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HONORS CORE

HNRS 101 Introduction to Honors
Allison Sidle Fuligni (afulign@calstatela.edu)
Tina Salmassi (tsalmas@exchange.calstatela.edu) 
Kaveri Subrahmanyam (ksubrah@exchange.calstatela.edu)

How do we learn how we learn? This introduction to the 
Honors experience intensively and creatively explores the 
skills, research methods, and habits of thought that will 
prepare you to embark on a successful undergraduate 
career. You will learn to navigate and communicate in 
dynamic and digital information environments, as you explore 
and develop your learning identity as a member of an 
academic discipline, the Honors College, and the  
Cal State LA community.

HNRS 110 Reading Los Angeles: 
Communication in the City of Angels 
Beth Hoffman (bhoffma@calstatela.edu)
David Olsen (dolsen@calstatela.edu)

“It’s not what you say, it’s how you say it” has become a 
popular phrase in contemporary society. But for many, this 
phrase is false, as being a good speaker means being a good 
thinker, a good person and ultimately, a good citizen. In this 
course we will study speeches about Los Angeles in order 
to understand how “what you say” is intimately connected 
to “how you say it.” You will also construct speeches about 
Los Angeles- to explore in an embodied way the connection 
between communication and citizenship.

HNRS 120 Reading Los Angeles: 
Expressive Cultures in a Global City 
Michael Calabrese (mcalabr@calstatela.edu)
Kristiina Hackel (khackel@calstatela.edu)  
Emily Moss (emily.moss2@calstatela.edu)

This course will explore how writers, urban artists, 
communities and cultural institutions (museums, theaters, 
community arts centers, television and film studios, etc.) 
creatively respond to the global city as a meeting ground 
for transnational currents of people, cultural traditions, and 
aesthetic forms and practices. 

HNRS 130 Reading Los Angeles: 
Community and Structure in the Metropolis 
Tonatiuh Rodriguez-Nikl (trodrig7@calstatela.edu)
Molly Talcott (mtalcot@calstatela.edu)

Love it or hate it, Los Angeles can be a bewildering place, 
even for native Angelenos. In this course, we’ll figure out 
how to understand and explain the myriad forces that have 
shaped its neighborhoods and landscapes, and produced 
many “innovations”—new religious movements, urban 
designs, social protests, ecological disasters—for which LA is 
adored or reviled. 

HNRS 220 Sustainability, Place and Value:  
Social Innovation and Global Entrepreneurship 
Stephen McGuire (steve@mcguire.net)

Do you want to bring about change in your society? Do 
you wish to brainstorm, collaborate, and implement your 
creative entrepreneurial ideas to enable your community 
to progress? Then welcome aboard and share this journey 
of understanding the emerging field of social innovation and 
entrepreneurship. Social entrepreneurs work at the cross 
roads of business, nonprofit, and government, to solve 
social, political, and ecological problems. As we gain an 
understanding of the contemporary issues in social innovation 
and global entrepreneurship, we will also attempt to create 
sustainable, scalable solutions to our most imperative social 
challenges locally, nationally and internationally. 

HNRS 310 Global Citizenship: 
Human Rights and Literature 
Gretchen Angelo (gangelo2@calstatela.edu)
Bidhan Roy (broy@calstatela.edu)
Patrick Sharp (psharp@calstatela.edu)

Images of Darfur, Abu Ghraib and Bosnia on our television 
screens have made ‘Human Rights’ a familiar buzzword in 
recent years. But what are human rights? Who gets to enjoy 
them? And from where did the concept emerge? In this course 
we explore how the modern novel has played an important 
role in conceptualizing Human Rights by shaping how we think 
about key ideas such as; “freedom of expression,” “dignity,” 
“due process,” “the individual,” “universalism,” and “empathy.” 

