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Scholarship Funding Sources & Essay/Personal Statement Writing 

1. Internal scholarship sources 
a. University 
b. College within the university 

2. External sources: 
a. Student organizations (related to your major) 

  Local, regional and national level 
  Example: https://www.alpfa.org/page/2021_scholarship 

b. Professional associations (related to your major) 
 Example: 

https://future.aicpa.org/resources/article/aicpascholarships-
can-support-your-accounting-education 

c. Online sources 
  https://www.fastweb.com/ (can browse by state) 
  https://www.collegescholarships.com/ (can browse by state   

   and county) 
  Word of caution – Do not provide information if you feel     

   uncomfortable sharing it with different websites 
3. Essay writing tips 

a. Think about the return on your time investment 
b. Tell your financial story 
c. Explain why you need the scholarship to succeed 

i. Questions to consider: 
1. What is your financial story? 
2. How has your family history affected your financial story? 
3. Why do you need the scholarship to achieve your 

educational goals? 
4. (Exactly) How will the scholarship help you to achieve your 

educational goals? 
d. Remember to: 

i. Be clear 
ii. Be authentic 

iii. Include a quote from a personal hero to conclude the essay 
− To hit home about the importance of achieving your 

educational goals 
  

https://www.alpfa.org/page/2021_scholarship
https://future.aicpa.org/resources/article/aicpascholarships-can-support-your-accounting-education
https://future.aicpa.org/resources/article/aicpascholarships-can-support-your-accounting-education
https://www.fastweb.com/
https://www.collegescholarships.com/


 

CREATED BY DR. PORSCHIA NKANSA 2 

 

Created by Dr. Porschia Nkansa 

Scholarship “Thank You” Letter Example 
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Drafting Your Personal Scholarship Essay 

 Step 1 

Think through answers to these questions to get you started: 
1. What is your financial story? 
2. How has your family history affected your financial story? 
3. Why do you need the scholarship to achieve your educational goals? 
4. (Exactly) How will the scholarship help you to achieve your educational goals? 

Remember to: 
 Be clear 
 Be authentic 
 Include a quote from a personal hero to conclude the essay 

o To hit home about the importance of achieving your educational goals 

 

 Step 2 

Draft your essay 

 


