair outside City Hall and ex-
hibited his and his friends’ works. He said
he felt committed

Walter Askin’s Pasadena, a whimsical procession of playful characters marching
through his hometown, appeared in a Metro Art exhibition at Union Station in 2017.

Parade, made it up on the wall, and so he
continued to think of himself as an artist.

The “Blue Four” at the Pasadena Art Mu-
seum—Paul Klee, Lyonel Feininger, Alexei
Jawlensky, and Wassily Kandinsky—were a

to art after that.

After receiving
his A.A. degree
in 1949, Walter
earned his B.A.
and M.A. degrees
from UC Berke-
ley in 1951 and
1952, respective-
ly. He had his
first one-person
show at the De
Young Museum
while still a student. He continued graduate
studies at the Ruskin School of Art at Ox-
ford University, England.

In 1956, Walter began teaching at Cal
State LA until his retirement in 1992. He
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Courtesy of Walter Askin

taught Critical Theories in the Visual Arts;
Graduate Problems in Painting, Drawing, and
Sculpture; Advanced Drawing and Painting;
and Life Composition. He served on depart-
ment committees and on the Academic Sen-
ate. During that time, he was a visiting pro-
fessor at UC Berkeley, CSU Long
Beach, and the University of
Hawaii, and was adjunct profes-
sor at Arizona State University.

Walter served on the boards
of the Pasadena Art Museum,
Los Angeles Institute of Con-
temporary Art, and Baxter Art
Gallery of Caltech. He had nu-
merous studio residencies in the
United States and abroad and
continued working with students
at Caltech as a visiting artist up
until the start of the pandemic.

A recipient of the Outstanding
Professor Award in 1972, Wal-
ter’s honors also include being
named Artist of the Year by the
Pasadena Arts Council. In 1992,
he was interviewed for the Smith-
sonian’s Archives of American
Art Oral History Program, which
started in 1958 to document the
history of the visual arts in the
United States. The Walter Askin
papers are housed in the Archives
of American Art collection in
Washington, D.C. In 2012, he received a
Certificate of Congressional Recognition
from the U.S. House of Representatives.

Walter’s works have been exhibited ex-
tensively in the United States and all over
the world, including in Great Britain, Ja-
pan, Taiwan, Korea, India, Italy, Spain, the
Netherlands, Belgium, Denmark, Mexico,
and Canada. There have been one-person
shows at the Norton Simon Museum in his
native Pasadena, De Young Museum, San
Francisco Museum of Art, La Jolla Muse-
um of Art, Kauai Museum, National Gal-
lery of Art, Museum of Modern Art, and
numerous universities, galleries, and li-
braries. His work is in hundreds of collec-
tions, including the permanent collections
of the National Gallery, Norton Simon,
Albright-Knox Gallery, Princeton Univer-
sity Art Museum, Tate Gallery in London,
and Los Angeles County Museum of Art.

“There is an indescribable joy in creat-
ing images,” Walter once commented. “The
human species is an indefatigable creator
of stories, myths, values, beliefs, theories,
morals, laws, and religions. ... The primary

Courtesy of Elise Doyle



purpose is to expand my
imaginative life, and hope-
fully, through my work, the
imaginative lives of others.”

Walter has been a force
for the elevation and cele-
bration of humor in art. A
little satire, a little wit, a lit-
tle whimsy, a little absurdi-
ty, and some deep thought.
You might be reminded of
James Thurber, whom Wal-
ter much admired. He took
his art very seriously but
also poked fun at artists in
his 1984 book, Another Art
Book to Cross Off Your List,
a satire that “commemo-
rates exactly 8,971 years of
weird notions about artists.”

In 1989, as a result of
consultations at the first In-
ternational Conference on
Humor in Art in Missilac,
France, Walter and fellow Pasadena artist
Gerald Purdy founded the Visual Humor
Project in Old Town Pasadena. It aimed to
promote the advancement and understand-
ing of works of art that contain humor as
an essential ingredient and has brought to-
gether artists from around the world. Wal-
ter stated about his work, “... the real joy
as an artist is to create work filled with
delight, work that is more calm, more se-
rene, more alive, more playful, more en-
ergized, more focused, more directed and
more life filled for the time we’re here.”
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The sculpture Magic Garden in the Brachychiton Grove at the Arboretum, July 2021 to February 2022.

Walter had a significant impact on stu-
dents, and letters still keep arriving as they
hear the sad news. Even as a visiting profes-
sor at UC Berkeley for a year, he made a last-
ing impression. One former graduate stu-
dent, who remembered Berkeley’s studio art
program as “rather somber,” writes, “Wal-
ter changed all that. ... Color lit his every
corner. ... His comments about work were
perceptive and encouraging, accompanied
by respect, wisdom, and wit. ... Hanging out
with Walter was a bit like being in a novel
by Dickens with new characters of varying

|

Courtesy of Elise Doyle
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proportion emerging from every corner. He
was a magical man doing magical work.”

Decades ago, in an interview, Walter was
asked what he would like to be remembered
for. Aside from wanting his work to last,
he hoped that there would always be some
mystery to his works for future viewers. His
wife Elise says Walter radiated aesthetic su-
perpowers. “You can still see them in action
at the studio or as his works continue to be
displayed throughout the world and across
generations.” New shows are currently in
the works. Through his art, Walter lives on.

Courtesy of Walter Askin

Three pieces from Hullabaloo in Winter at the St. George Art Museum in Utah last summer (l. to r.): The Parade of the Athletes, Hockey Joy, and The First Slalom.
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In Memoriam

RicHARD DEAN BURNS
Professor of History, 1960-1992

Richard Dean Burns, emeritus profes-
sor of history, died at the age of 91 on May
1 from complications of diverticulitis at his
home in Florence, South Carolina. After join-
ing the history department at Cal State LA in
1960, he taught U.S. history with emphasis
on diplomatic history until his retirement in

Courtesy of Glenda Burns

1992. He was named one of the universi-
ty’s outstanding professors for 1978-79, and
served three terms as department chair, from
1969 to 1972 and again from 1986 to 1992.

Dick hailed from what is almost a lost world.
Born in Des Moines on June 16, 1929, he was
raised in rural Mount Pleasant, lowa on a farm
that still lacked electricity. He well remembered
working the family fields with a horse-drawn
plough. As a child, the local Carnegie Library
opened a broader world to him, and his ambi-
tion was to read every book in it. It was mil-
itary service, however, that changed his life.

