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California State University, Los Angeles, is the home of the Los Angeles Football Club’s new
training facility.

Cal State LA scores goal

with Los Angeles Football

Club partnership

The Los Angeles Football Club (LAFC)
has selected California State University,
Los Angeles, (Cal State LA) as the home of
its new training facility, soccer operations
headquarters, and youth academy.

The LAFC, the newest Major League
Soccer team in Los Angeles, will train on
the site at the northern gateway of the Cal
State LA campus, though it will play its
games in a new stadium in Exposition Park.
The arrangement was approved Wednesday
by the California State University Board of
Trustees.

The plan will allow Cal State LA to
transform an idle lot, while providing the
franchise a state-of-the-art training and
operations facility in Los Angeles.

Cal State LA students will benefit
from internships with the LAFC, whose
ownership group includes Magic Johnson,
Mia Hamm Garciaparra, Nomar Gar-
ciaparra, Mandalay Entertainment Group
CEO Peter Guber, actor Will Ferrell, and
co-founder and former CEO of YouTube
Chad Hurley.

The LAFC has already committed $1.6
million in support for Cal State LA, includ-
ing funding a renovation of the University’s
Track and Athletics Field in the Billie Jean
King Sports Complex. The upgrades,
scheduled to be completed this fall, will
include a new track, field, and lighting
system. The new field will feature the latest
FieldTurf synthetic fiber and is configured
to meet the most stringent FIFA standards.
The new FieldTurf fiber used at Cal State
LA sets a new standard. “Cal State LA is

the first west coast stadium to use this turf,
which was recently installed at Gillette
Stadium, home of the MLS New England
Revolution and the Super Bowl champion
New England Patriots,” said Cal State LA
Executive Vice President Jose A. Gomez.

Professor Anne Larson, director of
Cal State LA’s School of Kinesiology and
Nutritional Science, said the university has
already begun to draw on LAFC’s expertise.
Cal State LA students are already interning
with LAFC, Ms. Larson said, and “they
have absolutely loved the experience.”

LAFC is helping the department devel-
op a new master’s degree program in Sport
Operations and Athlete Representation.
Kinesiology students will perform clinical
practicum hours with the team in its train-
ing facility and its youth academy.

The new training site and practice facili-
ty, designed by Gensler Sports, will feature a
practice field exactly mirroring that of Banc
of California Stadium, locker rooms, sports
medicine facilities, office space for LAFC
coaches and staff, and will be completely
financed by LAFC. The two-story training
facility will incorporate the campus’ indus-
trial and modernist design style.

“Today we establish the perfect home for
our team, one which affirms our commit-
ment to building our future with the youth
of Los Angeles,” said LAFC Club President
and Owner Tom Penn. “We are proud that
we will be developing world class players
and talent for decades to come at Cal State
LA, which has a history of elevating the
communities it serves.”
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