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Literacy Rich Environment

o Contexts in which children engage in interest-based everyday 

literacy activities with responsive adults.

o They stimulate children to participate in language and literacy activities.

o They are interesting, inviting, comfortable, and well-stocked with easily accessible 

materials. 

o They are in classrooms, homes, and many other places around the community. 



Classroom 
settings

C la s s r oo m  s e t t i n g s  o f t e n  h a v e  a  
v a r i e t y  o f  l e a r n in g  c e n t e r s  o r  
a r e a s  t ha t  c a n  p r o v i d e  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  l i t e r a c y  l e a r n i ng :  

 I nd oo r s — g r e e t i ng  a r e a ,  r e a d i ng  
c e n t e r ,  w r i t i n g  c e n t e r ,  d r a m a t i c  
p l a y  c e n t e r ,  c om p u t e r  c e nt e r ,  
a r t  c e nt e r ,  b l oc k  c e nt e r ,  m u s i c  
c e n t e r ,  s c i e nc e  c e n t e r ,  
s n a c k / e a t in g  a r e a ,  b a t h r o o m  
a r e a  

 O u t d o o r s — c l i m b i n g  s t r u c t u r e ,  
s w i n g s ,  s a n d b o x ,  w a t e r  t a b l e ,  
f ie l d  t r i p s / w a l k s ,  l i b r a r y  v i s i t s



Home settings

H o m e s  a l s o  c on t a i n  a  n u m b e r  o f  

a r e a s  t ha t  c a n  p r o v i d e  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  e a r l y  l i t e r a c y  

l e a r n i ng :  

 I nd oo r s — e nt r y  a r e a ,  l i v i n g  r oo m ,  

d in i n g  r oo m ,  k i t c h e n ,  p a n t r y ,  

b e d r oo m ,  h om e  o f f i c e ,  
b a s e m e n t ,  b a t h r oo m ,  g a r a g e

 O u t d o o r s — y a r d ,  
d r i v e w a y / p a v e m e n t ,  o u t d o o r  

p l a y  a r e a s ,  l i b r a r y  v i s i t s ,  

s h o p p i n g ,  r id i ng  i n  t he  c a r / b u s



Create Low-Cost Environments

Y o u  c a n  c r e a t e  a  l i t e r a c y - r i c h  e n v i r on m e n t  u s in g  m a n y  l ow - c os t  
a l t e r n a t i v e s  i n c l u d i n g :  

 R e - u s e  c l e a n  h ou s e h o l d - i t e m  p a c k a g e s  w i t h  p r i n t e d  la b e l s  

 C ol l e c t  d i s c a r d e d  i t e m s  a n d  r e c yc l a b l e s  f r om  l o c a l  b u s in e s s e s

 U s e  f r e e  m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  c o m e  i n  t h e  m a i l   

 C ol l e c t  f r e e  s a m p l e s

 R e q u e s t  d on a t i o n s  o f  m a t e r i a l s  

 S e e k  o u t  f r e e / l ow - c os t  b oo k s  a n d  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s  o n  t h e  i n t e r n e t



Research says…

 R e s e a r c h  c o n d u c t e d  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e a d i n g  P a n e l  ( N R P )  f o u n d  t h a t  
s k i l l s  i n  p h o n e m i c  a w a r e n e s s ,  p h o n i c s ,  f l u e n c y ,  v o c a b u l a r y ,  a n d  
c o m p r e h e n s i o n  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  t o  l i t e r a c y  d e v e l o p m e n t  ( N R P ,  2 0 0 1 ) .

 B e f o r e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s  c a n  b e g i n  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e s e  f i v e  s k i l l s ,  
t h e y  n e e d  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  a n d  u s e s  o f  l i t e r a c y  ( E h r i  &  S w e e t ,  
1 9 9 1 ;  G u n n ,  S i m m o n s ,  &  K a m e e n u i ,  1 9 9 5 ;  M a s o n  &  A l l e n ,  1 9 8 6 ;  S u l z b y  &  
T e a l e ,  1 9 9 1 ) .  

 A  l i t e r a c y - r i c h  e n v i r o n m e n t  i s  a  s e t t i n g  t h a t  s t i m u l a t e s  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  
d i s a b i l i t i e s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  l a n g u a g e  a n d  l i t e r a c y  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e i r  
d a i l y  l i v e s  t h e r e b y  g i v i n g  t h e m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  o f  t h e  
u t i l i t y  a n d  f u n c t i o n  o f  o r a l  a n d  w r i t t e n  l a n g u a g e .