HNRS 320 Global Citizenship: The I in Globalization 
Choi Chatterjee (cchatte@exchange.calstatela.edu)
Grant Fraser (gfraser@calstatela.edu)
Lucian Gomoll (lgomoll@calstatela.edu)

While globalization is usually represented as an abstract 
phenomenon, in reality it has powerfully shaped our identities 
and our everyday lives. In this course, we will study some of 
the major ideas that have connected the destiny of the world in 
the nineteenth and twentieth century, and continue to influence 
our present existence. We will read compelling accounts, 
historical and contemporary, of the ways in which individuals 
navigated the globalized world in the twentieth century. We 
will consider how we can make an ethical difference to our 
communities, at home and in the world.

HNRS 330/331 Global Climate Change: 
The Science and Responsible Societal Response 
Hengchun Ye (hye2@calstatela.edu)
Demian Willette (demianwillette@hotmail.com)

Global warming is a hoax perpetrated by liberal scientists 
to gain funding from the federal government. Or is it? In this 
course you will investigate evidence of climatic change and 
variability and how it impacts human society. You will work 
in teams to collect and analyze data and evidences to see 
how human activities influence climates at local, regional 
and global scales. You will also look for ways to mitigate and 
adapt to global warming effects in order to explore ways to 
help other cultures and other species to survive in a changing 
environment.   

HNRS 495 Honors Thesis Prospectus
Lucian Gomoll (lgomoll@calstatela.edu)

Introduction to advanced research methods, writing the 
thesis prospectus, conducting a literature review, and 
designing a research plan.

HNRS 496 Honors Senior Thesis
Lucian Gomoll (lgomoll@calstatela.edu)

Advanced research or creative project connected with one 
or more of the Honors College learning goals.

HNRS 497 Honors Thesis Symposium
Lucian Gomoll (lgomoll@calstatela.edu)

Variable topics focused on interdisciplinary themes 
connected with the learning goals of the Honors College. 
Includes presentation of undergraduate research and 
senior projects and theses.

HONORS ELECTIVE

COMM 176 H Argumentation
Kevin Baaske (kbaaske@calstatela.edu)

Ever wonder how certain people get elected to political 
office or why your taxes or student fees get raised?  Ever 
contemplate why popular news channels seem to do more 
“shouting” than “reasoning” or what in the world those 
“talking heads” are actually arguing about? To answer 
these questions, we will learn principles of argumentation 
and connect them to civic engagement, especially focusing 
on Los Angeles as a global metropolis.   

ENGL 101 H English Composition I:
Utopia, Dystopia, and American Culture
Jenny Hicks (jhicks4@calstatela.edu)

This class will explore utopias and dystopias by looking at 
a variety of texts, including films and historical documents, 
in order to deepen our understanding of how these themes 
shape and reflect American culture. This backdrop will 
allow us to engage critically with texts that are assigned 
and to create academic texts of our own.

ENGL 102 H English Composition II: 
Myth America
Jenny Hicks (jhicks4@calstatela.edu)

Using America as our guiding theme, this class uses 
literature and film to explore how myth and fairy tales 
reveal both social and psychological phenomena and why 
we often obey these media depictions. 

HIST 202B H American Institutions:
Human Rights and the United States 
Chris Endy (cendy@calstatela.edu)

Almost everyone says they support good citizenship 
and human rights, but few people agree on what these 
concepts mean. This class will explore controversies over 
citizenship and rights in U.S. history since 1865, and we 
will use this history to think creatively about problems that 
we face today, from immigration policy and gay rights to 
healthcare and education funding.

PHIL 152 H Human Values: 
Classical Ethics for Contemporary Society
Michael Shim (mshim@calstatela.edu)

What is the right thing to do? How does one become a 
good person? What is it to be a just citizen? Why should 
one be a moral person at all? These topics are of central 
importance to both the history of moral philosophy and to 
a contemporary examined life. The primary purpose of this 
course is not to tell you what you ought to do, but to help 
you learn how to think morally for yourself.

POLS 150 H Government and American Society:
Seeking a More Perfect Union 
through Constitutional Democracy
Martin Adamian (madamia2@calstatela.edu)

This course will explore the operation of American 
government as a Constitutional Democracy. Starting with 
an understanding of the U.S. Constitution and the role of 
law and courts, this course will cover the federal, California 
state, and local governments as points of access for 
political participation.

