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California State University, Los Angeles
Department of Public Safety

 
 
 
 
NUMBER: I-16 APPROVED:    
        Gregory D. King, Chief of Police 

EFFECTIVE: May 1, 2007     
 
SUPERSEDES: 1/26/2004 Reviewed/Revised:   May 1, 2010  
 
SUBJECT: Megan’s Law (C.P.C. 290, 290.4)   
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I. PURPOSE: 
 

To establish a procedure and provide guidance for the application of, and 
dissemination of information related to certain registered sex offenders under the 
California Penal Code Sections 290 and 290.4, also known as, “Megan’s Law”. 

 
II. POLICY: 
 

The University Police will make great efforts to protect the campus service 
community from registered high-risk and serious sex offenders through adherence 
to specifications provided in Megan’s Law (CPC 290; 290.4). 

  
III. DEFINITIONS: 
 

A. High Risk Sex Offender.  High Risk Sex Offenders are Serious Sex Offenders 
who have been identified by DOJ as having a high risk of re-offending and 
who may pose a greater danger to the public.  In 1996 there were 1,500 High 
Risk Offenders.  The information should be obtained by law enforcement by 
utilizing CLETS [Violent Crime Information Network/Supervised Release 
File]. 

B. Reasonable Suspicion.  Specific facts, when coupled with an individual’s 
training and experience, that would make their suspicion objectively 
reasonable. 

C. Serious Sex Offender, High Risk Sex Offender.  DOJ has categorized each 
registered sex offender as either Serious, High Risk, or Other.  Disclosure 
under Megan’s Law is allowed only as to Serious, or High Risk offenders. 

D. Serious Sex Offender.  A registrant convicted of a felony sex offense (except 
those listed in the “other” category), or of misdemeanor child molestation.  In 
1996 there were approximately 57,000 Serious Sex Offenders in California. 

 
IV.   PROCEDURE: 
 

A. Registration of Sexual Offenders--Effective October 28, 2002, Penal Code § 
290.01 was expanded and requires sexual offenders to register with University 
Police. 
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B. Convicted sexual offenders are required to register under Section 290 if: 

1. Residing on the university campus; or 
2. Enrolled as a student of the university; or 
3. Employed by the university, either full-time or part-time (includes paid 

employees or volunteers); or 
4. Working or carrying on a vocation at the University (e.g. contractors) for 

more than 14 days, or for an aggregate period exceeding 30 days in a 
calendar year (including paid workers as well as volunteers). 

 
C. The persons listed above must register with the University Police within five 

working days of commencing enrollment or employment with the university. 
Registrants are also required to notify the University Police within five days of 
ceasing to be enrolled or employed, or ceasing to carry on a vocation at the 
university. 

 
D. The university police departments should follow the same registration 

procedures with sexual offender registrants as outlined by the Department of 
Justice. All sex offender registration information should be entered in VCIN 
(Violent Crimes Information Network). 

 
E. Effective January 1, 2003, all colleges and universities must include in their 

annual Clery statistical report, a description of where sex offender information 
may be obtained. Compliance with this requirement can be met by adding a 
sentence to the Clery report such as “Public information regarding sex 
offenders in California may be obtained by viewing the Department of Justice 
On-Line Megan’s Law Web Site at the university police department or your 
local police or sheriff’s department. 

 
F. Implementation of Megan’s Law: The purpose of this guideline is to provide 

information on the procedures for the dissemination of information regarding 
certain registered sex offenders under California’s Megan’s law, pursuant to 
Penal Code §§ 290 and 290.45. 

 
1. Penal Code 290.45 states any designated law enforcement entity may 

provide information to the public about a person required to register as a sex 
offender pursuant to Section 290, by whatever means the entity deems 
appropriate, when necessary to ensure the public safety based upon 
information available to the entity concerning that specific person. 

 
2. The law enforcement entity shall include, with the disclosure, a statement 

that the purpose of the release of information is to allow members of the 
public to protect themselves and their children from sex offenders. 

 
3. Information that may be provided pursuant to subdivision (a) may include, 

but is not limited to, the offender's name, known aliases, gender, race, 
physical description, photograph, date of birth, address, which shall be 
verified prior to publication, description and license plate number of the 
offender's vehicles or vehicles the offender is known to drive, type of victim 
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targeted by the offender, relevant parole or probation conditions, crimes 
resulting in classification under this section, and date of release from 
confinement, but excluding information that would identify the victim. 

 
4. The designated law enforcement entity may authorize persons and entities 

who receive the information pursuant to this section to disclose information 
to additional persons only if the entity determines that disclosure to the 
additional persons will enhance the public safety and identifies the 
appropriate scope of further disclosure. A law enforcement entity may not 
authorize any disclosure of this information by its placement on an Internet 
Website. 

 
5. A person who receives information from a law enforcement entity pursuant 

to paragraph (1) may disclose that information only in the manner and to the 
extent authorized by the law enforcement entity. 

 
G. Department Notification 
 

1. Agencies or Entities Which Can be Notified 
 Public and private educational institutions, day care establishments, and 

organizations that primarily serve individuals likely to be victimized by the 
offender may be notified by the department that a serious sex offender lives, 
works, or otherwise frequents the area. Each department should be aware of 
the geographic boundaries of the area served in its jurisdiction. 

 
2. Uniform Implementation 
 There should be uniform implementation of the department’s disclosure of 

information to these entities. For example, if the department chooses to 
notify one school of a sex offender in its area, it should notify all schools in 
the department’s jurisdiction of the sex offenders posing a risk to children. 

 
3. Updating 
 The department should update its information on the addresses of  sex 

offenders in the defined area. 
 
4. Other Community Members Who Can be Notified 
 The department may notify other community members at risk. For example, 

a department may choose to notify women who reside in the same block as 
a rapist; or a department may decide to notify parents of children living near 
a park where a serious sex offender is known to frequent. 

 
H. Access by Law Enforcement for Proactive Dissemination to the Public about 

Sex Offenders: The information should be obtained by university police 
departments by utilizing the CLETS, Violent Crime Information 
Network/Supervised Release File. 

 
1. A peace officer must have reasonable suspicion, based on information 

which has come to his or her attention, that a person may be at risk from the 
sex offender and the offender is likely to encounter that person. 
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2. When these conditions are met, the field officer shall obtain approval from 

the campus police chief or designee before disseminating information to the 
public. Any disclosure must comply with the requirements of Penal Code 
Section 290 PC. 

 
I. Proactive Dissemination to the Public on Sex Offenders 
 

1. Law enforcement can disseminate information by whatever means the 
department deems necessary to ensure the public safety. The information 
disclosed must comply with the requirements of Penal Code Sections 
290.45. 

 
2. If a department disseminates information on a high-risk offender, it must 

maintain a record of the means and dates of dissemination for a minimum of 
five years. The Supervised Release File may be utilized to maintain this 
record. 

 
J. Internet: Departments may not place information about sex offenders on the 

internet. 
 

 
 
V. APPENDICES.  None. 
  
 