• A  l i t e r a c y -  r i c h  e n v i r o n m e n t  r e q u i r e s  b o t h  s t r u c t u r a l  ( i . e .  m a t e r i a l  r e s o u r c e s )  a n d  

i n s t r u c t i o n a l  ( i . e .  t e a c h e r - c h i l d  i n t e r a c t i o n s )  f e a t u r e s

Literacy rich environments

Literacy-Rich 
Classrooms

Instructional 
Features

Structural Features



The Classroom Literacy Environment

Structural Features

 the tangible literacy materials that are 
available to children in the classroom

Instructional Features

 the ways in which teachers interact with 
children to support their literacy 
development 

A literacy- rich environment requires both structural (i.e. material 

resources) and instructional (i.e. teacher-child interactions) features



Structural Features—The tangibles

Children’s books—high-interest books in a well-organized library

Print props (e.g. shopping lists, calendars)

Writing materials (e.g. markers, pens, paper, crayons, 
chalkboards, chalk)

Contact with print (display of posters, children’s writing, signs, 
teacher’s writing, labels, use of black/whiteboard)

 These displays provide children with examples of how spoken words can 
be represented in print



Instructional 
Features

These are the ways in which 
teachers interact with children to 
support their literacy 
development, particularly as it 
occurs through classroom 
discussions and activities.

 Teachers’ open-ended 
questioning

 Engaging children in frequent 
conversations

 Modeling complex vocabulary

 Scaffolding complex thinking

 Providing explicit instruction on 
language and literacy skills



Back to the Structural Features of Literacy Rich 
Environment: What kinds of books?

Varying in level of difficulty from simple to 
complex text

Representing a variety of text genres such 
as information, rhyming, alphabet, 

concept, simple story narratives, and more



Classroom 

Environments

Classroom settings often have a variety of 

learning centers or areas that can provide 

opportunities for literacy learning:

▪ Indoors: greeting area, reading center, 

writing center, dramatic play center, 
computer center, art center, block center, 

music center, science center, snack/eating 
area, bathroom area

▪ Outdoors: climbing structure, swings, 
sandbox, water table, field trips/walks, library 

visits

▪ Books, Nooks, and Literacy Hooks

▪ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lqZ-

ceU_aYM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lqZ-ceU_aYM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lqZ-ceU_aYM


Classroom Materials

Examples of Materials

• Ph on e  b o oks

• D i c t i on a r i e s

• M e n u s

• R e c i p e s

• L a b e ls

• S i gn s

• Pr i n t e d  d i r e c t i on s

• S t u d e n t  wor k

• A l p ha b e t  d i sp l a ys

Adapted Materials

• T a c t i l e  B o o k s  —  t e x t u r e d  p r i n t  o r  p i c t u r e s  
w i t h i n  b o o k s  f o r  s t u d e n t s  t o  t o u c h  a n d  

s n i f f

• M a n i p u l a t i v e s  —  h a n d s - o n  s k i l l  b u i l d i n g  

m a t e r i a l s  s u c h  a s  p a t t e r n  b l o c k s ,  c o l o r  
t i l e s ,  a n d  r e a d i n g  r o d s

• S l a n t  b o a r d s  —  b o a r d s  p r o p p e d  u p  o n  a n  
a n g l e d  b o o k  s t a n d s  t o  a s s i s t  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  

t h e i r  w r i t i n g

• P e n c i l  g r i p s  —  a  p r e - s h a p e d  g r i p  t h a t  i s  

p l a c e d  o v e r  a  p e n c i l  t o  a s s i s t  s t u d e n t s  
w i t h  p r o p e r  g r i p  a n d  l e t t e r  f o r m a t i o n



Classroom Materials

 H o w  c a n  y ou  u s e  t h e  s a m e  t y p e s  o f  m a t e r i a l s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  

o r  le a r n i n g  c e nt e r s ?

• M a t e r i a l s  c a n  a n d  s h ou l d  b e  u s e d  a c r os s  d i f f e r e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  h e l p  

c h i l d r e n  d e v e l op  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  u s e  t h e m  i n  v a r y in g  c o n t e x t s .  

• F o r  e x a m p le ,  d r y - e r a s e  b o a r d s  a n d  m a r k e r s  c o u l d  b e  u s e d  i n  t he  

k i t c he n  t o  c r e a t e  “ T o  D o ”  l i s t s  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  a  r e a d i ng  a r e a  t o  

p r a c t ic e  w r i t i n g / s c r ib b l i ng  b e h a v io r .  



How a Literacy-Rich Environment 

Facilitate Access?

• C re a t i n g  a  l i t e r a c y - r i c h  e n v i ro n m e n t  i n  s c h o o l  e n r i c h e s  l i t e r a c y  

e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  s t u d e n t s  w h o  m a y  h a v e  l i m i t e d  e x p o s u re  t o  

l i t e r a c y  d u e  t o  d e l a y s  o r  d i s o r d e r s  i n  t h e i r  d e v e l o p m e n t .  

