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We Are LA: Empowering 
Dreams, 
Transforming 
Lives



As we begin a new academic year and gather for 
University Convocation and Investiture, we are not 
simply marking time — we are making history. �is is a 
moment of purpose. A season of promise. A call to move 
forward together with boldness, clarity, and compassion.

We Are LA: Empowering Dreams and Transforming Lives is 
not only a theme — it is a declaration of who we are and 
what we are capable of becoming. It is the collective 
heartbeat of Cal State LA, echoing through generations of 
students who dared to dream, families who sacri�ced to 
make those dreams possible, and faculty and sta� who rise 
each day to open doors and remove barriers.

We are not here to replicate the past.  
We are here to reimagine the future.
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�is University stands tall because of the people who believe in its mission and live it out in 
classrooms, o�ces, residence halls, resource centers, and research labs. We are rooted in equity, 
justice, and service. We li� each other as we climb. And we meet this moment with the unwavering 
belief that higher education can — and must — be a vehicle for liberation and transformation.

We will create belonging with bold intention, courageous design, and the unwavering belief that 
every person deserves to be seen, heard, and valued. We will lead with integrity and innovate with 
vision. We will celebrate the power of our diversity and the beauty of our shared vision.

 To our faculty: �ank you for being the architects of possibility — designing blueprints for   
 brilliance, igniting minds, and shaping futures that have yet to be imagined.

 To our sta�: �ank you for being the soul and steady rhythm of this campus — the unseen force  
 that moves us forward with care, resilience, and grace.

 To our students: �ank you for entrusting us with your dreams — the most sacred gi� of all. You  
 are the reason we rise each day with purpose, passion, and urgency.

 To our alumni and partners: �ank you for walking alongside us — not as bystanders, but as 
 co-creators of legacy, lighting the path with your wisdom, advocacy, and unwavering belief in 
 what we can become.

�e Investiture is not just a celebration of a presidency — it is a celebration of a community. I hope 
you will join me, not only in attendance, but in spirit, as we begin this chapter together. What we 
build now will echo far beyond our time here. Let’s make it count.

With pride, hope, and gratitude for the journey ahead,

 Berenecea Johnson Eanes, Ph.D.
 California State University, Los Angeles

MESSAGE FROM
BERENECEA JOHNSON EANES, 
Ph.D.
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California State University, Los Angeles marks a historic occasion during the 
annual University Convocation: �e Investiture of Dr. Berenecea Johnson Eanes 
as the University’s ninth president and the �rst woman to serve in this 
distinguished role.  
 
�is year’s Convocation and Investiture will also serve as the o�cial launch of 
the new academic year. Building from the president’s theme of We Are LA: 
Empowering Dreams, Transforming Lives, the program will honor outstanding 
students, faculty, and sta�, alongside our close and enduring relationship with 
our many communities.  
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University Convocation is a tradition at Cal State LA, began in 2013, that serves 
to launch a new academic year. Universities have held convocations since the 
Middle Ages in order to welcome students into the community of scholars who 
will teach them. Literally meaning “calling together,” Convocation assembles the 
entire University community. 
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Investiture sits alongside Commencement and Convocation in marking 
the rituals of beginnings, endings, and transitions in higher education. 
�e ceremonial component is the bestowing of the authority, responsibility, 
and symbols of the presidency. As we embark on this next chapter for 
Cal State LA, it is an opportunity to �nd ways in which a change in 
direction and leadership empowers us all. 

  

Welcome to a new beginning

What is University Convocation?

What is a presidential investiture?
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About the University
 
Founded in 1947, California State University, Los Angeles is dedicated to empowering 
dreams and transforming lives through celebrated academic programs in the College of 
Arts and Letters, College of Business and Economics, College of Education, College of 
Engineering, Computer Science, and Technology, College of Ethnic Studies, Rongxiang Xu 
College of Health and Human Services, and College of Natural and Social Sciences. 
 
As the premier comprehensive public university in the heart of Los Angeles, Cal State LA 
stands at the pinnacle of upward mobility—ranked No. 1 in the state and nation. Our 
faculty and sta� proudly serve more than 22,000 remarkably diverse students and more 
than 270,000 alumni who re�ect the present and future of Los Angeles and our global 
communities. In who we are and whom we serve: We are LA!

