
Sustainability-focused courses (a.k.a. “sustainability courses”)  
 
To count as sustainability-focused, the course title or description must indicate a primary and explicit focus 
on sustainability. This includes: 
 
• Foundational courses with a primary and explicit focus on sustainability (e.g., Introduction to 

Sustainability, Sustainable Development, Sustainability Science).  
• Courses with a primary and explicit focus on the application of sustainability within a field (e.g., 

Architecture for Sustainability, Green Chemistry, Sustainable Agriculture, Sustainable Business). As 
sustainability is an interdisciplinary topic, such courses generally incorporate insights from multiple 
disciplines. 

• Courses with a primary and explicit focus on a major sustainability challenge (e.g., Climate Change 
Science, Environmental Justice, Global Poverty and Development, Renewable Energy Policy). The focus 
of such courses might be on providing knowledge and understanding of the problems and/or the tools 
for solving them.  

 
The course title or description does not have to use the term “sustainability” to count as sustainability-
focused if the primary and explicit focus of the course is on the interdependence of ecological and 
social/economic systems or a major sustainability challenge. If the course title and description do not 
unequivocally indicate such a focus, but it is evident from the course description or syllabus that the course 
incorporates sustainability challenges, issues, and concepts in a prominent way, the course may qualify as 
sustainability-inclusive (see below).  
 
 
 
Sustainability-inclusive courses (a.k.a. “sustainability-related courses”)  
 
Courses that are not explicitly focused on sustainability may contribute towards scoring if sustainability has 

clearly been incorporated into course content. To count as sustainability-inclusive, the course 
description or rationale provided in the course inventory must indicate that the course incorporates a 
unit or module on sustainability or a sustainability challenge, includes one or more sustainability-
focused activities, or integrates sustainability challenges, issues, and concepts throughout the course.  

 
While a foundational course such as chemistry or sociology might provide knowledge that is useful to 
practitioners of sustainability, it would not be considered “sustainability-inclusive” unless the concept of 
sustainability or sustainability challenges and issues are specifically integrated into the course. Likewise, 
although specific tools or practices such as GIS (Geographic Information Systems) or engineering can be 
applied towards sustainability, such courses would not count unless the description or rationale provided in 
the inventory clearly indicates that sustainability is integrated into the course. 


