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HIST 439: European Intellectual History
Cosmologies, Ethnographies, 

and Other Imagined Worlds
Winter 2012

T 6:10–10:10 pm
Prof. Scott Wells

E-mail:  swells2@calstatela.edu

Office Location:  KH-A4026

Office Phone:  (323) 343-2025

Office Hours: 
Mondays, 12:30–1:30 pm
Tuesdays, 2:00–4:00 pm
 
Wednesdays, 3:15–4:15 pm

Course Description:
In this course, we will explore the history of European efforts to comprehend the world and classify its diversity of inhabitants and environments.  We will trace this evolution from the theology and Aristotelianism of the Middle Ages to the natural and social sciences of modernity, but focus particularly on the period from the fifteenth through the eighteenth centuries. These centuries (those of the Renaissance, Scientific Revolution, and Enlightenment) witnessed a succession of intellectual innovations associated with “modern” ways of analyzing and representing reality.   That this period also laid the foundations for modern imperialism and globalization is not accidental.  While focusing on European intellectual history, we will also examine the multiple intersections between developments in Europe’s knowledge systems (its ways of making sense of natural, human, and metaphysical worlds) and its territorial and commercial expansion across the globe.

Course Readings:
Two books are required for the course, both available for purchase at the campus bookstore.

· Margaret J. Osler, Reconfiguring the World: Nature, God, and Human Understanding from the Middle Ages to Early Modern Europe (The Johns Hopkins University Press, 2010).
· Mary Baine Campbell, Wonder and Science: Imagining Worlds in Early Modern Europe (Cornell University Press, 1999).
Additional required primary-source readings are to be accessed on-line, as indicated below in the course outline. 

A useful reference work for additional information on the authors and topics covered in this course is the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy: http://plato.stanford.edu/
Assignments and Grading:
In-Class Participation: 20% of course grade (2% per class meeting)
For each class meeting, complete the assigned readings in advance.  You are expected to participate regularly throughout the quarter in class discussions based on those readings.
Seven Weekly Writing Assignments: 49% of course grade (7 % each)
Between January 17 and February 28 you will be required to complete and turn in seven short essays (2-3 pages each) based on the course readings, as indicated in the course outline below.  Each essay is due at the start of the class period for which it is assigned.  Late essays are subject to a 10% reduction in grade.
Final Essay: 31% of course grade

You will write a final ten to twelve page paper comparing a sixteenth-century account of the environments and peoples of the Americas (José de Acosta’s Natural and Moral History of the Indies) with an eighteenth-century account of the environments and peoples of the South Pacific (James Cook’s Journal from his first Pacific voyage).  This essay may also utilize material from other course readings in order to contextualize this comparison.  The essay due in my office (KH A4026) between 6:00 and 8:00 pm on Tuesday, March 20; the essay may also be submitted Thursday, March 22 between 4:00 and 6:00 pm.  Final essays turned in after Thursday, March 22 are subject to a 10% reduction in grade.

Academic Honesty:
As with all your courses at Cal State L.A., you are required to adhere to the University's policy on academic honesty, which can be found at the following website:

                      http://www.calstatela.edu/univ/stuaffrs/Academic_Honesty.htm
Accommodation of Disabilities:

The university provides reasonable accommodations to students with documented physical and learning disabilities.  The Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD), located in Student Affairs Room 115 coordinates all documentation of disabilities (323-343-3140) http://www.calstatela.edu/univ/osd/.