POLS 155 H:
Critical Analysis of Political Communication
Nadine Koch Steinberg (nkoch@calstatela.edu)

In our daily lives we are inundated with political messages 
embedded in different forms of communication. This course 
will focus on identifying ideological messages contained 
in non-traditional forms of political communication 
such as film and product ads. We will also examine the 
creation and presentation of news and its impact on our 
understanding of reality.
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FALL 2014

HNRS 101-01  Introduction to Honors
MW 1:30pm-3:10pm | Prof. Fuligni | GE Block E/IHE

HNRS 101-02  Introduction to Honors
MW 9:50am-11:30am | Prof. Salmassi | GE Block E/IHE 

HNRS 101-03  Introduction to Honors- EEP
MW 1:30pm-3:10pm | Prof. Subrahmanyam |  
GE Block E/IHE
 
HNRS 110-01  Reading LA:
Communication in the City of Angels 
TR 9:50am-11:30am | Prof. Hoffman | GE Block A2

HNRS 110-02  Reading LA:
Communication in the City of Angels 
TR 11:40am-1:20pm | Prof. Olsen | GE Block A2

HNRS 220-01  Social Innovation 
MW 11:40am-1:20pm | Prof. McGuire | GE Block D

HNRS 310-01 Global Citizenship: 
Human Rights & Literature 
MW 4:20pm-6:00pm | Prof. Roy | GE UD Theme

HNRS 310-02  Global Citizenship: 
Human Rights and Literature 
TR 4:20pm-6:00pm | Prof. Sharp | GE UD Theme

HNRS 310-03  Global Citizenship: 
Human Rights and Literature 
F 9:00am-1:00pm | Prof. Angelo | GE UD Theme 
 
HNRS 495-01 Honors Thesis Prospectus 
F 9:00am-10:50am | Prof. Gomoll
 
 

HONORS CORE

ENGL 101 H-40  English Composition I 
TR 8:00am-9:40am | Prof. Hicks | GE Block A1

HIST 202B H-08  American Institutions: Human Rights 
TR 1:30pm-3:10pm | Prof. Endy | GE Block AI

HONORS ELECTIVES

WINTER 2015

HNRS 130-01/03  Reading LA: Community and Structure 
MW 11:40am-1:20am | Prof. Talcott | GE Block D

HNRS 130-02/04  Reading LA: Community and Structure 
TR 11:40am-1:20pm |  Prof. Rodriguez-Nikl | GE Block D 
 
HNRS 130-05/06  Reading LA: Community and Structure- EEP 
MW 11:40am-1:20pm |  Prof. Rodriguez-Nikl | GE Block D

HNRS 320-01  Global Citizenship: The I in Globalization  
MW 4:20pm-6:00pm | Prof. Chatterjee | GE UD Theme

HNRS 320-02  Global Citizenship: The I in Globalization  
TR 1:30pm-3:10pm | Prof. Fraser| GE UD Theme

HNRS 320-03  Global Citizenship: The I in Globalization  
TR 4:20pm-6:00pm | Prof. Gomoll | GE UD Theme

HNRS 496-01  Honors Senior Thesis 
F 9:00am-12:50pm | Prof. Gomoll

HONORS CORE

ENGL 102 H-57  English Composition II
TR 9:50am-11:30am | Prof. Hicks | Composition II

POLS 155 H-1  Critical Analysis of Political Communication
TR 1:30pm-3:10pm | Prof. Koch | GE Block A3

HONORS ELECTIVES

SPRING 2015

HNRS 120-01  Reading LA: 
Expressive Cultures in a Global City
MW 11:40am-1:20pm | Prof. Hackel | GE Block C5(d)

HNRS 120-02  Reading LA: 
Expressive Cultures in a Global City
TR 11:40am-1:20pm | Prof. Calabrese | GE Block C5(d)

