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Introduction

Welcome to the thirty-sixth edition of Perspectives: A Journal of
Historical Inquiry, the CSULA History Department’s peer-reviewed
journal. Under the supervision of Dr. Birte Pfleger and in conjunction
with Phi Alpha Theta’s Eta Xi Chapter, this and past editions are written
and edited entirely by undergraduate and graduate students in the History
Department. Since its inaugural edition in 1973, Perspectives has
provided the academic community with an accessible forum for historical
inquiry. The following articles proudly continue that tradition.

First, Dustin Black deconstructs the meaning of slander in
seventeenth-century New Amsterdam. Next, Elwing Suong Gonzalez
examines the social and cultural changes of Alhambra from a white
suburban enclave to an ethnically diverse urban center. In the third
article, Rosa Cesaretti discusses the fascinating experience of archival
research as she traces the life story of Eugenio Hernandez. Then, Ryan
Johnson reflects on how the transcontinental railroad changed the
meaning of masculinity in the American West. Abbie Perry explores how
African American welfare mothers of the 1960s used stereotypes about
them to assert control over their lives. Lastly, Kristina Werden focuses on
the importance of masculinity in the presidential election of 1960.

Volume thirty-six is the product of History 497, an upper-division
course in journal editing and publishing and the result of collaboration
among a diverse, energetic and creative group of student editors. This
edition features book reviews, advertisements and a new interactive
online version. In addition, we premiere a scholarship opportunity page,
listing scholarships from Phi Alpha Theta, the History Department, and
the College of Natural and Social Sciences. This year the editors received
a record number of submissions, making the selection and editing process
particularly exciting and intellectually challenging. Coincidentally, unlike
previous editions, all of the papers selected deal with issues in American
history, from the colonial era to the present. This volume thus serves as a
reminder of last year’s historic presidential election and the imperative
for historians to reflect on the past and present struggles of American
identity and experience. The editors of volume thirty-six are confident in
the scholarly relevance of this volume to the CSULA community and
beyond. We  welcome your feedback at our website:
www.calstatela.edu/centers/Perspectives



PHI ALPHA THETA
ETA XI CHAPTER
California State University, Los Angeles

Our National Mission Statement: We are a professional society whose
mission is to promote the study of history through the encouragement of
research, good teaching, publication, and the exchange of learning and
ideas among historian. We seek to bring students, teachers, and writers of
history together for intellectual and social exchanges, which promote and
assist historical research and publication by our members in a variety of
ways.

Why join Phi Alpha Theta? In addition to the recognition of belonging to
a prestigious international honor society, membership in Phi Alpha Theta
had many other advantages:

e The right to participate in the functions of the local chapter,
including meetings, field trips, and banquets, and the opportunity
to be elected as a delegate to the regional and national Phi Alpha
Theta conventions. These benefits continue even after graduation.

e Eligibility to participate in the numerous conferences and
scholarship competitions held by Phi Alpha Theta nationwide.

e A subscription to The Historian, the official journal of Phi Alpha
Theta, and the opportunity to submit articles for publication in the
journal.

e Opportunities to meet fellow students, distinguished scholars, and
future colleagues at events ranging from local meetings to national
conferences.

For more information, please stop by the Phi Alpha Theta lounge (King
Hall, C4032) or contact the Phi Alpha Theta advisors: Professors Birte
Pfleger (bflege@calstatela.edu) or Scott Wells (swells2@calstatela.edu).
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Phi Alpha Theta Scholarships
Awarded every winter quarter upon faculty nomination

The Mike Kimmel Scholarship
Undergraduate or graduate who has returned to university studies after an
extended period away from higher education to work and/or raise a
family.

The Eugene Fingerhut Scholarship
Graduate student to honor distinctive academic achievement in the
History Department’s M.A. program.

The David Woessner Scholarship
Undergraduate student who has overcome both financial and additional
hardships and achieved academic distinction at CSULA.

