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ENGL 3000-LEVEL READINGS 
COURSES
• ENGL 3100-ENGL 3700 (6 total, program requirements)

• Designed for breadth, not depth (Coverage)

• Not assessed since semester conversion



LITERARY (TEXTUAL)
COVERAGE

Criteria of Coverage

• # of authors 

• # of texts/genres

• # of literary periods 

For Literary/Textual Coverage in 

the 3000-level Readings courses, we 

collected syllabi and assessed the 

following:

3 sections of ENGL 3100

1 section of ENGL 3200

4 sections of ENGL 3300

2 sections of ENGL 3400

5 sections of ENGL 3600

3 sections of ENGL 3700



FINDINGS

Course

Overall Ratings

ENGL 3100 2

ENGL 3100 2

ENGL 3100 2

ENGL 3200 2.5

ENGL 3300 3

ENGL 3300 3

ENGL 3300 3

ENGL 3300 3

ENGL 3400 2.5

ENGL 3400 2.5

ENGL 3600 2.5

ENGL 3600 3

ENGL 3600 3

ENGL 3600 2.5

ENGL 3600 3

ENGL 3700 1

ENGL 3700 2

The average for all Readings courses 

was 2.5, which suggests that, overall, 

there is adequate coverage of 

literature at the 3000 level. 

However, there were a few 

sections that need improvement in 

the # of authors and texts covered. 

Most 3100 instructors use a 

textbook.



“CLOSING THE LOOP”

To ensure consistency for our students, we suggest the following Guidelines 
for Readings Courses:

• We suggest a minimum of 12 different texts should be covered in ENGL 
3200-3700. 

• All sections of ENGL 3100 could use more historical overview of language. 

• We suggest a minimum of 15 authors for Readings courses since they are 
designed for breadth, not depth.

• In the two sections of ENGL 3400, one stops at 1818 and the other goes to 
1950. Regular instructors of ENGL 3400 may want to establish a guideline 
for the time period to cover to ensure consistency for students.



LITERARY ANALYSIS



FINDINGS

Course Surface-level
Textual 
Devices

Direct 
Evidence

ENGL 
3100 4.1 3.95 3.9n=14

ENGL 
3200 3.07 3.12 2.42n=7

ENGL 
3300 3 1.8 3.25n=8

ENGL 
3400 3.08 2.54 2.79n=12

ENGL 
3600 2.7 2.5 2.8n=5

ENGL 
3700 3.21 1.78 3.07n=7

*Scale of 
1-5 for 
each 
criteria

DISCUSSION:

In 8 out of 18 categories students do not meet the 
“Adequate/Proficient” category. 

Some assignments are better designed to assess 
textual analysis. 

Scores for ENGL 3100 are noticeably higher than other 
courses, though this could be due to its focus on 
Linguistics, Rhetoric, and Language.



“CLOSING THE LOOP”

• Reported findings to the Department in April 2022

– Proposed reducing the number of Readings courses and adding writing instruction at the 3000-level.

– While there is adequate literary coverage in the Readings courses, students are not demonstrating 

adequate proficiency in textual analysis skills. 

– Creating a Best Practices for Readings Courses Guide for the Department 

• We recommend that once per academic year instructors of each of the Readings courses meet 

with the other instructors who teach the same course(s) to share their syllabi and discuss best 

practices to ensure consistency & equity.

• Future Assessments may want to emphasize one type of assignment to assess literary analysis.



T H A N K  Y O U !
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