From 1947 to 1956, Dick served in the Air
Force, stationed during the Korean War in Ko-
rea and Japan, where he worked for the Amer-
ican Forces Radio Service and also met his
wife of 43 years, Frances Sullivan (deceased
July 1993). Thanks to his military service, the
G.I. Bill enabled him to attend the Univer-
sity of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, where
his career can only be called remarkable: B.S.
with honors in 1957, M.A. in 1958, and Ph.D.
in 1960, with a thesis titled “Cordell Hull: A
Study in Diplomacy, 1933-1941,” written un-
der the direction of the distinguished diplo-
matic historian Norman Graebner, who was
later to be his co-author on several of his books.

Unusually for faculty hired in the 1950s and
1960s, Dick’s only job was at Cal State LA,
where he spent his career except for a year as a
visiting professor at the University of Minnesota
in 1964-65. A Minnesota winter convinced him
to reject a job offer there and return to California.

Dick was a prodigious scholar. Aside from
numerous articles and chapters in books, his
bibliography includes more than two dozen
books, most focusing on arms control and diplo-
matic and military strategy, including his defini-
tive study, The Evolution of Arms Control: From
Antiquity to the Nuclear Age (2009). His forte,
however, was organizing large reference proj-
ects, often involving coordinating the work of
numerous scholars. The resources of the Center
for the Study of Armament and Disarmament,
which he established at Cal State LA, made pos-
sible the development of his two most import-
ant works: the fundamental Guide to American
Foreign Relations since 1700 (1983) and the
award-winning, three-volume Encyclopedia of
Arms Control and Disarmament (1993), the lat-
ter of which contained contributions from over
70 internationally recognized scholars. In addi-
tion, he singlehandedly compiled comprehensive
bibliographical guides to the Herbert Hoover
and Harry S. Truman presidential libraries.

Dick’s record of distinguished scholarship
carned him awards from the Social Science
Research Council, National Endowment for
the Humanities, and United States Institute
of Peace. He also had the unique distinc-
tion of sharing the honor of having a prize
named for him, the DeConde-Burns Prize,
awarded annually by the UC Santa Barba-
ra History Department to the outstanding
student in the history of foreign relations.

Multitasking was one of Dick’s strengths.
While he taught a full load at Cal State LA and
wrote numerous books, he also ran a success-
ful publishing company, Regina Books, which
published during its almost three decades of
existence hundreds of books on a wide vari-
ety of topics, ranging from a manual on how
to dance to academic works on the history of
Los Angeles and ancient history. First and fore-
most, however, Dick was a gentleman, generous
and always supportive, donating the royalties
from the ancient history books he published to
the Association of Ancient Historians, approv-
ing a special teaching schedule for an ABD
junior faculty member struggling to complete
his dissertation, and making sure a part-time
faculty member qualified for medical benefits.

Dick is survived by his son Rich-
ard, Jr.; second wife, of 25 years, Glen-
da; and stepchildren Scott, Kent, and Dana.
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RaNDALL VIckERS CAMPBELL
Professor of Education, 1991-2021

Randall (Randy) Vickers Campbell, emer-
itus professor of education in the applied
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behavior analysis counseling program for
30 years, died on November 4 in Los An-
geles from complications of surgery. Randy
dedicated his career to children and adults
with intellectual and developmental disabil-
ities, child maltreatment, parent education,
and students of counseling in his specialty.
Beloved by his students and respected by
his colleagues and friends as an intelligent,
caring teacher, and an unassuming, wonder-
fully kind man with a hearty laugh, Randy
was also an avid golfer par excellence who
enthusiastically shared his love for the sport
with family and friends throughout his life.

Born in Long Beach, California in 1954,
Randy lived there during his early years
with his parents, Charles and Gladys Camp-
bell, and four siblings. When Randy was a
young boy, his father introduced him to

Courtesy of the Campbell Family

the family passion for golf, carrying on the
tradition established by his great-grandfa-
ther, Edward Herbert Campbell III, a golf-
ing legend in Honolulu who, at 38 years
of age, was the youngest president in the
100-year history of the Oahu Country Club.

Randy attended the local public elementa-
ry school and then graduated from the Har-
vard School (now Harvard-Westlake) in Los
Angeles before enrolling in the University
of the Pacific (UOP) in Stockton in 1972.
There he was a walk-on with the varsity golf
team and began his studies with his lifelong
mentor, colleague, and friend, John R. Lutz-
ker, now distinguished professor emeritus of
public health at Georgia State University. In
1975, Randy received a Pacific Coast Athlet-
ic Association scholar-athlete award for golf.

As an undergraduate, Randy worked with
Lutzker on a research project that fostered
his interest in applied behavior analysis
and intellectual and developmental disabili-
ties. He graduated with honors in 1976 from
UOP with two bachelor’s degrees—one in
psychology and one in education—and a



multiple-subject primary education teaching
credential. He then taught in Stockton ele-
mentary schools and Fairview State Hospi-
tal, designing behavioral interventions for
individuals with mental retardation. These
experiences led to his lifelong dedica-
tion to serving children with special needs.

At Lutzker’s invitation, Randy left Stock-
ton for Illinois to join a pilot project for an
intervention and prevention program that
trained high-risk parents to prevent child
abuse and neglect. This work inspired Randy
to enter Southern Illinois University (SIU)
at Carbondale to pursue an M.S. in behav-
ior modification (1982) and an Rh.D. in re-
habilitation (1988). He graduated as a mem-
ber of the Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi.

Randy’s professional positions leading up
to his appointment as a faculty member at Cal
State LA include program manager for Proj-
ect 12-Ways at SIU, which provided services
to prevent child abuse and neglect; director
of training for Behavior Change Associates;
program manager for Project Ecosystems in
Costa Mesa; and research psychologist, Cal-
ifornia School of Professional Psychology.

In 1991, Randy arrived at Cal State LA,
where he taught courses in theoretical and
developmental aspects of behavior, advanced
topics in behavior analysis, measurement
and analysis and ethical and legal issues in
applied behavior analysis, advanced behav-
ioral contingency management in schools,
counseling practicum in schools, individ-
ual counseling strategies, and the psycho-
dynamics of child maltreatment and family
violence. Because of his easily approachable
style and extensive knowledge, experience,
and wisdom in all aspects of the field, his
students often turned to him for both profes-
sional and personal advice, fondly referring
to him as “Papa Bear.” He served as chair or
member of 17 different committees for stu-
dents’ master theses or doctoral dissertations.