1947-49: 

P. Victor Peterson

1949-62: 

Howard S. McDonald

1962-63: 

Albert D. Graves

1963-66: 

Franklyn Arthur Johnson

1966-79: 

John E. Greenlee

1979-2013: 

James M. Rosser

2013-2023: 

William A. Covino

2023-2024: 

Leroy M. Morishita

2024-Present: 

Berenecea Johnson Eanes
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��­�����University Presidents
1st (1947-49): P. Victor 
Peterson

2nd (1949-62): Howard S. 
McDonald
3rd (1962-63): Albert 
D. Graves

4th (1963-66): Franklyn Arthur 
Johnson
5th (1966-79): John 
E. Greenlee
6th (1979-2013): James 
M .Rosser

7th (2013-2023): William 
A. Covino
8th (2023-2024): Leroy 
M. Morishita
9th (2024- Present): Bereneca 
Johnson Eanes
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�e President’s Medallion symbolizes the responsibility of the 
O�ce of the President and the obligation to promote and maintain 
the values represented by the institution. In 2025, a newly designed 
medallion will be bestowed on Dr. Berenecea Johnson Eanes to 
commemorate a new chapter at Cal State LA. �e medallion, forged in 
antique gold with black enamel, re�ects the University colors and 
replicates the University Seal. �e president’s name is engraved on a 
single banner linking the two sides of the chain. �e chain includes 
pearls that symbolize health, wisdom, and grace.  
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�e University Mace is a ceremonial symbol of 
authority carried in academic processions. �e honor 
of serving as Bearer of the Mace of California State 
University, Los Angeles, is accorded to the chair of the 
Academic Senate, the governing body of the faculty. 

�e current Mace was �rst presented on May 9, 2014. 
Re�ecting the University colors, the Mace bears 
four gold-plated bronze University Seals with black 
enamel on a dark walnut headpiece. �e crowning 
ornament depicts a gold-plated bird of paradise — the 
o�cial �ower of the City of Los Angeles — which 
symbolizes Cal State LA’s dedication to “engagement, 
service, and the public good.” �e buds represent the 
letters, arts, and sciences. �is decorative element was 
part of the previous Mace designed by the late Hudson 
Roysher, emeritus professor of art at Cal State LA. 

���������������� 
�e University Seal has as its motif the outline 
of California, with a sunburst indicating the 
location of the University within the City of 
Los Angeles. �e open book symbolizes the 
educational mission of the University, with the 
numerals indicating the date of its founding.  
�e original design for the seal was created 
by John R. Siebon. It was accepted by the 
Associated Students, Inc. as its o�cial emblem 
in November 1949 and was adopted o�cially
by President Howard S. McDonald and the 
Executive Council in April 1953. �e 
University Seal is reserved for legal, formal, 
and ceremonial purposes, materials related to 
Commencement, diplomas, o�cial transcripts, 
formal events, documents, and items from the 
President’s O�ce. 

The President's Medallion

University Seal The University Mace
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Processional …………………………................. Pomp and Circumstance March, Op. 39 
  No. 4 in G Major, Composed by Edward Elgar 
  
Presentation of Colors ……………………..... Cal State LA/UCLA Army ROTC  
  Color Guard Team 
  
National Anthem ……………………………….. Performed by Belen De Leon 
  NBC4 and Telemundo 52 
  
Land Acknowledgement …………………….... Carolyn Dunn 
   Faculty, �eatre and Dance  
 
Libation Ceremony ……………………………... Gwendolyn Alexis 
  Friend of Dr. Berenecea Johnson Eanes 
  
Welcome …………………………………………... Jessica DeShazo 
  Chair, Academic Senate 
   Faculty, Political Science 

Greetings From the Provost ……………….... Heather Lattimer 
  Provost and Vice President for Academic A�airs 
  
Outstanding Professor Awards ………......... Anureet Kaur 
Presentation  Chair, Outstanding Professor Awards Committee 
  Faculty, Nutrition and Food Science 
  
50 Years of Service Presentation .................. Kenneth Castillo 
to Hiram Channell  Sta� Senator, Academic Senate 
  
Student Greeting ……………………………..... Arwa Mohamed Hammad 
  President, Associated Students, Incorporated 
  
