
xi 

 

About the Authors 
 

Leslie Perez graduated from Cal State 
LA in 2022 with her B.A. in History 
and Teacher Preparation. In 2022, she 
received the Monica Taylor Award 
from the History Department. She is 
currently working with LAUSD full-
time and is a first-year graduate student 
at Cal State LA pursuing her single-
subject teaching credential in 

History/Social Sciences and an M.A. in Foundations of Education. 
In her spare time, Leslie enjoys record shopping, attending 
concerts, and traveling with her partner. In the near future, she 
sees herself teaching history and remaining committed to 
education. She would like to acknowledge her professors, Dr. 
Birte Pfleger, Dr. Camille Suárez, and Dr. Jennifer Curren, who 
supported and recognized her potential during her History 
undergraduate career. 
 
 
 

Cole Costello is an M.A. student in 
History, graduating in Spring 2023. 
Cole’s research interests are the 
intersections of race, labor, and 
ethnicity in the American West of the 
late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries. Prior to graduate studies, he 
earned his B.A. at the University of 
Oregon in 2016, majoring in General 

Social Sciences and minoring in History. Some of his passions 
outside of academia include urban hiking, music (favorite styles 
include sludge metal, psychedelic rock, and post-hardcore punk), 
antiquing, and succulent gardening. After completing his M.A., 
Cole hopes to continue in academia and live a life 
teaching/assisting others in research. 
 
 



xii 
 

 

 
 

Esmeralda Del Rio is a second-year 
graduate student at Cal State LA. She 
received her undergraduate degree in 
History and English Literature at the 
University of Southern California. Her 
research interests include the history of 
Mexico in the eighteenth century, 
California history, transnational 
history, and environmental history. She 

developed and continues to manage the Cal State LA website for 
“Growing Food in the City,” and is a part of the Historical Climate 
Adaptive Database for the City of Los Angeles. In her free time, 
she loves reading Jane Austen novels and spending time with her 
cat, Penny. 

 
 
  

Jose Pascual received his Masters 
Degree in History at Cal State LA in 
2022. During his graduate studies he 
was an Editor for Perspectives Vol. 46, 
and focused on European imperialism 
in Southeast Asia during the 16th and 
17th centuries. At thirteen years old, 
Jose moved to the United States from 
the Philippines, and went on to 

graduate from Cal State Dominguez Hills. He is currently working 
at the Norton Simon Museum in Pasadena, CA. Outside of 
academia, he likes hiking, traveling to different countries, visiting 
museums, and learning new languages. 
 

 

 

 



 xiii 

 

 

 
Dominic Sheehan is a second-year 
graduate student at Cal State LA. He is 
pursuing an M.A. in History. His fields 
of interest are eleventh-, twelfth-, and 
thirteenth-century knighthood, chiv-
alry, and Crusades. He is also the 
President of the Phi Alpha Theta - Eta 
Xi Chapter at Cal State LA. When he is 
not studying, he enjoys spending his 

free time with his beautiful fiancée, Ngozi Egeonu. Without her 
love and support, he would not be able to live out his dreams. In 
addition to school and his fiancée, his other passion is basketball. 
He plays on a semi-professional basketball team. 
 
 
  