Randy responded to many calls to serve
his profession, university, college, division,
and community. He contributed numer-
ous publications, workshops, and service
to many organizations dedicated to the sci-
ence of behavior analysis. He was president
of the Association for Behavior Analysis
Therapy of Southern California and a mem-
ber of the executive committee of the Cal-
ifornia Association for Behavior Analysis.

On campus, he served in the Academic
Senate on its Educational Policy and Program
Review committees and was a member of the
University Council on Health-related Con-
cerns. He survived the changes from the reor-
ganization of the School of Education and the
departments of Administration and Counsel-
ing and Special Education, thus accounting
for his many administrative titles, from chair
of the Division of Special Education and
Counseling to coordinator of the school coun-

seling and applied behavior analysis graduate
programs and postbaccalaureate certificate
in applied behavior analysis, to coordina-
tor of undergraduate rehabilitation services.

In the community, Randy consulted with
both the Orange and Eastern Los Angeles
County regional centers for the develop-
mentally disabled; SEEK (Special Educa-
tion for Exceptional Kids) Education, Inc., a
nonprofit organization; Institute for Applied
Behavioral Analysis; and the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention. His work with
the Orange County Office of Education’s
Center for School Counseling Outcome Re-
search and the California Counselor Lead-
ership Academy fostered his friendship with
the director, Bob Tyra, resulting in a reward-
ing professional and golfing partnership.

Randy explored family interventions
in developmental disabilities in his book
with co-author John Lutzker, and produced
book chapters, reviews, and many jour-
nal articles. He also presented more than
30 workshops to parents and educators
throughout the United States and Taiwan.

As Randy was a very private person,
many of his colleagues did not know of
his many professional accomplishments or
experience him as the loyal, caring, lov-
ing, humorous, honest, ethical, and deter-
mined person he was. He was the “con-
trol variable,” as he often told his son, and
in the words of his mentor John Lutzker,
“The world would be in a better place if
people could be like Randy Campbell.”

Randy is survived by his devoted wife
Anne; loving children Brian and Mag-
gie, her spouse, and their two children;
sister Angelina; and brothers Harold and
Charles, Jr. A third brother, Richard, prede-
ceased him. Other surviving family mem-
bers include Mary, his former wife, and
relatives of the Campbell clan in Hawaii.
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MARION V. DEARMAN
Professor of Sociology, 1971-1992

Marion V. Dearman, emeritus professor of
sociology, died at home in Salem, Oregon on
June 18, surrounded by family. He was 94.

Born in rural northeast Oklahoma on March
3, 1927, Marion was raised on a tenant farm,
the fourth child in a family of 11 children. He
left home at age 15 to learn the printing trade,
which he practiced for 25 years. Drafted into
World War II, he served as a printer on the
Stars and Stripes newspaper in Nuremberg.

While working full-time as a printer, Marion
began taking college courses in the 1960s. He
graduated with distinction from what was then
San Jose State College in 1968. The University
of Oregon offered him a full fellowship to pursue
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his master’s and doctoral degrees in sociology,
which he obtained in 1970 and 1972, respectively.

Marion began his 21-year career in the De-
partment of Sociology at Cal State LA in
1971. During that time, he was chair of his de-
partment and a member of the editorial board
of the department’s journal, California So-
ciologist, A Journal of Sociology and Social
Work. At the university level, he was a mem-
ber of the Academic Senate for many years.

After he retired in 1992, Marion returned to Or-
egontofish, golf, and travel. He set foot on all seven
continents. A voracious reader, he often had three

Courtesy of Sharon Dearman

books going at the same time. He attended the In-
stitute for Continued Learning at Willamette Uni-
versity for 25 years. He was a wonderful husband
to his wife Sharon, and a loving and proud father,
stepfather, grandfather, and great-grandfather.

Marion is survived by his wife Sharon, two
daughters and three stepsons and their spous-
es, four grandchildren, one great-grandchild,
and numerous nieces and nephews. A celebra-
tion of his life was held at the Unitarian-Uni-
versalist Congregation of Salem on July 31.
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DEMETRIUS J. MARGAZIOTIS
Professor of Physics, 1964-2003

Demetrius J. (Dimitri) Margaziotis, emeritus
professor of physics, died on December 1 sur-
rounded by his family afteraseven-year battle with
cancer. He was 83. He was an active participant in
teaching, research, and faculty governance, and a
pioneer in student-centered instruction on campus.

Born on October 14, 1938 in Athens, Greece,
Dimitri spent his early school years in Athens and
summers in Limni, a small coastal village on the
island of Evia, where his father’s side of the fam-
ily had long resided. He moved to Los Angeles
in 1956 to attend UCLA, where he received his
B.A., M.A,, and Ph.D. in physics in 1959, 1961,
and 1966, respectively. While working on his
Ph.D., he met his future wife, Valerie Dishington,

See IN MEMORIAM, Page 10



In Memoriam (Continued from Page 9)

through the UCLA horseback riding club. They
married in 1967 and settled in Pacific Palisades,
where they raised their two sons, lan and Philip.

Beginning as an instructor on the Phys-
ics Department faculty at Cal State LA while
he was a graduate student at UCLA, Dimi-
tri was given a tenure-track appointment in
1964. He reached the rank of professor in 1973.
In addition, he was a visiting faculty member
at nuclear physics research institutes in Ath-
ens and in Zagreb, Croatia, and held numer-
ous visiting professor appointments at UCLA.

Dimitri taught lower-division introductory
physics lecture and laboratory sections for sci-
ence, mathematics, and engineering majors;
introductory physics lectures and laboratories
for life science majors; and astronomy labo-
ratories. At the upper-division level, he taught
nuclear physics, the radiation biophysics lab-
oratory, and the advanced physics laboratory.

About 10 years prior to his retirement in 2003,
Dimitri developed a particular approach to teach-
ingwhenhe and Donald Paulson of the Department
of Chemistry and Biochemistry independently
and almost simultaneously became interested and
knowledgeable in the outcomes of recent research
whose aim was to improve student learning in core
science lecture courses beyond the modest results
known to be achievable through the traditional,
time-honored lecture style of instruction. They
were also the first in their departments to do so.

Consequently, and with the assistance of occa-
sional grant support, Dimitri introduced into the
introductory physics course sequence instruction-
al techniques and curriculum based on the find-
ings of physics education research, a relatively
new, and largely unknown among physicists, area
of research done by physicists. Don did similarly
in chemistry. Initially, and for some time, many
of their colleagues in their respective departments
were resistant to, if not suspicious of, this new stu-
dent-centered style of instruction. In more recent
years, the practice of actively engaging students
in the instruction of science courses has become
considerably more prevalent on campus and
across the country. Both departments of Chemis-
try and Biochemistry and Physics and Astronomy
have hired tenure-track faculty whose specialty is
in research related to improving student learning.