• M a k i n g  l i t e r a c y  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  e n v i ro n m e n t  a n d  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  a l l  

c h i l d r e n  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  c u r r i c u l u m  ( e . g . ,  

B ra i l l e  f o r  c h i l d re n  w i t h  v i s u a l  i m p a i r m e n t s ,  a s s i s t i v e  t e c h n o l o g y  

f o r  c h i l d re n  w i t h  p h y s i c a l ,  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  o r  c o g n i t i v e  d e l a y s )  

o c c u r s  i n  m a n y  w a y s .  



How a Literacy-Rich Environment 

Facilitate Access?

• T e a c h e r s  a s s e s s  t h e  a b i l i t i e s  a n d  c h a l l e n g e s  o f  s t u d e n t s ,  t h e n  p r o b l e m  

s o l v e  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h a t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w i l l  b e s t  m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e s e  

s t u d e n t s .  

• S p e c i f i c  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f o r  a l t e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  a r e  b e s t  

m a d e  o n  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  b a s i s  a n d  w i t h  c o n s u l t a t i o n  o f  s p e c i a l  

e d u c a t o r s  a n d  r e l a t e d  s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e r s .



Background and Cultural Considerations

• R e s e a r c h  in d ic a t e s  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  c u l t u r e  i n  u nd e r s t a nd i ng  

s t u d e n t s ’  b a c k g r ou n d s  a n d  h o m e  l i t e r a c y  e n v i r o nm e nt s  a s  w e l l  a s  

t h e  i n f l u e n c e  t h a t  c u l t u r a l  v a l u e s  ha v e  o n  l i t e r a c y  d e v e l o p m e n t .  

• S t u d e n t s  w h o h a v e  no t  b e e n  e x p o s e d  t o  s p e c i f i c  v o c a b u la r y  o r  

l i t e r a t u r e  w i l l  ne e d  a d d i t i o na l  s u p p or t  w i t h  l e a r n i n g  c o n c e p t s  f r o m  

n e w  m a t e r i a l .  T e a c h e r s  c a n  d i s c u s s  t h e  l i t e r a c y  g o a l s  f o r  e a c h  

s t u d e n t  w i t h  p a r e nt s  in  o r d e r  t o  g a in  s u p p o r t  a t  h o m e .



Strategies for Students from Diverse 

Backgrounds:

 Read aloud frequently

 Include children’s primary language in print around the classroom

 Allow children to make mistakes when attempting to use a second language

 Encourage children to read the same books repeatedly to become familiar with text

 Plan activities that involve using language



Benefits of Literacy Rich Environment

 A  l i t e r a c y - r i c h  e n v i r on m e n t  d o e s  m o r e  t h a n  p r o v i d e  v i s u a l  e x p o s u r e  

t o  p r i n t .  I t  a l s o  p r ov i d e s  op p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  m e a n i n g f u l  i n t e r a c t i on  

w i t h  i t .  

 A  w e l l - p r e p a r e d  l i t e r a c y - r i c h  e nv i r on m e n t  in v i t e s  c h i l d r e n ’ s  a c t i v e  
e ng a g e m e n t  i n  a t  l e a s t  t w o  d i f f e r e n t  m o d a l i t i e s  i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  

i n t e g r a t i n g  v i s u a l  a n d  v e r b a l  l i t e r a c ie s  t o  f o s t e r  e m e r g e nt  l i t e r a c y  

s k i l l s .













Incorporating 

Materials in 

Functional 

Ways

o Focus on incorporating materials 

throughout the environment in functional 

and natural ways.

o Functional use of materials means that 
children use the materials for a specific 

purpose.

o For example: 

o Use paper and pencils to write notes to one 

another.

o Place a menu in the dramatic play area.

o Provide children with catalogs and 

magazines in the reading area.



ACTIVITY:
Setting up a Literacy Environment

 Each group will design a learning center or an area in the classroom 
(not a book or library). Write descriptions and paste pictures as 
examples on a word document. Designate someone in your group 
who will share the group’s design.

 When designing your learning center or area, be sure to note the 
following:

 Materials included

 Functional uses of materials

 Whether materials were high, medium, or low cost

 In what ways could the materials from each learning center/area 
created be embedded in other learning centers/areas?



Keep these 
strategies in 

mind…

Article: The essentials of early literacy instruction (Roskos, 
Christine, & Richgels, 2003)

These eight specific strategies have their roots in the research 
on how young children begin to acquire literacy.

 Rich teacher talk

 Storybook reading

 Phonological awareness activities

 Alphabet activities

 Support for emergent reading

 Support for emergent writing

 Shared book experience

 Integrated, content-focused activities



Reflection: Literacy Rich Environment

Today, as practitioners, ask 

yourselves these questions about 

the classroom environment.



Now, let’s take a Culturally Responsive 

Pedagogy lens.

Yuan & Jiang, 2019



Small Group Discussion: 

Culturally Responsive Literacy Practices

 Think about the students in your class. 

 Examine the different dimensions of multicultural education. What are some 

recommended literacy teaching strategies that support the implementation of culturally 

responsive practices, in an inclusive and effective literacy environment?
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