2026 CSU UAV Competitions
Design Competition Guidelines and Evaluation Criteria
CSU California Unmanned Aerial Systems Competition (C-UASC 2026) at Mojave Air & Space Port
CSU California 3D-Printed Fixed-Wing Aircraft Competition (C-3DPAC 2026) at Cal State LA

Deadlines and Submissions
Design Submissions need to be emailed to AircraftCompetitions@calstatela.edu by May 16, 2026

Design Competition 
In addition to the documentation required from each to for purposes of demonstrating flight qualification, teams are encouraged to submit more design documentation to demonstrate the quality and creativity of the work they have performed. There will be a design and innovation prize awarded based on this documentation. 
Rules Governing Design Team and Design Competition Entries 
All Design Team Members shall be members of the Development Team. 
All design competition entries must also be entries in the Flight Competition. 
All design, analysis, and fabrication of the competition entry is the sole responsibility of the student team members. 
All design work must be performed by undergraduate or graduate students enrolled during at least one of the preceding Fall, Spring, or Summer terms at an accredited college or university.

Designs may include commercial off-the-shelf parts but the integration of these parts and the design of the overall system, including hardware and software, must be done by the design team. 
Students may only participate on a single team. Faculty advisors may advise more than one team. 


Score for Design Competition 
The score for the Design Competition will be based on several factors and evaluated by a panel of judges from industrial and academic partners. 
Judges will evaluate: 
· Well formulated engineering processes, analysis, and methodology 
· Well described engineering design features 
· Well described manufacturing processes 
· Innovation in processes or materials 
· Innovation in aircraft configuration, aerodynamics or structure 
· Innovation in control systems, autonomy or mission payloads


Suggested Outline: (This is suggested; variations are permitted)

1.0 Team Information
· Team Name
· College/University
· Correspondence Information

2.0 Aircraft Design Detail 
· Approach
· Configuration / CAD
· Structure Design and Analysis
· Aerodynamic Design and Analysis
· Control Design and Analysis
· Propulsion/Power
· Electronics
· Payload Systems

3.0 Manufacturing Detail
· Processes and Technologies
· Challenges and Constraints

4.0 Summary & Conclusions
· Innovation
· Lessons Learned