Dimitri was active in research from the time
he started his Ph.D. research at UCLA. His re-
search adviser was Byron Wright, one of the
pioneers in the development of proton cyclotron
accelerators. In graduate school, Dimitri took
part in building UCLA’s 50 MeV sector-focused
cyclotron, the first accelerator of its kind, and then
used it in doing his doctoral dissertation work.

Dimitri’s research has been in experimental
nuclear physics, focusing on the structure and
dynamics of few nucleon (proton and neutron)
systems, i.e. nuclei of very light atoms such as
hydrogen, deuterium, and helium, as well as the
quark and gluon substructure of their constitu-

ent protons and neutrons. This type of research
increasingly relies on collaborative, large-scale
experiments carried out by often large interna-
tional teams of physicists at major laboratory
facilities equipped with suitable high-energy
accelerators. Experimental work and data collec-
tion was done at several locations, including the
cyclotrons at UCLA and UC Davis; TRIUMF
Cyclotron Laboratory in Vancouver, British
Columbia; Bates-MIT Linear Electron Acceler-
ator Center in Boston; MAMI electron acceler-
ator at the University of Mainz, Germany; and
Thomas Jefferson National Accelerator Facili-
ty (Jefferson Lab) in Newport News, Virginia.

Aspects of the work such as planning, design,
construction, and testing of small equipment, data
analysis, writing, and other tasks were done at Cal
State LA. Students were active participants (and
fellow travelers) in much of this work. Though a
member of a number of different large collabora-
tions, Dimitri worked most closely with Cal State
LA colleagues Martin Epstein and Konrad Aniol.

Courtesy of Valarie Margaziotis

This work was made possible through continuous
and generous grantsupport by the National Science
Foundation for more than 30 years, and by campus
support through department facilities. Dimitri au-
thored or co-authored more than 100 publications.

Throughout his time at Cal State LA, Dimitri
was an active participant in faculty governance.
At the university level, he served in the Academic
Senate for 26 years and on more than 20 commit-
tees, including Faculty Policy, Academic Freedom
and Professional Ethics, and Honors Convocation
and Commencement. in addition to various selec-
tion committees. He was a member of more than
10 college-level committees, including faculty
affairs; academic resources; and retention, tenure
and promotion committees. He served on selection
committees at both the college and university lev-
el, as well as on almost all department committees.

As an administrator, Dimitri was chair of the
Department of Physics and Astronomy for four
terms. He was interim associate dean of graduate
studies and research administration from 2002-03.
Followinghisretirement in 2003, he participated in
the Faculty Early Retirement Program until 2008.

Dimitri’s contributions have been recog-
nized by his colleagues with the Cal State LA
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Outstanding Professor Award in 1976, an Out-
standing Teaching Award from the UCLA
Physics Department in 1983, and the Cal
State LA President’s Distinguished Professor
Award in 2000. He was the Cal State LA nom-
inee for the CASE-Carnegiec Professor of the
Year Award in 2000 and was inducted into the
Cal State LA Phi Kappa Phi chapter in 2001.

During retirement, Dimitri continued to be
in touch with the physics world, including travel
to Jefferson Lab to take part in nuclear physics
experiments. As a member of the Emeriti Asso-
ciation executive committee and webmaster for
many years, he made extraordinary contribu-
tions to the organization. He was also a mem-
ber of the planning committee for the Honors
College and webmaster for his department.

Dimitri actively enjoyed music, attending con-
certs and relearning to play the piano; genealogy,
regularly augmenting the family tree of his pater-
nal and maternal roots in Greece going back to the
1700s; photography; gadgets; and Greek cooking,
including an outstanding family recipe for bakla-
va. He invested several years chronicling his life
in an autobiography for his grandchildren to read
one day. He continued the family travel that began
years earlier with his global collaborations, includ-
ing trips to the 2004 Olympics in Greece; a total
solar eclipse; and visiting, climbing, and photo-
graphing more than 300 lighthouses and their al-
ways spectacular locales across the United States
coastlines and lakes. Most of all, he enjoyed spend-
ing time with his granddaughter and grandson.

Dimitri’s scientific, pragmatic, and meticulous
nature carried over to all aspects of his life, and
his readiness to explore almost any issue, from
world history to what’s for dinner, often took on
the same inquisitive and rigorous scientific debate.
He loved carrying on traditions and reminding ev-
eryone that many English words, along with pret-
ty much everything else, derived from something
Greek. As one of his family members put it when
describing Dimitri, “He was a gentle and cou-
rageous soul wrapped around a brilliant mind.”

Dimitri is survived by his wife, Val-
erie, sons lan and Philip and their wives,
and grandchildren Chloe and Joaquin.
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JoseEPH BENEDICT PRABHU
Professor of Philosophy, 1978-2013

Joseph Benedict Prabhu, emeritus pro-
fessor of philosophy, died on September 27.

When he was a young boy growing up in Cal-
cutta, Joseph would wake up at 5:00 a.m. and
walk down Ripon Street to serve mass with the
nuns who lived at the corner. These were no or-
dinary nuns. They looked after the poor and des-
titute of Calcutta, and they were led by a serious,
even severe Albanian named Mother Teresa. At
the best of times, the air in the narrow chapel was
stifling; in the summer months it was unbear-



able. The only fan in the room was trained on the
priest, not the altar boys, and one particularly hot
morning Joseph fainted. He regained conscious-
ness to the sound of a slap being delivered to his
young face and the voice of Mother Teresa say-
ing, “What are you doing, boy? Wake up!” An en-
counter like this may have set an ordinary mortal
against religion. In Joseph’s case, it led to a life-
long passion for theology, philosophy, and ethics.

Born in Mangalore and raised and educated
in Calcutta, Joseph attended St. Xavier’s High
School, studying under Belgian Jesuits who had
a lasting influence on his life. He completed un-
dergraduate studies at St. Stephen’s College, an
affiliate of the University of Delhi (1966), and
then graduate studies in economics at Delhi
University’s School of Economics (M.A. 1968),
where he met the Nobel Laureate Amartya Sen.
A three-year scholarship from the All India Cath-
olic University Federation took him first to Ger-
many and then Cambridge to study philosophy.
He completed an M. A. at the University of Cam-
bridge (1975), then went for his Ph.D. to Boston
University (1982), writing his dissertation on He-
gel’s philosophy of religion. In 1978, he began a
teaching career at Cal State LA that would last 35
years. The Philosophy Department was search-
ing for a scholar in 19"™-century German philos-
ophy but found that and much more in Joseph.