WE ARE LA: Empowering Dreams, ……………Brandon Baker 
Transforming Lives Spoken Word Cal State LA Student, Prison Graduation Initiative 
 
Mistress of Ceremony Greeting …………..... Belen De Leon 
  Morning News Meteorologist,  NBC4 and Telemundo 52 
  
Johnson Family Poem …………………………... Family Member of 
  Dr. Berenecea Johnson Eanes 
   
Community Cultural Performance ……...... Mariachi Las Mariposas 
  Gar�eld High School 
  
Alumni Greeting ………………………………... Larry Adamson 
  CSU Board of Trustees Member, Cal State LA Alumnus 
  
CSU Board of Trustee Remarks ………………Jack B. Clarke, Jr. 
  Chair, CSU Board of Trustees 

  
Musical Interlude ……………………………... Jillian Ardelia Harrison-Jones 
  Musical Director, Witherspoon Presbyterian Church 
  Michael Maxwell, Piano Accompanist  
  
Chancellor Remarks and …………………..... Mildred García 
Presentation of Medallion Chancellor of California State University 
  
Investiture Address ………………………....... Berenecea Johnson Eanes, Ph.D. 
  9th President of Cal State LA 
  
Blessing …………………………………………... Dr. Winterbourne Harrison-Jones 
  Senior Pastor, Witherspoon Presbyterian Church 
  of Indianapolis  
 
University Hymn ………………………………... Lena Marandi 
  Cal State LA Alumna 
  Mitsuko Morikawa, Piano Accompanist  

Closing Remarks  ………………………….......... Belen De Leon 
  Morning News Meteorologist, NBC4 and Telemundo 52 

Recessional ……………………………………..... Second Line Jazz Band 
  Conducted by James Ford III 
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University Convocation and Investiture 
Ceremony
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All hail to thee, our alma mater dear!  

We sing with faith and pride thy praises far and near.  
We dedicate our lives to truth and peace and right,  

To give the world the torch of freedom’s light.  
Hail, All Hail! 

– Marian Crowell Bessette, ’49
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Lorem ipsum

Belen De Leon is the weekday morning meteorologist for NBC4’s Today in 
LA. A member of Southern California’s Most Accurate Weather Team, she 
brings over 15 years of broadcast experience. She began her career in South 
Texas, reporting in English and Spanish, and later joined KUSA-TV in 
Denver.  De Leon holds a Meteorology Certi�cation from Mississippi State 
University and a Seal of Approval from the National Weather Association. A 
former Latin Billboard Award-winning singer, she now enjoys family life in 
Los Angeles with her husband and three children.  
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University Hymn

About our Emcee
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CSU BOARD of TRUSTEES  

Jack B. Clarke, Jr. Chair 
Larry Adamson 
Raji Kaur Brar 
Wenda Fong 
Darlene Yee-Melichar   
CHANCELLOR’S COUNCIL��
Mildred García 
    CSU Chancellor  
Danielle Garcia 
    Associate Vice Chancellor and Chief of Sta� 
Frank Hurtarte 
    Vice Chancellor and Chief Human Resources O�cer 
Andrew Jones 
    Executive Vice Chancellor and General Counsel 
Vlad Marinescu 
    Vice Chancellor and Chief Audit O�cer 
Greg Saks 
    Vice Chancellor, External Relations and Communications 

CSU PRESIDENTS and DESIGNEES  

Jeffrey D. Armstrong 
    President, California Polytechnic University, San Luis Obispo 
Erika D. Beck  
    President, California State University, Northridge 
Cheryl Koos 
    Associate Vice President, Faculty A�airs, 
    California Polytechnic University, Pomona 
Vernon B. Harper Jr. 
    President, California State University, Bakers�eld 
Saúl Jiménez-Sandoval 
    President, California State University, Fresno 
Lynn Mahoney 
    President, San Francisco State University 
Ellen J. Neufeldt 
    President, California State University, San Marcos 
Thomas A. Parham  
    President, California State University, Dominguez Hills 
Britt Rios-Ellis  
    President, California State University, Stanislaus 
Ronald S. Rochon  
    President, California State University, Fullerton 
Vanya Quiñones  
    President, California State University, Monterey Bay 
Karyn Scissum-Gunn 
    Provost and Senior Vice President, 
    California State University, Long Beach 
Luke Wood 
    President, Sacramento State University 

