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Weather: LONG BEACH, CA | Now: 65ºF | High: 75ºF | Low: 63ºF | 5-Day Forecast

Latest photos

Photos: Pittsburgh
Pirates beat L.A.
Dodgers, 6-3
Photos: On this day –
June 17, 1885 – The
Statue of Liberty
Arrives
Photos: Black Forest
residents thank fire
crews
Photos: Daytime
Emmy Awards
Photos: 2013 Miss
USA pageant
Photos: NBA Finals –
Spurs take game 5,
beat Heat 114-104
Photos: Father’s Day
on board the USS Iowa
Photos: US Open Final
Round
Photos: Doctoring a
family affair at St.
Mary Medical Center

Long Beach
Unified wins
judgment against
accuser in false
rape case
against Brian
Banks

1.

Russian
President Putin
says Super Bowl
ring was a gift

2.

Body Glove
co-founder Bob
Meistrell dies on
boat returning
from Catalina

3.

Long Beach set
to unload
265-property
portfolio

4.

Long Beach
woman's
stabbing
possible
domestic
violence, say
police

5.

Michael Martinez
goes for PhD,
other 18 year
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Michael Martinez goes for PhD, other 18 year olds
finishing high school
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LONG BEACH - While most kids his age are
applying for scholarships, Michael Martinez has
already turned down full-ride offers from the likes
of Stanford University and Harvard.

The 18-year-old chemistry major recently
graduated from Cal State Los Angeles and is
headed to Scripps Research Institute in La Jolla
where he aims to earn a doctorate in synthetic
organic chemistry.

XBox is kinda boring.

"I definitely enjoy research more than playing
around," Martinez said from his parents' home
Friday. "It's a lot more satisfying.

His interest now is researching how materials
from starch derivatives and sugar can be turned
into more useful and valuable compounds.

"A lot of these natural products have potential to
be used as a therapeutics and other agents to
treat disease," Martinez said.

It all started with baking soda and vinegar
volcanoes.

From a young age, Martinez thrived on conducting
experiments. He was bright enough in grade
school to politely challenge his instructors.

"We would go to the parent-teacher conference
and he and the teacher would be having an
argument," said Martinez's father, Mike Martinez. "It would be interesting to watch the debate."

Before graduating Tincher K-8 in East Long Beach, Martinez took science classes at Long Beach
City College. He skipped high school and at 13 years old enrolled at CSULA through the Early
Entrance Program, which allows gifted students as young as 11 years to go to college.

The decorated student earned the CSULA Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry's Freshman
in Chemistry Award, and the Society for Advancement of Chicanos and Native Americans in
Science's Outstanding Undergraduate Research Presentation Award among other top honors.

His brother isn't far behind.

Joaquin Martinez is a 15-year-old junior studying engineering at Cal State Long Beach.
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olds finishing
high school
Nearly half of
those eligible for
food stamps
refuse benefits

7.

Police searching
for LAUSD
teacher who
allegedly killed
his estranged
wife in West Hills

8.

California man
fatally crushed
by cows at dairy
farm

9.

14th Street Park
a turnaround
success

10.

Recent Blog Posts

L.A. Airspace: LAX
to spend $4 million
on capital
improvements. But
what does that buy?
Inside Boxing:
Mikey Garcia stops
Juan Manuel Lopez
in the fourth round in
Dallas
Clippers: Clippers,
Celtics and talks
over Kevin Garnett,
Doc Rivers
Inside Boxing:
Check out Adrien
Broner in this video
promoting his fight
with Paulie
Malignaggi
Inside Boxing:
Adrien Broner, never
at a loss for insulting
words, takes a shot
at Malignaggi
Inside Boxing:
Richard Schaefer: If
Saul ‘Canelo’ Alvarez
beats Floyd
Mayweather Jr., look
out
Neighbors:
Juneteenth in Long
Beach

More News

Updated: June 17, 2013

2 killed in Long Beach crash
involving motorcycle, car
Downey named to 2013
All-America Cities list
Long Beach woman's
stabbing possible domestic

Their mother, Barbara Martinez, has a doctorate in education policy.

"Michael and Joaquin are her most exciting research project," Mike Martinez said.

Michael Martinez hopes to someday join the faculty at a school like Caltech or MIT.

When he's not conducting research, he likes to run and roller-blade, and listen to rock bands like
Arctic Monkeys.

"I'll listen to anything as long as it doesn't interfere with my studying," he said.
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Recommended for You
Steve Smith: David Crosby hopes for one
more...

Rich Archbold: 16 kids make a special
Father's...

Motorcyclist killed in Long Beach crash

Downey named to 2013 All-America Cities list

With Tesla out, what's next for Downey and
Long...

'Fruitvale Station': LAFF Pick of the Day for...
-- SPONSORED LINK --

Elena Rybolovleva and Dimitri
Rybolovlev - In Photos: Billionaire...
(From DailyMe.com)

Click here to sign up for home delivery of the Long
Beach Press-Telegram.
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