Over the course of his career, Joseph wrote
and edited books on Raimon Panikkar and
Gandhian ethics, including The Intercultural
Challenge of Raimon Panikkar (with Purush-
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ottama Bilimoria and Renuka Sharma); Indian
Ethics: Classical Traditions and Contempo-
rary Challenges; and Raimon Panikkar: Select-
ed Writings. His scores of articles ranged from
Hegel and contemporary German philosophy
to Gandhi and Panikkar, human rights, peace,
and terrorism. He was also a public intellectu-
al, writing and speaking on philosophical and
religious facets of contemporary issues. For a
long period of time, he was active in the speak-
ers’ bureau at All Saints Church in Pasadena.

Joseph served his professional organizations
well. He was on the Board of Trustees and the
executive committee of the Council of a Parlia-
ment of the World’s Religions. He traveled wide-

ly, spoke at conferences in the United States, Eu-
rope, and India, and spent sabbaticals at Harvard
University, the University of Chicago, and UC
Berkeley. He was appointed a Senior Fellow at the
Oxford Centre for Hindu Studies, Center for the
Study of World Religions at Harvard University,
and Martin Marty Center at the University of Chi-
cago. He served as 2008-09 president of the So-
ciety for Asian and Comparative Philosophy and
co-chaired the Southern California Parliament of
the World’s Religions. He also participated in the
Southern California South Asia Studies Group.

For his wide-ranging contributions, Jo-
seph was chosen for an Outstanding Professor
Award by the Cal State LA faculty in 2005.
His courses reflected his broad philosophical
interests: for example, cross-cultural approach-
es to his many introductory courses, Asian
philosophies, 19"- and 20"-century German
philosophies, philosophy of religion, human
rights, postcolonialism, and globalization. He
enjoyed team-teaching, working at different
times with Ricardo Gomez and Peter Brier.

Beyond his many academic achievements, Jo-
seph was a lover of music, art, poetry, and the
Boston Red Sox. Above all, however, he loved
conversation. He was an Olympic-class talker
and could talk about the countries in which he
had lived—India, Germany, England, and the
United States—and still have room for politics,
current events, and more. He took the Bengali
passion for adda (loosely translated, “conver-
sation with friends”) and added some ingredi-
ents of his own. He weaponized it, raised it to
a high art, added his trademark wit, and still
made it sound and feel effortless, a pleasure.

The funeral mass at Holy Family Church in
South Pasadena and a later zoom memorial cele-
brated Joseph’s life, including his own Christian
faith and his belief in the value of interfaith dia-
logue. His zoom memorial included the Jewish
kaddish and Hindu chants, as well as Christian
prayers and many fond reminiscences. In ad-
dition to his wife, emerita professor of English
Betty Bamberg, he is survived by his daughter
Tara, grandchildren, and extended family, and by
scores of friends, colleagues, and former students.
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JoHN DAvID REES
Professor of Geography, 1968-1997

Emeritus professor of geography John David
Rees, 89, died on July 18, several days after a fall
in his Camarillo home. Considered to be a Renais-
sance man by many who knew him, John spent
muchofhislifeinthestyle of Indiana Jones. Beyond
his career as an educator, his passion for botany led
to his searching tropical forests and deserts world-
wide for rare and undiscovered cycads and palms.

A native Angeleno, the son of Caradoc Rees
and Mildred Melgaard, John was born at Cedars
of Lebanon Hospital on March 16, 1932, and grew
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up in Beverly Grove, part of the Beverly-Fairfax
neighborhood in the Mid-City West area of Los
Angeles. He attended Los Angeles Junior High
School, graduating in 1947, and Los Angeles
High School, graduating in 1950. He had one
brother, former Congressman Thomas M. Rees,
who was seven years his senior; he died in 2003.

John graduated from UCLA in 1955 with a
B.A. in geography. While working on his M.A.,
which he received in 1961, he was both gradu-
ate research geographer and editor/co-editor of
the Statistical Abstract of Latin America, pub-
lished by UCLA. At the same time, he served
as a teaching assistant there, and from 1958 to
1961, taught as a part-time instructor at CSU
Northridge. In 1963, he studied at the University
of Vienna Geographic Institute and in 1964, he re-

Courtesy of John Kirchner

ceived a course certificate in the German language
from the Goethe Institute in Munich and Vienna.

In 1962, John began his long affiliation with
Cal State LA as a part-time instructor. From
1964 to 1966, he was an assistant professor on
a year-to-year contract. In 1968, he received a
tenure-track appointment, achieving tenure in
1972 following the completion of his geogra-
phy Ph.D. at UCLA in 1971. He was promoted
to associate professor in 1977 and professor in
1983, and retired in 1997, followed by a five-year
stint in the Faculty Early Retirement Program.

Over his long career at Cal State LA, John taught
more than a dozen courses in both the natural and
social sciences. These included general education
courses at both the lower-division and upper-divi-
sion level, as well as upper-division and graduate
major courses. His regional course on Mexico and
Central America was also part of the Latin Amer-
ican Studies program. Two courses he helped de-
velop, Perspectives on the Environment and Met-
ropolitan Los Angeles, were among his favorites.

Internationally known, John was a biogeogra-
pher specializing in man-land relationships and the
ethnobotany of palms and cycads. Initially work-
ing in Mexico, his research focuses included the
environmental impact of Paricutin Volcano in Mi-
choacan; the distribution, ecology, and taxonomy
of Mexican cycads; uses of wild and domesticated

See IN MEMORIAM, Page 12
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plants by Mesoamerican Indian groups; forest uti-
lization of subsistence agriculturalists in Mexico;
and the botanical exploration of 19"-century Mex-
ico. That initial work was but a starting point that
ultimately led to field work and research in many
parts of the world, including Australia and New
Zealand, much of Latin America, Europe, the Ca-
nary Islands, and the Far East, particularly China.