CAL STATE LA PRESIDENT’S CABINET  

Berenecea Johnson Eanes 
    President 
Patrick K. Day 
    Vice President for Student A�airs and Enrollment Management 
Heather Lattimer 
    Provost and Vice President for Academic A�airs 
Claudio Lindow 
    Vice President and Chief Financial O�cer, Administration 
    and Finance 

Jeffrey Poltorak 
    Interim Vice President for University Advancement and 
    Executive Director of the Cal State LA Foundation 
Kristina Doan Strottman 
    University Counsel 

CAL STATE LA DEANS OF COLLEGES 
and the UNIVERSITY LIBRARY  
James Ford III 
    Interim Dean, College of Ethnic Studies 
Catherine (Cat) Haras 
    Interim Dean, College of Professional and Global Education 
Marcos Pizarro 
    Dean, College of Education 
Wendy Reiboldt 
    Interim Dean, Rongxiang Xu College of Health and Human Services 
Carlos Rodriguez 
    Dean, University Library 
Priscilla Y. Romkema 
    Interim Dean, College of Business and Economics 
Stephen M. Trzaskoma 
    Dean, College of Arts and Letters, and
    Interim Dean, College of Natural and Social Sciences 
Nancy Warter-Perez 
    Dean, College of Engineering, Computer Science, and Technology

CAL STATE LA CAMPUS LEADERSHIP�
Jessica DeShazo 
    Chair, Academic Senate 
    Faculty, Political Science 
Arwa Mohamed Hammad 
    President, Associated Students, Incorporated 
Darlene Finocchiaro 
    President, Alumni Association 

CAL STATE LA PAST PRESIDENTS
William A. Covino, President (2013–2023) 
Leroy M. Morishita, Interim President (2023–2024) 

PRESENTERS and SPEAKERS  
Gwendolyn Alexis 
    Friend of Dr. Berenecea Johnson Eanes 
Kenneth Castillo 
    Sta� Senator, Academic Senate and 
    CSUEU chapter 311 LA, President (Sta� Union) 
Carolyn Dunn 
    Faculty, �eatre and Dance 
Anureet Kaur 
    Chair, Outstanding Professor Awards Committee 
    Faculty, Nutrition and Food Science 

HONORARY GUESTS 

Kevin Xu
    Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters 
    National Rongxiang Xu Foundation 
Dr. Li Li 
    National Rongxiang Xu Foundation 
Dr. Winterbourne Harrison-Jones 
    Senior Pastor, Witherspoon Presbyterian Church of Indianapolis
Jillian Ardelia Harrison-Jones 
    Musical Director, Witherspoon Presbyterian Church 
Christine Devine 
    Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters
    FOX 11 Los Angeles News Anchor 
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CALIFORNIA COMMUNITY COLLEGES
Jennifer Zellet 
    Superintendent-President, Antelope Valley College 
Keith Curry 
    President/CEO, Compton Community College District 
Monte Perez 
    Interim President, East Los Angeles College 
Mike Muñoz 
    Superintendent-President and CEO, Long Beach City College 
José A. Gómez 
    Superintendent-President, Pasadena City College 
Annebelle Nery 
    President, Santa Ana College

COLLEGES and UNIVERSITIES
Patricia Ramsey 
    President, Medgar Evers College of the City University 
    of New York (CUNY)
Malikka Karteron 
    Hampton University 
Shaun R. Harper 
    Provost Professor of Education, Business, and Public Policy,
    University of Southern California 
Keith Humphrey 
    Vice President of Student A�airs, 
    University of Northern Colorado 
Brock Mayers 
    Associate Vice President and Dean of Students, 
    Morehouse College 
Maureen O'Connor 
    President Emeritus, Palo Alto University 
Clint-Michael Reneau 
    Vice President for Student A�airs, Northern Illinois University  
Karen Abigail Williams 
    Vice President of Student A�airs and Enrollment Management, 
    York College, City University of New York 

