
The Living and Working in SELA Survey: A Highlights Report
 
In late 2019, the California Community Foundation, the Pat Brown Institute for

Public Affairs at Cal State LA, the SELA Collaborative, and Latino Decisions

developed a pathbreaking survey to unearth the voices of Southeast Los

Angeles (SELA). The Living and Working in SELA survey was conducted under

the direction of Dr. Matt Barreto by Latino Decisions, a premier national polling

firm that specializes in the Latinx community.

 
The survey reached 1,017 SELA residents through a mixed mode of cellphone,

landline, and Internet interviews. Surveys were conducted in English or Spanish,

according to respondent preference, between December 5, 2019 and December

27, 2019. The margin of error is+3.1 percentage points.

 
The survey was completed before the catastrophic coronavirus pandemic hit

the United States. This is a portrait of SELA just before the sky fell in.  While

much will change in the coming weeks and months, this survey provides a

baseline from which to examine SELA and the perilous conditions that it

currently faces.

 
SELA is a historically underserved region and home to one of the highest

concentrations of Latinxs and undocumented residents in the state of

California. Because of the longstanding and persistent social, economic, and

health inequities that have shaped daily life in SELA, it is likely that the region

will disproportionately suffer from the pandemic.
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In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, how many SELA
residents are struggling to pay rent or mortgage?
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What
economic impacts have residents experienced because of the coronavirus
outbreak?
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During this pandemic, how have residents who have lost their employer-
based coverage addressed their healthcare needs?
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As a
result of the pandemic, how have civic and philanthropic activities been
impacted?



Do

residents who initially wanted to participate in the census in-person plan to

complete the form in an alternative way?
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With public health so dominant during the crisis,

which other issues are currently considered critical?
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During this

pandemic, how many are still commuting to their jobs and have their

commuting patterns changed?
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During the pandemic, how reliable has public

transportation service been for the SELA community?
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Given the

transition to online schooling, do parents have access to the resources to

support their children with distance learning?
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Water Quality 

Pesticides 

Noise Polluion 

Has the pandemic changed

concerns about environmental hazards?
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During this public health crisis, whom do residents trust to
provide accurate information about COVID-19?
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In the
midst of this pandemic, how concerned are residents about immigration
policy and the presence of ICE in SELA?
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By amplifying the voices of SELA’s residents, the Living and Working in SELA
survey provides insight into the region and its baseline conditions just before

the pandemic. Many of the challenges of daily life in SELA that are documented

in the survey have been compounded by COVID-19. In light of the pandemic,

our research team has set out to administer a second survey that will allow us

to more precisely understand how the region’s residents are contending with

the current crisis in light of the assets and challenges that were already present

beforehand.

 
The two surveys together will provide community leaders with a roadmap for

addressing the needs of the region during this perilous time and for policies

going forward after the crisis is past.


