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Date:  April 23, 2025 
 
To:  Andre Avramchuk, Chair Academic Senate 
   
From:  Shikha Upadhyaya, Educational Policy Committee Chair 
  
Copies: M. Hawley; M. Garcia; K. Brown; C. Harris; K. Fisher; R. Roquemore; C. Pugh 
 
Subject:  EPC Memo 24-10: Proposed Policy Deletion: Graduate Writing Requirement – Chapter IV of 

the Faculty Handbook (Ch.4.420) 
 

On April 16, 2025, the Educational Policy Committee (EPC) reviewed the existing Graduate Writing 

Requirement policy. According to a memo from the CSU Chancellor’s Office dated March 24, 2022, the 

Graduate Writing Assessment Requirement (GWAR) is no longer required for graduate students systemwide, 

effective for catalog years beginning Fall 2023. 

 

In alignment with this systemwide directive and the CSU’s shift toward campus-based writing assessment 

integrated with WSCUC core competencies, the EPC approved deleting the Graduate Writing Requirement 

policy. 
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GRAD UATE W RITING REQ UIREMENT 1 

(Sena te : 4/3/84, 8/5/86, 8/23/88, 9/23/92[EA], 5/4/99, 6/2/15, 4/4/17; President: 4/19/84, 5/9/87, 2 

10/7/88, 11/18/92, 8/17/99, 10/13/15, 4/19/17; Editoria l Am endm ent: 9/00, 8/01) 3 

All CSU stude nts a re  required  by Trustee  policy to  dem onstra te  com petence  in  writing as a  4 

requirem en t for a ll a dvanced  degrees. All post-bacca laurea te  students a t Ca l Sta te  L.A. who a re  5 

subject to  re quirem e nts of the  1984-85 or any la te r Ca ta log and  who a re  pursu ing a  gradua te  6 

degree  a re  required  to  sa tisfy the  Gradua tion  Writing Assessm ent Requ irem ent. Gradua te  7 

students a re  conside red  to  have  m e t the  GWAR requirem ent upon adm ission  to  the  unive rsity 8 

if they (1) ea rned  a  bache lor's  degree  or h igher from  an  accredited  college  or un ive rsity where  9 

English  is  the  m e dium  of instruction ; or (2) a tta ined  a  score  of 41 or be tte r on  the  writing 10 

portion  of the  Ca liforn ia  Basic Educa tiona l Skills  Test (CBEST) or a  score  of 4 on  the  ana lytic 11 

writing portion  of the  GRE or the  GMAT. 12 

Gradua te  students m ust sa tisfy th is requirem ent be fore  com ple ting 12 sem este r un its . 13 

Gradua te  students m ay take  the  writing proficiency exam  once . Studen ts who do not pass a re  14 

required  to  pass the  designa ted  GWAR course . Students who do not sa tisfy the  GWAR 15 

requirem en t with in  the ir first 12 un its  m ay be  subject to  a  registra tion  hold . Studen ts m ust 16 

sa tisfy th is Gradua te  Writing Requirem e nt in  orde r to  be  Advanced  to  Cand idacy. 17 

 18 

Departm ents/d ivisions/schools m ay require  of the ir m a jors additiona l d iscip line -base d  19 

coursework in  writing. 20 

 21 

A studen t who has sa tisfied  the  Gradua te  Writing Requirem e nt sha ll continue  to  be  ce rtified  22 
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with  no tim e  lim it on  such  ce rtifica tion . A Post-bacca laurea te  unclassified  student is  not 23 

required  to  sa tisfy th is Gradua te  Writing Requirem en t. 24 
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