Course Outline

1/10
Introduction: Cosmography, Ethnography, and the Natural and Social Sciences
1/17 
Philosophies of Nature in Medieval and Early Modern Europe
Reading Assignment: Osler, Reconfiguring the World, pp. 1–93 



Writing Assignment: 2 to 3 page essay identifying some of the principal 


early-modern critiques of Aristotelianism
1/24
Methods for Discovering and Studying the Secrets of Nature
Reading Assignment: Osler, Reconfiguring the World, pp. 94-167



Writing Assignment: 2 to 3 page essay identifying some of the principal 


early-modern techniques for analyzing and explaining the material world
1/31
Travelers’ Ethnographies: Defining the Diversity of Human Societies
Reference Reading: Campbell, Imagining Worlds, ch. 2, pp. 25-67
On-line Primary-Source Reading: 

William of Rubruck’s Account of the Mongols (1255)

http://depts.washington.edu/silkroad/texts/rubruck.html
Thomas Hariot, A Briefe and True Report of the New Found Land of Virginia (1590) http://docsouth.unc.edu/nc/hariot/hariot.html
Writing Assignment: 
2 to 3 page essay comparing William of Rubruck’s Account of the Mongols and Thomas Hariot’s Briefe and True Report
2/7
Nature and Art / The Agency of the Human Being in Creation
Reference Reading: Campbell, Imagining Worlds, ch. 3, pp. 69-109

On-line Primary-Source Reading: 

Pico della Mirandola, Oration on the Dignity of Man (1486)

http://cscs.umich.edu/~crshalizi/Mirandola/ 

Francis Bacon, Novum Organum (1620)
http://history.hanover.edu/texts/Bacon/novorg.html 

Writing Assignment: 
2 to 3 page essay comparing Pico’s Oration and Bacon’s Novum Organum
2/14
Reflections on Astronomy and the Infinity of Worlds


Reference Reading: Campbell, Imagining Worlds, ch. 4, pp. 113-149
On-line Primary-Source Reading: 

Galileo Galilei, The Starry Messenger (1610)

http://www.bard.edu/admission/forms/pdfs/galileo.pdf
( also http://www.rarebookroom.org/Control/galsid/index.html )
Bernard de Fontenelle, Conversations on the Plurality of Worlds (1686)
http://www.archive.org/details/weeksconversatio00font (=1737 English trans.)
Writing Assignment: 
2 to 3 page essay comparing Galileo’s Starry Messenger and Fontenelle’s Conversations
2/21  
 Macrocosm and Microcosm after the Invention of the Microscope
Reference Reading: Campbell, Imagining Worlds, ch. 6, pp. 181-218
On-line Primary-Source Reading:

Robert Hooke, Micrographia (1665)


http://www.archive.org/details/mobot31753000817897

( also http://www.gutenberg.org/files/15491/15491-h/15491-h.htm ) 


Margaret Cavendish, The Blazing World (1668)



http://digital.library.upenn.edu/women/newcastle/blazing/blazing.html 
Writing Assignment: 
2 to 3 page essay comparing Hooke’s Micrographia and Cavendish’s Blazing World
2/28
 Developing the Art and Science of Anthropology
Reading Assignment: Campbell, Imagining Worlds, Part III, pp. 221-324



On-line Reference Reading: 



François Deprez, Recueil de la diversité des habits (1564)


http://www.bvh.univ-tours.fr/Consult/index.asp?numfiche=65 


John Bulwer, Anthropometamorphosis (1653)


http://hos.ou.edu/galleries//17thCentury/Bulwer/1653/ 



Writing Assignment:



2 to 3 page essay comparing the images in Desprez’s Recueil...des habits 


and Bulwer’s Anthropometamorphosis
3/6
 Constructing the Americas in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries


Reading Assignment: 



José de Acosta, The Natural and Moral History of the Indies (1590)


http://www.archive.org/details/natvrallandmoral00acosrich  (=1604 English trans.)
3/13
Constructing the South Pacific in the Eighteenth Century


Reading Assignment: 



James Cook’s Journal from his first Pacific voyage, 1768-1771



http://southseas.nla.gov.au/index_voyaging.html


( also http://southseas.nla.gov.au/journals/cook_remarks/contents.html )
3/20
Final Essay comparing Acosta’s Natural and Moral History and Cook’s Journal is due in 
Prof Wells’ office (KH A4026) between 6:00 and 8:00 pm; essay may also be submitted Thursday, March 22 between 4:00 and 6:00 pm