HNRS 120-03 Reading LA: 
Expressive Cultures in a Global City- EEP
TR 11:40am-1:20pm | Prof. Moss | GE Block C5(d) 
 
HNRS 330-01  Global Citizenship: Climate Change
MW 4:20pm-6:00pm | Prof. Ye | GE UD Theme

HNRS 331-02  Global Citizenship: Climate Change
M 6:10pm-10:00pm | Prof. Willette | GE UD Theme

HNRS 331-03  Global Citizenship: Climate Change
F 9:00am-1:00pm | Prof. Willette | GE UD Theme

HNRS 497-01  Honors Thesis Symposium
F 9:00am-10:50am | Prof. Gomoll

HONORS CORE

COMM 176 H  Argumentation
TR 4:20pm-6:00pm | Prof. Baaske | GE Block A3

PHIL 152 H  Human Values
TR 1:30pm-3:10pm | Prof. Shim | GE Block C3

POLS 150 H  Government and American Society
TR 9:50am-11:30am | Prof. Adamian | GE Block AI

HONORS ELECTIVES

What is the Honors College?
The Honors College provides an academically 
challenging and socially supportive environment 
that inspires students to become creative and critical 
thinkers. Exceptional faculty and engaging courses 
foster the intellectual curiosity of all students and 
provide rigorous preparation for those interested in 
pursuing advanced degrees in graduate or professional 
school. Caring staff and specialized advising help each 
student achieve his or her personal and 
academic goals.

What is an Honors Class?  
Honors courses are designed for highly motivated 
students who want to learn with students like 
themselves. Generally smaller, Honors classes 
explore academic subjects in greater depth, encourage 
greater interaction with faculty, and 
often include co-curricular activities, field trips, 
or community engagement activities. 

Who can enroll in an Honors Course? 
Honors Core courses are for students in the 
Honors College. Freshmen are required to enroll 
in the Reading LA sequence (HNRS110-120-130). 
Sophomores should enroll in HNRS 220. Juniors are 
required to take the Global Citizenship sequence 
(HNRS 310-320-330) to complete their upper-division 
theme. Honors College students are eligible to enroll 
in all Honors courses. Students who are not enrolled in 
the Honors program but who have earned a 3.3 GPA or 
above are welcome to enroll in other Honors courses if 
space is available. Interested students 
are encouraged to contact the Honors College to 
request a permit.

THE HONORS CORE
Freshmen Core Overview: Reading LA
Exploring the Cultural and Social Fabric of the City 
of Angels. LA lore is lodged in imagination through 
words, music, art and politics. 
From the Red Hot Chili Peppers’ song 
Californication to Hollywood films, to photos of 
Robert F. Kennedy’s assassination, images of LA 
inundate the world. The result? Everyone seems 
to have an opinion about LA—even those who’ve 
never been here. In HNRS 110, 120, and 130, 
students discover new ways to understand and 
analyze modern urban environments and the 
creative and critical expressions that 
emerge from them. This course will shape your 
studies and life after CSULA, even if you leave 
the “City of Angels.” 

Sophomore Core Overview: Social Innovation
As entrepreneurs change the face of business, 
social entrepreneurs act as the change agents 
for society, identifying and seizing opportunities 
for improving the social fabric by inventing new 
approaches, and creating solutions to change 
society for the better. The sophomore core begins 
in Fall with Honors 220, a course that introduces 
students to the principles and practices of this 
emerging field. In Winter and Spring, you will have 
an opportunity to continue to develop your own 
social innovation or civic engagement project. 

Junior Core Overview: Global Citizenship 
While globalization is usually represented as an 
abstract phenomenon, in reality it has powerfully 
shaped our identities and our everyday lives. Our 
grapes come from Chile, our laptops from China, 
and our ideas about our selfhood are increasingly 
being formulated among transnational social and 
media networks. What does it mean to be a global 
citizen? What are our responsibilities to other 
human beings, species, and to our environment? 
HNRS 310, 320, and 330 explore how can 
we have a positive impact on those around us 
today and maintain a healthy environment for 
generations to come.