John’s research led to publications and academ-
ic papers in both English and Spanish, including
co-authorships on several widely known books
and monographs. Examples include “Paricutin
Revisited: A Review of Man’s Attempt to Adapt
to Ecological Changes Resulting from Volca-
nic Catastrophe,” Geoforum, 1971; Palm Sago:
A Tropical Starch from Marginal Lands, 1978,
coauthored with K. Ruddle, D. Johnson, and P.
Townsend; and “Effects of the Eruption of Pari-
cutin Volcano on Landforms, Vegetation, and
Human Occupancy,” in Volcanic Activity and Hu-
man Ecology, 1979. In 1993, he was invited by
the Smithsonian Institution Division of Mineral
Sciences to attend the International Volcano Con-
ference in Uruapan, Michoacan, commemorating
the 50" anniversary of the eruption of Paricutin.

In the 1980s and 1990s, John’s output was di-
rected mostly to the study of palms and cycads and
related plant communities, including new species
identifications. Colleague John Kirchner recalls,
“We were both Latin Americanists and shared an
enthusiasm for field work, and in my early years
at Cal State LA, we bounced around Baja Cali-
fornia in John’s beloved VW pickup. I was doing
research on railroads and mining that ultimately
led to a book. But it was John’s ever-present en-
thusiasm for plants and man-plant relationships
that helped make these adventures so rewarding.”

In many ways, John was the penultimate collec-
tor. He gradually built up a collection of palms and
cycads, but space in his Los Angeles home was
limited. Once he acquired his Camarillo proper-
ty, the collection expanded rapidly and ultimate-
ly became a truly exceptional private botanical
garden, a work of joy from which John derived
immense satisfaction. The value of the collection
speaks for itself. The Huntington Library and
Gardens has removed about 80 plants, mostly
cycads, and the Lotus Garden in Santa Barba-
ra has taken a smaller number, but many of the
plants are simply too large and too costly to move.

Less widely known, John was also a seri-
ous collector of Napoleonic era memorabil-
ia, including, among other things, helmets and
weapons. Being invited to view that collection
was recognition that you were considered wor-
thy of the honor. His service in the U.S. Army
ROTC program had fueled his fervent inter-
ests in military history, militaria, and cavalry
arms, as well as international travel and politics.

John had an excellent record of service at the
department, college, and university levels, and
that list runs many pages. But also noteworthy
were his outreach activities in both the academ-

ic and public world. He and his companion, Cla-
rissa Dong, sponsored many foreign students,
especially from China, and helped them to
achieve academic success. Among them were
a number of students who attended Cal State
LA. He was active in the International Palm
Society and served in a variety of ways, includ-
ing as an international field trip coordinator.

Directly related to his research interests, John
built up a large, multifaceted private library, which
contained works that could not be found in oth-
er regional archives or libraries. Included were
works on palms, cycads, Mexican botany, ecolo-
gy, and environment, as well as Mexican econom-
ic history and resource utilization. Academics and
other interested parties were allowed access to the
Rees collection, including faculty and students. In
addition to visitors from Cal State LA, some came
from CSU campuses in Hayward (East Bay) and
San Diego, and both UC Berkeley and UCLA.

In the community, John was vice president and
member of the board of directors of the Family
Planning Centers of Greater Los Angeles, Inc.,
from 1970 to 1984. One of the oldest family
planning clinics in the nation, dating from 1925,
the organization was a leader in clinical fertil-
ity and contraception research, which helped
lead to Food and Drug Administration approv-
al of birth control pills and intrauterine devices.

John is survived by his long-time part-
ner, Clarissa, and two nephews, Evan and
James. A celebration of his life was held
at his home in Camarillo on October 16.
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FRIEDA A. STAHL
Professor of Physics, 1959-1992

Frieda A. Stahl, emerita professor of phys-
ics, died on October 1 at the age of 99 at Villa
Gardens Retirement Community in Pasade-
na. She was a pioneering woman physicist and
one of the founding faculty at Cal State LA.

Frieda was born in Brooklyn, New York on
May 27, 1922 to Gussie and Benjamin Axelrod,
immigrants from the shtetls of Ukraine. Her moth-
er died when Frieda was six years old, and several
years later she and her sister moved for a time to
their aunt’s farm in Methuen, Massachusetts, north
of Boston. Many years later, she and colleague
Stanley Burstein discovered that they had attend-
ed the same school in Lawrence. Although her first
language had been Yiddish, she excelled at school,
returning to Brooklyn to attend Samuel J. Tilden
High School, where her first love, journalism, led
herto become female sports editor of Tilden Topics.

After graduating in 1938, Frieda attended
the City University of New York’s Hunter Col-
lege, where she turned toward the sciences, first
chemistry and then physics, receiving her B.A. in
physics in 1942 at a time when women represent-
ed only about three percent of bachelor’s degree
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graduates in physics in the United States. She
met and married Joseph Stahl and followed him
to Texas and Alabama, where he was an engineer
stationed with the U.S. Army during World War IL
When they returned to New York, Frieda worked
at Sylvania Laboratories, in the area of semicon-
ductor research, until 1952. They settled in East
Meadow, Long Island, where their two children,
Linda and Richard, were born. After earning her
M.A. degree in physics from Hofstra College in
1957, the family relocated to Los Angeles, where
Joe joined the expanding aerospace industry.

Arriving at what was then Los Angeles State
College of Applied Arts and Sciences in 1959, Frie-
da was the first woman physics faculty member at
a time when most university physics departments
in the United States had no women on their faculty.
She began her doctoral studies at Claremont Grad-
uate School, where she did research in low-tem-
perature physics, and obtained her Ph.D. in 1968.

At Cal State LA, she rose to the rank of pro-
fessor and served as associate dean of academ-

Courtesy of Cal State LA Dept. of Physics & Astronomy

ic planning in the mid-seventies. At one time or
another, she taught nearly every course in the
physics curriculum. With colleague Carl Selkin,
she team-taught a special topics class in physics
and English—Physics, Language and Litera-
ture—that was offered through a grant obtained
by a colleague at San Francisco State University.

As a strong promoter of faculty governance,
Frieda served on the Academic Senate for
many years and was its chair from 1981 to 1983.
During that time, she hired Eileen Roberts, with
whom she had worked as associate dean, as ad-
ministrative staff. It was a point of pride for
her as Eileen went on to become the mainstay
of the Senate office for 32 years. Frieda also
served on the CSU statewide Academic Senate.

Frieda’s participation in national organiza-
tions included membership in the American
Physical Society, American Association of Phys-
ics Teachers, Association for Women in Sci-
ence, Union of Concerned Scientists, and the
American Association of University Women.

