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Cal State L.A. hydrogen station 
becomes !rst in California to be 
certi!ed to sell fuel to public

Cal State L.A. Hydrogen Research and Fueling Facility.

�e Cal State L.A. Hydrogen Research 
and Fueling Facility has become the !rst 
station in California to be certi!ed to sell 
fuel to the public.

�e facility recently passed a rigorous 
state performance evaluation and can now 
sell hydrogen by the kilogram to drivers of 
fuel cell vehicles.

“�is is a milestone in the commer-
cialization of hydrogen in preparation for 
the next generation of electric vehicles 
that will be powered by hydrogen,” 
said Michael Dray, technical operations 
manager at the fueling facility. “It’s equiv-
alent to getting the !rst sticker from the 
state government to sell gasoline by the 
gallon.”

Governor Jerry Brown’s o"ce recently 
informed the university that the fueling 
facility had received the certi!cation, 
known as California Type Approval. �e 
state is leading the e#ort to develop such 
facilities and has allocated $200 million 
during the next decade to further the con-
struction of a hydrogen-fueling network 
across California.

�e Governor’s O"ce of Business 
and Economic Development (GO-Biz) 
said the hydrogen station’s certi!cation 
“demonstrates that close coordination 
between government and industry can 
enable a seamless and fair consumer expe-
rience for this critical technology.”

“GO-Biz commends the entire team at 
Cal State L.A. for their work to advance 
the commercial success of hydrogen fuel 
cell electric vehicles,” said Tyson Eckerle, 
zero emission vehicle infrastructure proj-
ect manager for GO-Biz.

Opened last May, the fueling station 
at Cal State L.A. is the largest such facil-
ity on a university campus in the United 
States and produces hydrogen on site. 
�e station is capable of using renewable 

sources such as solar and wind power for 
hydrogen production.

�e hydrogen facility provides key 
research data on fueling performance and 
station operations to the U.S. Department 
of Energy and National Laboratories, as 
well as to state agencies such as the Cali-
fornia Energy Commission and California 
Air Resources Board.

“Our hydrogen station is playing a 
crucial role in helping situate California 
as a national leader in zero emission 
vehicles,” University President William 
A. Covino said. “�e station also provides 
an ideal opportunity for Cal State L.A. 
students, faculty, and sta# to collaborate 
on cutting-edge research and technology 
initiatives with government agencies that 
will contribute to improving air quality in 
Los Angeles and beyond.”

�e hydrogen station has sparked in-
ternational interest. In the last six months, 
visitors from Korea, Japan, China, Russia, 
Germany, and Scotland have come to Cal 
State L.A. to tour the facility.

Audi, Honda, Hyundai, General 
Motors, Mercedes Benz, and Volkswagen 
have all fueled prototype hydrogen vehi-
cles at the Cal State L.A. station. �ese 
vehicles, which emit only water vapor, 
hold approximately six kilograms of 
hydrogen and take about six minutes to 
!ll. A kilogram typically allows a vehicle 
to travel about 50 miles.

�is year marked a new chapter in the 
use of hydrogen vehicles when Hyundai 
produced several hundred vehicles, many 
of which are being leased to drivers in the 
Los Angeles area, Mr. Dray said. Ideally 
located near two freeways and downtown 
Los Angeles, the Cal State L.A. fueling 
facility will play an increasingly important 
role as the use of hydrogen vehicles be-
comes more widespread.

Emmaus Lutheran School and Pre-
school will o#er an open house from 10:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Sunday, March 8, at 840 S. 
Almansor St., Alhambra.

Phone to tour the school’s 6+ acre campus.
Emmaus o#ers quality academic pro-

grams, before and after school care, sport 

teams, tennis, piano, choirs and music for 
all students, student government, !eld 
trips, library, large !eld integrated technol-
ogy, and full service gym. 

For more information, visit www.
emmauslutheranchurch.org, or phone 
626-289-3664.


