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1.0
PURPOSE:

To establish policies and procedures for the training, inspection and use of full body safety harnesses.

20. 
ORGANIZATIONS AFFECTED:

All University units that use, handle, or store full body safety harness and all employees, who while performing work, wear this equipment.

3.0 REFERENCE:

3.1 Title 8, California Code of Regulations, Chapter 4, Construction safety Orders, Section 1682-1692 

4.0 POLICY:

It is the policy of Cal State LA to provide personal fall arrest equipment to those workers that require such equipment for their jobs and to maintain that equipment in a high state of readiness.  No employee will be allowed to use fall arrest equipment that is degraded or unsafe.  Employees will not be allowed to work using equipment for which he is not trained.
5.0 
TRAINING:

Departments that require the use of personal fall arrest equipment must train those employees using this equipment in the proper use, care and inspection of the equipment.  
6.0 
INSPECTION: 

6.1 
Prior to Use: The person that will wear the fall arrest harness must inspect the harness prior to use.  Inspection criteria are contained in XXXXXXXXXXXX. 
6.2
Following a fall arrest event:  Immediately following a fall arrest event, the harness and any associated deceleration equipment must be taken out of service and destroyed or sent to the equipment provider for detailed inspection and service. 

6.3
Biannual Inspection:  A competent person (not the user) must inspect the harness at least twice annually (required 8 CCR 3299 Appendix C I(f)(2)).  Record of the inspection result will be documented in a log sheet per Appendix A.
6.4
Note that use of the equipment in harsh environments or prolonged use may require an increase in Pre-use and/or biannual inspection frequency.

6.5
INSPECTION STEPS:

Step 1. 
Inspect harness hardware (buckles, D-rings, back pad, loop keepers); these items must not be damaged, broken, distorted, and must be free of sharp edges, burns, cracks, worn parts, or corrosion.  PVC coated hardware must be free of cuts, rips, tears, holes, etc. in the coating to ensure non-conductivity.  Ensure buckles work freely.  Inspect parachute buckle spring.

Step 2. 
Inspect webbing; material must be free of frayed, cut, or broken fibers.  Check for mildew, wear, damage and other deterioration.  Inspect stitching; Check for pulled or cut stitches.  Broken stitches may be an indication that the harness has been impact loaded and must be removed from service.

Step 3. 
Inspect labels; all labels should be present and fully legible.

Step 4. 
Inspect each system component or subsystem.

Step 5. 
Record the inspection date and results in the inspection and maintenance log in section 8.0.
6.5.1 If inspection reveals a defective condition, immediately remove unit from service.  Equipment removed from service must either be returned to the manufacturer for servicing or destroyed. 
6.5.2 Only authorized personnel of the manufacture may make repairs to this equipment.  
7.0 MAINTENANCE, SERVICING AND REPAIRS:

7.1 Clean full body harness with water and mild soap solution.  Do not use bleach or bleach solutions.  Wipe off hardware with clean, dry cloth, and hang to air dry.  Do not force dry with heat.  An excessive buildup of dirt, paint, etc. may prevent the full body harness from working properly, and in severe cases degrade the webbing to a point where it weakens the material and should be removed from service.

7.2 Store full body harnesses in a cool, dry, clean environment out of direct sunlight.  Avoid areas where chemical vapors may exist.  Thoroughly inspect the full body harness after extended storage.

7.3 Additional maintenance and servicing procedures must be completed by a factory authorized service center.  Do not attempt to disassemble the unit.   

8.0 Storage
8.1 Store in a location where equipment cannot be damaged by heat, light, excessive moisture, oil, chemicals and their vapors or other degrading elements.

8.2 If equipment is wet, dry it prior to storage.  Dry with absorbents first, then hang freely to dry, but away from excessive heat.
8.3 Store in an area that avoids confusion of ownership.  If marking the equipment to identify for personal use, do not mark using ink on the webbing.  Ink chemically attack webbing materials leading to weakness.  Tagging is a permissible means to identify ownership.