CAL STATE LA
Ramon Castillo 
    Interim Associate Dean, College of Business and Economics 
Karin Elliott Brown 
    Associate Vice President and Dean of Graduate Studies 
Kirsten Fisher 
    Interim Associate Dean, College of Natural and Social Sciences 
Cari Flint 
    Associate Dean, Rongxiang Xu College of Health and Human Resources 
Mitch Fryling 
    Associate Dean, College of Education 
Blanca Martinez-Navarro 
    Associate Vice President for Student A�airs and Enrollment Management, 
    and Dean of Students
Alison McCurdy 
    Associate Dean, College of Natural and Social Sciences 
Gustavo Menezes 
    Interim Associate Provost, Undergraduate Student Success  
Mark Tufenkjian 
    Interim Associate Dean, College of Engineering, Computer Science, 
    and Technology 
Katherine Weiss 
    Associate Dean, College of Arts and Letters

 
 
 

Platform Party
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Belen De Leon
Brandon Baker
James Ford III
Guillermo Gonzalez
Jillian Ardelia Harrison-Jones
Lena Marandi
Mariachi Las Mariposas
Michael Maxwell
Mitsuko Morikawa
Second Line Jazz Band

Associated Students, Incorporated
Center For Student Involvement
Golden Eagle Film Festival
The Luckman Fine Arts Complex
Prison Graduation Initiative

Nicole B. Jordan 
Far Western Regional Director, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated
Ingrid Johnson 
President, Mu Epsilon Omega Chapter
Lynette K. Brooks
President, Alpha Gamma Omega Chapter 
Members of the Far Western Region Chapter of 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated 
The Far West Regional members of 
Jack and Jill, Inc.
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Delegates
California Community Colleges

Colleges and Universities

Cal State Los Angeles

Campus Partners

Special Thank you

Perfromers
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CHANCELLOR’S COUNCIL
Mildred García 
    CSU Chancellor 

Andrew Jones 
    Executive Vice Chancellor and General Counsel 

Patrick J. Lenz 
    Interim Executive Vice Chancellor and 
    Chief Financial O�cer 

Frank Hurtarte 
    Vice Chancellor for Human Resources and 
    Chief Human Resources O�cer 

Vlad Marinescu 
    Vice Chancellor and Chief Audit O�cer 

Greg Saks 
    Vice Chancellor, External Relations and Communications 

Nathan S. Evans 
    Deputy Vice Chancellor, Academic and Student A�airs, 
    Chief Academic O�cer 

Dilcie D. Perez 
    Deputy Vice Chancellor, Academic and Student A�airs, 
    Chief Student A�airs O�cer 

Michelle Kiss 
    Associate Vice Chancellor and Chief of Sta�, 
    CSU Board of Trustees 

Danielle Garcia 
    Associate Vice Chancellor and Chief of Sta� 

APPOINTED BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Larry L. Adamson 
Diego Arambula Vice Chair 
Raji Kaur Brar 
Jack B. Clarke, Jr. Chair 
Carson Fajardo 
Jean Picker Firstenberg 
Wenda Fong 
Mark Ghilarducci 
Leslie Gilbert-Lurie 
Jazmin Guajardo 
Julia I. Lopez 
Jack McGrory 
Sam Nejabat 
Yammilette “Yami” Rodriguez 
Christopher Steinhauser 
Jose Antonio Vargas 
Darlene Yee-Melichar
EX OFFICIO TRUSTEES 

Gavin Newsom 
    Governor of California 

Eleni Kounalakis 
    Lieutenant Governor 
Robert Rivas 
    Speaker of the Assembly 

Tony K. Thurmond 
    State Superintendent of Public Instruction 

Mildred García 
    CSU Chancellor 

CAL STATE LA PRESIDENT’S CABINET 

Berenecea Johnson Eanes 
    President of Cal State LA 

Patrick K. Day 
    Vice President for Student A�airs and Enrollment Management 

Sally Freiling 
    Assistant to the President and Director of Administration 

Heather Lattimer 
    Provost and Vice President for Academic A�airs 

Claudio Lindow 
    Vice President for Administration and Finance and 
    Chief Financial O�cer 

Anh Huynh-Nelson 
    Deputy Chief of Sta� and Director of Strategic 
    Presidential Engagement 

Jeffrey Poltorak 
    Interim Vice President for University Advancement and 
    Executive Director of the Cal State LA Foundation 