In 1984, Frieda created a memorial lecture se-
ries hosted by the Physics Department to honor
former colleague Leon Pape and brought many
Nobel laureates to the campus. She continues to



organize the annual event for more than 20 years.

Frieda retired in 1992 but continued to con-
tribute to the field, pursuing her interest in the
historical background of contemporary phys-
ics and in raising awareness among scientists as
well as the general public of contributions made
by 20%-century women in physics. She gave lec-
tures and had articles published in these areas,
including “Sarah Frances Whiting: A Foremother
of American Women Physicists™ and “The Emer-
gence of Semiconductors: Nineteenth Century
Modern Physics,” which were published in the
American Journal of Physics. She also wrote ar-
ticles on Herman Weyl, Fred Whipple, and Sarah
Whiting for the Biographical Encyclopedia of
Astronomers and co-authored two chapters for
the book, Out of the Shadows: Contributions of
Twentieth Century Women to Physics, edited by
Nina Byers and Gary Williams. The latter was
part of a project to develop a historical archive
of profiles of women in physics and their con-
tributions before 1976, for which she served as
a field editor and steering committee member.

She continued to encourage undergraduate
student participation in research as an active
member of the board of the Southern California
Conference for Undergraduate Research, which
facilitates the annual undergraduate student re-
search conference for students from all disciplines.

In 2003, Frieda was honored by her election as
a Fellow of the American Physical Society “for
extensive work with UCLA’s archive and Web
site concerning women in physics, energetic ef-
forts to integrate history of physics into physics
education, and investigations into the relation-
ship between physics and language.” In 2006,
she received the Homer L. Dodge Distinguished
Service Citation from the American Association
of Physics Teachers (AAPT), “for her many and
long-term contributions to national programs
of the AAPT, and her continuing biographi-
cal work on the history of women in physics.”

Until recently, Frieda was an active member
of the executive committee of the Cal State LA
Emeriti Association, serving as its president from
1996 to 1998 and as Academic Senate represen-
tative from 1994 to 1998. A member of the edi-
torial board of The Emeritimes for 22 years, she
served twice as its chair, from 1998 to 2008 and
again from 2016 to 2020. She was also a lectur-
er in the Lifelong Learning Program, giving
presentations on Albert Finstein and on her-
oines of science who escaped the Holocaust.

Apart from her career, Frieda enjoyed muse-
ums, music, art, and live theater, and had season
tickets for many years to the Los Angeles Opera
and Philharmonic. She was an avid reader, with
a library collection that varied from books about
physics and women in science to the entire set of
Tony Hillerman’s New Mexico-based mysteries.
She traveled both domestically and international-
ly, visiting friends and colleagues in Vienna and
Scandinavia, as well as seeing many other cities as
diverse as St. Petersburg, Russia and Guadalajara.
Her passion for Southwest indigenous art and cul-

ture led her to the pueblos of New Mexico a num-
ber of times and expanded into a love for North-
west Coast art and culture and trips to Seattle,
Vancouver, and Alaska, which she visited three
times as a rider of the Alaska Marine Highway
ferries, always scheduled around the Chamber
Music Festival in Sitka. She enthusiastically in-
troduced her grandsons to art, music, and science.

Frieda is survived by her daughter Linda,
son Rick and his wife Sue, grandsons Evan
and Jay and their wives, two great-grandchil-
dren, and other family members, including
niece Ellen Stein, editor of The Emeritimes.
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Also Remembered:

Davip FiTzrATRICK
Professor of Psychology, 1967-2002

David Fitzpatrick, emeritus professor of psy-
chology, known to everyone as “Fitz,” died on
April 29 in Colorado Springs, just shy of his 81
birthday.

Born May 16, 1940, Fitz obtained his BA at
UC Riverside in 1962 and his MA and Ph.D. at
Claremont Graduate School in 1965 and 1968,

Courtesy of Sue Gibson

respectively. He came to Cal State LA in 1967,
where he taught courses in sensation and per-
ception, easily recognized around campus by
the beret he often wore. He retired in 2002.

Fitz is survived by his two children, Eric and
Stephanie, their spouses, and six grandchildren.

seskskeok ok skok

The Emeriti Association was notified at press
time of the death of Elba Torres de Peralta,
emerita professor of Spanish, on January 27.
A full obituary will appear in the spring issue.

seskskeok ok skok

The Emeriti Association received word at
press time of the death of Alfonso Gonzalez,
emeritus professor of Spanish, on January 29.
A full obituary will appear in the spring issue.

13

President’s Message
(Continued from Page 2)

successfully lost weight previously by choos-
ing to keep track of my calorie consumption.

At the risk of oversimplification, the ad-
vice given in Bruni’s column is one we have
heard time and again: be careful what you wish
for, or make your decisions carefully, because
you will have to live with the consequences of
the choices you make for some time to come.

In fact, this captures the essence of the advice
I have given my students over the years, and the
counsel I gave my own daughter as she began her
undergraduate career. Choose your academic area
carefully because you will likely be pursuing it fora
very long time and remember that your career choic-
es are unique to you, so it is not productive to mea-
sure your success based on what others have done.

Beginning Another Year

Now, in the new calendar year of 2022, our
country, the campus, and we and our families and
loved ones have just gone through yet another
surge in coronavirus infections, the fourth major
surge we have experienced since March 2020.

It has been a tough road for all of us to navigate
these past two years in so many ways. Indeed, we
have lived through a period that will be memori-
alized in the history books, but it is too early for
us to describe fully the period’s parameters. In
fact, the pandemic and its devastation compete in
significance, in my own thinking at least, with the
transformation we are witnessing in the country
politically. We have seen several moments in these
two years that have seemed to be peak events—
each successive COVID surge, the November
election, and the January storming of the Capi-
tol, among others. If we try to place recent events
along a time axis in order to describe this period, it
is difficult still to identify a beginning and an end.

The good news is that our generation has
weathered other major historical periods—the
Red Scare hysteria of the 1950s, Civil Rights
struggles of the 1950s and 1960s, JFK/RFK/
MLK assassinations, the Vietham War and an-
tiwar protests, and the Reagan era, to cite just a
few—and that gives us the perspective to recog-
nize that we will get past the dark time we are
experiencing at the moment. It just takes time.

I think it is important for us to remain en-
gaged by continuing to protect ourselves by
wearing masks as appropriate, getting addi-
tional booster vaccines as they become avail-
able, and staying informed about current events
and voting. Our agency and our voices matter.

With that, and on behalf of the members
of the executive committee of the Cal State
LA Emeriti Association, I wish you all a year
that is filled with good health and prosperity.

