
 

Dr. Peter McAllister: Biography 

Since 2005 Dr. Peter McAllister has served as Director 
and Professor of Music Education at the School of Music, 
University of Arizona. He has been recently re-appointed for a 
second 5-year term (2010-2015). UA is a top research 
university of 39,000 students, and proudly designated as a 
Hispanic-serving institution. The School of Music enrolls 
approximately 550 students and offers bachelors (BA, BM), 
masters (MM), and doctoral (DMA, PhD) degrees through 60 
full-time/part-time faculty, an associate director, plus 13 
support staff. As Director, McAllister coordinates, evaluates, 
and cooperatively oversees all academic, administrative, fiscal, 
promotion & tenure, marketing and development aspects of the 
School of Music and represents the School to the public. The 
School presents more than 300 concerts/recitals/master-classes 
each year to an audience of over 30,000.  

The Director serves the seven divisions within the School of Music, overseeing a $7.6 
million dollar budget ($3.8M salary), plus 2 endowed faculty chairs (Reiman & Riddle), 72 
graduate teaching assistantships, 96 endowed scholarships and 22 program endowments. The 
Director also oversees the Music Advisory Board events and all friend-raising and fund-raising 
donor activities. The School is located in three buildings: the main Music Building, plus portions 
of the Harvill and Slonaker Buildings. Through a collaborative and inclusive process, McAllister 
oversaw numerous unit budget cutbacks/recissions to state funding levels (2005-ongoing). 

Highlights of his leadership include new gift revenues of over $380K (2006), $500K (2007), 
$470 (2008), $1.7M (2009), and $660K (2010). He assisted the attainment of the new $1.8M Rogers 
Conducting Institute, and authored the College of Fine Arts Institute for Arts of the Americas White 
Paper for the UA Transformation Plan (the only CFA proposal approved by the Provost). The School    
of Music continues to lead this CFA initiative, including special events, concerts, and conferences. 

In 2006 he was appointed to the UA Strategic Planning and Budget Advisory Council by 
President Shelton to represent the arts (reappointed in 2009 to a second 3-year term). He is the 
arts education representative on the College of Education Professional Preparation Board (2006-
present). He has chaired the UA Past-President Koffler Prize Committee 2 years running. The 
Music Advisory Board has become stronger with new initiatives and increased yearly targets. 
The new Graduate Student Woodwind Quintet has been established as an ensemble-in-residence, 
and a multitude of new American Popular and Jazz Music collections have been acquired. 
McAllister initiated and co-directed the first-ever Music & Medicine Symposium on UA campus 
with the College of Medicine (2007). He authored and led the successful NASM re-accreditation 
and UA Academic Program Review for the School. McAllister has hired 10 tenured/tenure-
eligible new faculty and 5 new staff, plus 11 faculty have been tenured and/or promoted under his 
guidance.  

McAllister continues as an honorary advisor on the Tucson Symphony Orchestra (TSO) 
Board, the Tucson Arizona Boys Chorus (TABC) Board, the Tucson Guitar Society (TGS) 
Board, and the Tucson Unified School District (TUSD): Opening Minds through the Arts (OMA) 
Board. In 2008 the Arizona Music Educators Association (AMEA) gave McAllister the 
"Excellence in Music Administration Award" for his outstanding dedication to music teaching 
and learning. 
 From 1995-2005, Dr. McAllister was at Ball State University in Indiana, serving as 
Interim Director (2002-2003) and Director (2003-2005). BSU is a Tier III institution of 18,500 
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mostly first-generation students. The School of Music enrolls approximately 600 students and 
offers bachelors, masters, and doctoral degrees. Unique undergraduate degree programs included 
music engineering (music major with physics minor). Highlights include becoming an All-
Steinway School and the development, fund-raising, planning, construction, and opening of a 
new 2nd Music Instruction Building – a $21M project, with multiple recording studios, 600-seat 
Sursa Concert Hall including an additional $1M donation for organ installation.  

Peter McAllister received his Ph.D. in Music Education from Kent State University 
(1995) and his Bachelor of Music in Performance from the University of Toronto (1991). For 
more than 20 years he has taught at the university level, and for several years he taught 
general and instrumental music (K-12). As a classical guitarist, McAllister has premiered 
over 30 classical guitar compositions (many written for the Wilson/McAllister Guitar Duo). 
He has recorded professionally for the Fanfare Record label (was also available as a 
Columbia Record Club-of-the-Month recording) and several tracks were released on the 
Carleton Record label in England (this label also records the London Philharmonic 
Orchestra). In Europe, McAllister studied with international recording artist Alexander 
Lagoya (Professor of Guitar at the Paris Conservatoire).  Critics have called his playing 
"virtuosic brilliance...gifted" (Washington Post). 

McAllister continues as a NASM accreditation site evaluator (National Association of 
Schools of Music) and has been invited to present at the annual national meetings (2008 on 
internet technologies; 2010 on budget cutback implementation strategies). McAllister has co-
edited 11 books, and among these, his Hal Leonard book entitled "Technology Strategies for 
Music Education - Revised Edition" received strong praise: "This book is a must read for all 
elementary, secondary and higher education music educators." Quoted from the April 2002 issue 
of School Band and Orchestra magazine.  

In the music education field, Peter McAllister has presented over 45 research papers 
at international, national, and state music education conferences. He has published in the 
leading research journals Contributions to Music Education, the Journal of Band Research, 
and the Journal of Research in Music Education. He is a member of numerous music 
education associations, including the Music Educators National Conference (MENC), the 
National Association for Music Education. He was appointed to the international Music 
Educators Journal (MEJ) Editorial Committee (1998-2002), a publication with over 77,000 
readers. McAllister served as Chair for the MENC Cognition and Perception Special 
Research Interest Group (SRIG) from 2002 to 2004. McAllister is currently on the National 
Advisory Board for the Technology Institute for Music Educators (TIME) and until recently 
on the National Editorial Board for the Journal of String Research (JSR; 1999-2009). His 
research interests include motivation theory applications in classrooms, and technology 
applications for learning. 

McAllister, throughout his many career paths, finds a common thread in his passion 
for being “of service” and in acting as an “agent” for student, faculty and staff talent. His 
style is to focus on “firsts, bests and onlys!”  
 