History Department and College of Natural and Social Sciences
Scholarships
Awarded every spring quarter by the Scholarship Office, academic
departments, and various campus organizations
http://www.calstatela.edu/univ/finaid/scholar.htm

Dr Butrus Abdul-Malik
History major; undergraduate or graduate
3.0 GPA; must be enrolled for eight or more units

Dr. Timothy F. Harding
Latin American Studies major or History major with LAS minor
3.0. GPA; undergraduate or graduate

James and Linda Hornbuckle Scholarship
Physical or Social Science major
3.5 GPA, student in the Dean’s Scholars Program
Preference to a junior pursuing a teaching career

Dr. and Mrs. David Miller Scholarship
History major
3.0 GPA; full-time status; have completed at least twenty-four units at
CSULA



The Munda Scholarship
All majors in the School of Natural and Social Sciences
3.0 GPA; independent student; demonstrate need; part-time status
Career goal is teaching science to undergraduates at a college or
university

Natural and Social Sciences Dean’s Scholarship
All majors in the School of Natural and Social Sciences
3.0 GPA; Upper division standing

Howard Starret Memorial Scholarship Fund
History or Foreign Languages and Literatures major
Preference to disabled students

Alice Ann Wolf Scholarship Fund
History major, preference to a single parent

William E. Lloyd Memorial Fellowship (Emeriti)
Admission to and current enrollment in a master's degree program
Working towards an M.A. in History or Political Science or an M.S. in
Public Administration
3.5 graduate GPA
Completion of at least one 500 level course
University and/or community service



CONTRIBUTORS

Dustin Black holds a Bachelor of Arts in History from California State
University, Long Beach, and will soon complete the Master of Arts in
History at CSULA. His research interests include identity, the
environment, and human rights, with an emphasis on both modern
Europe and colonial North America. He has worked in various capacities
in the CSULA History Department, and is enormously grateful for the
support of his colleagues. Dustin looks forward to continuing his research
while pursuing a career in postsecondary education.

Rosa Cesaretti was born in Mexico City and grew up in Los Angeles.
She is married to an Italian artist, and together they have a son who is
comfortable in all three cultures. Rosa has been captivated by evidence
of yesterday’s events ever since that summer day in 1965, when she
found an image of Jumbo the circus elephant who was killed in a train
crash in 1885. She did not know the full story behind the famous
pachyderm’s death, yet she felt as connected to the moment depicted in
the photograph of Jumbo succumbing to his injuries, surrounded by a
group of men wearing long coats and hats, as if she had witnessed the
tragedy herself. Rosa is currently finishing her B.A. in History at
CSULA, intending to pursue a Master’s degree in Library Science, with a
focus on archives. Since finishing her Getty Internship at the Braun
Research Library, Rosa has been interning at the Jet Propulsion
Laboratory’s library. She wishes to thank the Braun librarians, Kim
Walters and Liza Posas, for supporting her research on Eugenio
Hernandez, and for the opportunity to discover the four-leaf clover
pressed between the pages of a 1774 almanac. Rosa also extends thanks
to her husband and son for supporting her mid-life decision to go to
college.

Elwing Suong Gonzalez is a graduate student in the history department
at CSULA where she also received her teaching credential in 2004. She
earned her B.A. in Ethnic Studies at UC Berkeley in 2001. She is
currently completing her master’s thesis on demographic changes in
Alhambra from the 1940s to the present. She is also an eighth-grade
history teacher as well as a co-founder and director of the non-profit
organization East L.A. Community Arts & Mural Program. She was born
in Los Angeles, raised in Koreatown and throughout the San Gabriel
Valley. She lives in Alhambra with her husband and two young children.
She is expecting her third child this summer.



Ryan Johnson is currently a second year Master’s student in History at
CSULA with an emphasis in American labor history and class-relations
in the Gilded Age and Progressive Era. This will be his second
publication in the Department’s Perspectives, with another article in
Volume 32. He plans to move on to a doctoral program in the fall and is
considering the University of Minnesota and the University of Toronto.
Johnson received his B.A. in History from CSULA in 2006.

Abbie Perry is a Master’s Candidate at CSULA studying U.S. and Latin
American history. She is interested in the social and economic
consequences of slavery in the African-American community. Her future
plans include teaching, researching, and writing in the fields of sociology
and history, especially continuing her studies of the African-American
community. Abbie’s career and educational goals have been most
inspired by her grandmother Mildred Perry who was a community
activist and educator in Los Angeles from the 1960s to the 1980s. Abbie
was raised in San Bernardino and received her B.A. in History/Law and
Society from UC Riverside in 2005.

Kristina A. Werden is currently completing a B.A. in History and
Philosophy in the College of Arts and Letters, and the College of Natural
and Social Sciences at CSULA. In 2005 she completed a semester abroad
in Prague and since then she has developed a keen interest in modern
central and eastern European intellectual history. Other research interests
are modern American political culture, and its role in the Cold War. She
is a member of Phi Alpha Theta.