Victor M. Rojas, Jr. 
    Chief of Sta� 

Kristina Doan Strottman 
    University Counsel 

DEAN OF THE COLLEGES 
and the UNIVERSITY LIBRARY
 James Ford III 
    Interim Dean, College of Ethnic Studies 
Catherine (Cat) Haras 
    Interim Dean, College of Professional and Global Education 
Marcos Pizarro 
    Dean, College of Education 
Wendy Reiboldt 
    Interim Dean, Rongxiang Xu College of Health and 
    Human Services 
Carlos Rodriguez 
    Dean, University Library 
Priscilla Y. Romkema 
    Interim Dean, College of Business and Economics 
Stephen M. Trzaskoma 
    Dean, College of Arts and Letters, and
    Interim Dean, College of Natural and Social Sciences 
Nancy Warter-Perez 
    Dean, College of Engineering, Computer Science, 
    and Technology 

Leadership
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Luisa Acosta  

Felipe Arevalo  

Fabiola Avina  

Will Baker III  

Danese Bardot  

Megan Bell  

Ashley M. Bellorin  

Larry Bohannon

Myles Bridgewater-Jackman  

Karin Elliott Brown  

Valerie Caldera  

Kenneth D. Castillo  

Marcy De La Cerda  

Byron Chamberlain  

Ricky Chen  

Justin Cone  

Michael Cooper  

Marisol Cruz  

James Cuaresma  

Angela Dalberiste  

Jennifer Celaya Davis  

Jessica DeShazo  

Tess Denham  

Pedro Diaz  

Cicero Estrella  

J. Emilio Flores  

James Ford III  

River Foskey  

Sally Freiling  

Rico Garcia 

Carmen Gachupin 

�ank you to all the individuals who served on an Investiture Committee and 
to those who generously contributed their time, talents, and support to help 
make this event possible.

Aaron Gomez  

Omar Gonzales  

Christopher Gravis  

Meredith Greenburg

Arwa Mohamed Hammad  

Henry Harris  

Michelle Hawley  

Erik Frost Hollins  

Eugene Hutchinson  

Phung Huynh

Anh Huynh-Nelson  

Daniel Keenan  

Edward Kitaoka  

Liz Landeros  

Adriana Lara  

Harkmore Lee  

Jonathan De Leon  

Adriana Leyva  

Margie Low  

Elba Mandujano  

Mia Martinez  

Blanca Martinez-Navarro  

Irwin Medina  

Nicholas A. Mestas  

Danny Molina  

Michael Morales  

Susana Moreno  

Nidavone Niravanh  

Nery Orellana  

Eddie Padilla  

Priscilla Parks  

Barnaby Peake  

Kisha Perez  

Jeff Poltorak  

Rogelio Ramirez  

Diana Cazandra Rangel  

Brandi G. Redick  

Jane Rhee  

Carlos Rodriguez  

Victor M. Rojas, Jr.  

Luis E. Roldan  

Vincenzo De La Rosa  

Vahid Rowhani

Bidhan  Roy  

Delmy Ruiz  

Sarina Frontino Sanchez  

Rose Savare  

Amanda Tapia  

Anthony Tarvin  

Jennifer Thompson  

Kenny To  

Stephen M. Trzaskoma  

Katia Tyra  

Maria Ubago  

Marla Ulloa  

Teresa D. Uscanga  

Marlene Vazquez  

Nancy Warter-Perez  

Kirby Williams  

Judy M. Wynne



California State University, Los Angeles, 5151 State University Drive, Los Angeles, California 90032 

We extend our heartfelt thanks to the National Rongxiang Xu Foundation for their 
generous support, which made Investiture-related events possible.

We’re also deeply grateful to our sponsors and partners for their meaningful contributions 
in advancing Cal State LA’s mission to empower students and transform lives. 

Larry L. Adamson and
Lynn Adamson

CSU Trustee and Cal State LA
Foundation Board Member 

Christine, David, and
Joshua Navarro de Leon

in memory of
Professor Ray de Leon

Capri Maddox, Esq., 
Executive Director

Chin Family
Foundation

Jacqueline and
Leonard
Williams

Lindow 
Lima 

Family
Heather 
Lattimer

Leslie and Cliff
Gilbert-Lurie

Alumni
Association
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