EACAL STATE LA

Date: April 23, 2026

To: Jessica Deshazo, Chair Academic Senate

From: Azalea Camacho, Educational Policy Committee Chair

Copies: G. Meneze; W. Cwir; K. Howard; B. Winokur; T. Meyerott; M. Garcia; R. Roquemore; C. Pugh
Subject: EPC Memo 25-07 Proposed Policy Modifications: Introduction to Higher Education Course —

Chapter V of the Faculty Handbook

The Educational Policy Committee (EPC) recently reviewed the Introduction to Higher Education (IHE) Course
policy following a recommendation from the Curriculum Subcommittee. On March 3, 2026, the
subcommittee finalized a memo to EPC recommending an automatic Credit for Prior Learning (CPL) toward
IHE for eligible transfer students to align campus practices with Executive Order 1100 (Revised) and
Executive Order 1036 (Revised). EPC officially received this memo and held a time-certain with Theresa
Meyerott, Curriculum Subcommittee Chair on March 11, 2026. EPC voted to approve the recommendations
and include them in the IHE Course policy on April 22, 2026.

Under this policy modification, eligible transfer students will automatically receive two units of CPL toward
the IHE requirement if they meet the following criteria:

e Completion of a minimum of 30 transferable semester units.

e A minimum 2.0 transferable GPA.

e Completion of Lower-Division GE Area 1A and Area 2 (consistent with EO 1100).
e Admission to Cal State LA.

The modifications are in alignment with both system-wide policy and priorities for student success. The
modification directly implements EO 1036, which directs campuses to award appropriate credit for
demonstrated prior collegiate learning. In addition, transfer students who have completed significant lower-
division coursework have already demonstrated the academic readiness and persistence that IHE was
designed to foster. It also removes structural barriers that often lead to excess unit accumulation and
delayed graduation.

The proposed modifications are as follows:

Line 5: Added "first-year student" and removed "freshmen" to reflect current inclusive language.
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Line 7 — 16: Added language to algin with the “Definition, Philosophy, Student Leanring Outcomes and
Criteria for General Education Breadth Requirements” effective spring 2025. Removed outdated language to
align with the General Education Breadth Requirements under Executive Order 1100.

Line 13 -22: Added language stipulating the eligibility criteria for transfer students to automatically receive

CPL toward the IHE requirement.
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EPC 25-07

INTRODUCTION TO HIGHER EDUCATION
COURSE

(Senate: 6/15/96, 5/25/99, 5/20/14, 12/1/15; President: 9/5/96, 10/8/99, 6/26/14,
3/2/16; Editorial Amendment: 9/00)

Every entering FIRST-YEAR STUDENT FRESHMAN shall be required to complete a
TWO UNIT 1000-level course, no later than their second term in

residence. STUDENTS SUCESSFULLY COMPLETING THE INTRODUCTION TO HIGHER
EDUCATION REQUIREMENT WILL DEMONSTRATE INFORMATION LITERACY
COMPETENCY AND BE ABLE TO UTILIZE THE RESOURCES AVAILABLE AT HIGHER
EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS TO SUPPORT LEARNING, ACADEMIC PLANNING, AND A
SENSE OF BELONGING as described in the policy “Definition, Philosphy, Student
Learning Outcomes and Criteria for General Education Breath Requirements”

effective FALL 2016 SPRING 2025. IN WHICH THE LEARNING OUTCOMES FOR

LIFELONG LEARNING AND SELF -DEVELOPMENT (BLOCK E), INTRODUCTION TO

HIGHER EDUCATION, AND LOWER DIVISION CIVIC LEARNING AND/OR COMMUNITY

ENGAGEMENT ARE DESCRIBED.

HOWEVER, TRANSFER STUDENTS SHALL AUTOMATICALLY RECEIVE TWO UNITS OF
CREDIT FOR PRIOR LEANRING TOWARD THE IHE REQUIRMENT IF THEY MEET ALL OF
THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA:

e COMPLETION OF A MINIMUM OF 30 TRANSFERABLE SEMESTER UNITS

e MINIMUM 2.0 TRANSFERABLE GPA

e COMPLETOIN OF LOWER-DIVISION GE AREA TA AND AREA 2, CONSISTENT
WITH CSU-GE STRUCTURE UNDER EO 1100

e ADMISSION TO CAL STATE LA
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26 THE POLICY REMOVES IHE AS AN ADDITIONAL CAMPUS-LEVEL REQUIRMENT
27 FOR ELIGIBLE STUDENTS UNLESS REQUIRED BY THE MAJOR.
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