Sond Colbar
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ment) program at Cal State LA, who strives
to help students develop an awareness of the
skills and attributes of professional scien-
tists and assist those who are Ph.D.-bound
to succeed, actively exploring innovative
pedagogical techniques while instructing
courses in general, atmospheric, and phys-
ical chemistry; Simona Montanari (Child
and Family Studies), a language develop-
ment specialist, whose research is focused
on the emergence of different language com-
ponents (speech sound production, vocabu-
lary, verbal morphology, narrative skills, and
pragmatics) in Spanish-speaking children
growing up bilingually in the United States,
and who is also involved in the documenta-
tion and preservation of the endangered ver-
nacular language in her native Republic of
San Marino; Katherine Roberts (Criminal-
istics), director of the graduate program in
criminalistics and executive director of the
California Forensic Science Institute, who
oversees a multidisciplinary program that fo-
cuses on research development, professional
training, student support, and community en-
gagement, and who has mentored more than
120 student thesis research projects as well
as conducted research through U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice grants and collaborations
with other faculty and private industry; and
Walter Zelman (Public Health), chair of his
department, who, after spending more than
30 years as a policy advocate in Sacramento
and Washington, D.C., has been instrumental
in helping to more than double the number
of public health majors and instituting a new
master’s degree in urban community health
at the downtown campus, as well as creat-
ing and directing the CSU Health Insurance
Education Project in 2013, aimed at educat-
ing CSU students about their responsibilities
and rights under the Affordable Care Act.

An alumnus of Cal State LA, Out-
standing Lecturer Nikola R. Alenkin (So-
cial Work) who has taught courses at both
the undergraduate and graduate levels for
more than 20 years, has focused on home-
lessness, community organizing, clinical
practice, field practice, military and veter-
an populations, genocide and trauma, self-
care, and policy administration. He has
conducted research on secondary traumatic
stress and coping, service utilization and
social service delivery for homeless pop-
ulations, veteran populations, and social
work practice with survivors of genocide.

Cal State LA Men’s Soccer Team
Wins First National Championship
For the first time in Cal State LA men’s

soccer program history, the Golden Eagles
became NCAA Division II national cham-

pions on December 11 in Colorado Springs,
where they bested the University of Charles-
ton of Charleston, West Virginia by a score
of 1-0. The Golden Eagles avenged their
runner-up finish from last year when they
lost to the same opponent, also known as
the Golden Eagles, 2-0. This national cham-
pionship is the eighth from any sport for Cal
State LA and the first since 1981. The title
game capped a season in which the Golden
Eagles were California Collegiate Athletic
Association (CCAA) regular season cham-
pions, CCAA Tournament champions, and
NCAA Division II Super Region 4 champi-
ons. Head coach Chris Chamides, in his 18"
season leading the men’s soccer program,
said, “We’ve been working so hard for so
long to become champions, and we have
done it at different levels, but to now do it
on the national stage means the world to us.”

Cal State LA Moves Up
in National Rankings

Cal State LA has again been recognized by
Washington Monthly among the top universi-
ties in the nation in its 2021 College Guide and
Rankings, which lists the University at number
five in the Best Master’s Universities category,
moving up five spots from the previous year.
The Guide assesses public service, upward mo-
bility, and other factors in compiling its annual
report. In the Best Bang for the Buck category,
the University continues to be ranked third in
the West. These findings rate higher education
institutions’ success in enabling students to ob-
tain marketable degrees at affordable prices.

A groundbreaking study by The Equality
of Opportunity Project, which examined the
role of colleges and universities in helping in-
dividuals climb the income ladder, ranked Cal
State LA number one in the nation in upward
mobility. The study, which reviewed records
from more than 2,000 institutions, conclud-
ed that Cal State LA has propelled a higher
percentage of students from the bottom fifth
of income into the top fifth of U.S. earners.

Cal State LA has also recorded significant
gains in recent years in the U.S. News & World
Report annual rankings. In its current report,
U.S. News places the University 23™ among all
private and public universities in the Western
United States, a jump of three points from last
year and five spots from two years ago. Among
top public universities in the West, Cal State LA
ranks eighth, up one point from last year and
four steps up from two years ago. In the pre-
vious eight years, the University rose 73 spots
among all private and public regional universi-
ties in the West. Ratings for U.S. News are based
on graduation rates, alumni giving, class size,
and student-faculty ratio, among other factors.

Two Cal State LA programs, which have
been included in the U.S. News rankings for
more than two decades, are featured among the
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nation’s best undergraduate programs. The en-
gineering program is one of the top five among
public, master’s-awarding institutions, exclud-
ing military academies. In a separate category,
the undergraduate computer science program
is ranked among the top 20 in California. The
business program continues to be one of the top
10 in California among public institutions. The
University is once again listed as one of the top
10 Best Value Schools and among the Top Per-
formers on Social Mobility. In a new category,
the undergraduate nursing program is ranked
among the top 20 in California. In addition,
the University is ranked 12" among the best re-
gional universities in the West for undergradu-
ate veterans and active-duty service members.

Hispanic Outlook on Education
Recognizes Cal State LA

Cal State LA is ranked sixth in the nation
in awarding bachelor’s degrees to Hispanic/
Latinx students, according to Hispanic Out-
look on Education magazine. The University
was also recognized among the top institutions
enrolling Hispanic/Latinx students, granting
master’s degrees, and granting degrees in spe-
cific disciplines, including business, ethnic
studies, communications, education, criminal
justice, kinesiology, and the social sciences.

HEERF III Federal Funding
Distributed to Students

Cal State LA is distributing $27,098,393
in funds earmarked for student expenses
related to the COVID-19 crisis through the
Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund
IIT (HEERF III). HEERF III funds may be
used for food, housing, course materials,
child-care expenses, health care, and oth-
er priorities. The federal guidelines have
changed since the last HEERF II distribution
and more Cal State LA students now qual-
ify to receive assistance than with previous
HEERF funding, including students with
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals
(DACA) or undocumented status. Students
will receive varying amounts of assistance
based on financial need but most enrolled
students will automatically receive a baseline
amount. No application is required to receive
the funds. HEERF III assistance is available
for enrolled international students as well.

Reminder: Dues Policy

The Emeriti Association’s fiscal year
extends from July 1 to June 30. Dues
paid between June 1 and June 30 are
credited for the coming fiscal year start-
ing July 1. Dues paid on or before May
31 are credited to the current fiscal year.




