California State University, Los Angeles

Department of Kinesiology and Nutritional Science
Winter 2008
KIN 504- Research Design in Human Performance, 5 Units

Instructors: Ray de Leon, Ph.D. (BS311; x4855; rdeleon@calstatela.edu; http://www.calstatela.edu/faculty/rdeleon/ )
                     Dany Frankl Ph.D. (PE 232; (323) 343-4662; dfrankl@calstatela.edu )

Class Location: PE 202



Time: M 5:10-9:50 pm, attendance is required
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1. 
Catalog Description:

Prerequisites: KIN 503 or consent of instructor; undergraduate major in Kinesiology or related discipline. Must be completed within first 12 units of the student's approved program. Analysis, evaluation, and interpretation of research studies and investigations in kinesiology. 

2. Objectives:

1. Understand the scientific method

2. Identify and utilize kinesiology reference sources

3. Identify and describe various research designs commonly used in kinesiology

4. Identify and describe techniques for gathering data

5. Apply critical reading skills to literature research

6. Select and refine research problem using quantitative and qualitative research methodology

7. Describe methods of qualitative data collection and analysis

8. Orally present research and literature reviews in kinesiology

3. 
Professional Statements:

A.
Theme and Conceptual Framework For Professional Preparation:


The CSLA physical education subject matter preparation program seeks to prepare prospective teachers to enter the field of physical education qualified to successfully effect student learning.   

B.
Statement of Reasonable Accommodation


The KNS faculty members fully support the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  The members of the faculty will provide reasonable accommodation to any student with a disability who is registered with the Office of Students with Disabilities (OSD) who needs and requests accommodation.  The faculty may wish to contact the OSD to verify the presence of a disability and confirm that accommodation is necessary.  The OSD will arrange and provide for the accommodation.


Reasonable accommodation may involve allowing a student to use an interpreter, note taker, or reader; accommodation may be needed during class sessions and for administration of examinations.


The intent of the ADA in requiring consideration of reasonable accommodation is not to give a particular student an unfair advantage over other students, but simply to allow a student with a disability to have an equal opportunity to be successful.


C.
Student Conduct

Student conduct is viewed as a serious matter by the KNS faculty members.  The KNS faculty members assume that all students will conduct themselves as mature citizens of the campus community and will conduct themselves in a manner congruent with university policies and regulation. Inappropriate conduct is subject to discipline as provided for in the Title 5, California Code of Regulations (see student conduct: rights and responsibilities, and student discipline, CSULA General Catalog).  Academic honesty is expected of all students in the KNS Department, in accordance with University policy.  There are established university reporting procedures if a student is suspected of committing an academically dishonest act.


D. 
Technology



Students in the Department of KNS must:



1.
Own or have ample access to a computer (ex. in CSULA computer labs, or 





at home or work).



2.
Have general knowledge of operation and care of a computer, computer 




hardware/software, and be able to implement some basic troubleshooting 




techniques (ex. check connections, restart the computer, etc.).



3.
Have an e-mail and NIS account (available free of charge to all CSULA 




students).



4. 
Have a basic understanding of how to use the internet.



5.
Have knowledge of how to use library resources, search engines, and other 




internet resources to conduct scholarly research.

Students should anticipate that their use of these skills will be integrated within this course and others in this program.  Students who fail to meet any of the above expectations are strongly advised to take an introductory computers course early in their coursework.

E. Requirements


1. Students are expected to attend each class meeting

2. Students are expected to read assigned chapters and articles

3. Students are expected to participate in class discussions and ask questions.

4. Students are expected to complete all assignments by the due dates explained in this syllabus. Assignments are due at the beginning of class. Late assignments will be penalized by deducting 5% of the grade for each day they are late. 

5. Examinations must be taken on the scheduled date unless arranged ahead of time with the instructor. Unexcused late examinations will be at the discretion of the instructor

6. Students are expected to do their own work on all written assignments and exams. Cheating on exams, submitting work of others as your own, or plagiarism in any form will not be tolerated and will result in a zero grade of the assignment or F for this course. Refer to the University Policy on Academic Honesty for definitions of cheating and plagiarism. All incidents of cheating or plagiarism will be reported to the Vice President for Student Affairs office. 

3. Assessment Procedures


Grades will be based upon the following assessments:


Lab assignments (5 @ 20 pts each)
100


Midterm


100


Oral presentations (2@ 25 pts each)
50


Literature review

100


Final exam

100

Grading is not based on a curve, but rather will be based on a straight percentage. To determine the course grade, divide the number of  points earned by the total possible points, i.e. >90%=A, 80-89=B, 70-79=C,60-69=D, <60=F. Plus/minus will be used. 


Laboratory

Lab exercises will involve classroom and outside assignments. These will include oral presentations, computer searches, library exercises and writing assignments. Detailed information on each assignment will be provided. 

All written assignments must be typed.  They must be double spaced, written in 12 point font, with one-inch margins on all sides.  Papers must be edited for spelling and grammatical errors.  No late papers will be accepted unless other arrangements have been made in advance

4. 
Grading Procedures

Literature Review-Scoring Rubric

Elements




 Possible points

Points earned

Spelling & grammar




10


Introduction





20

Body






30

Conclusion





20

References





10

Coherency of argument & critical thinking


10

Spelling & grammar:

9-10—Superior:  Few if any spelling or grammatical errors.

8—Strong: A few consistent grammatical or spelling errors.

7—Adequate: Numerous and consistent grammatical and spelling errors.

1-6—Inadequate: Many grammatical and spelling errors.

Introduction & Conclusion:

18-20—Superior:  Fully developed focus, demonstrating superior ability to combine material from class with research materials and develop and justify a critical thesis.  Insightful and frequent examples demonstrating appropriate and complete research.

16-17—Strong: Fully developed focus, demonstrating ability to combine material from class with research material and develop and justify a critical thesis.  Some insightful and frequent examples demonstrating appropriate and complete research.

14-15—Adequate: Minimally focused, demonstrating some ability to combine material from class with research material and develop a thesis.  Infrequent examples demonstrating only an adequate amount of research.

1-13—Inadequate: Unfocused and incoherent paper demonstrating little critical thinking or research, and lacking in examples or details.

Body:

27-30—Superior:  Fully developed focus, demonstrating superior ability to combine material from class with research materials and develop and justify a critical thesis.  Insightful and frequent examples demonstrating appropriate and complete research.

24-26—Strong: Fully developed focus, demonstrating ability to combine material from class with research material and develop and justify a critical thesis.  Some insightful and frequent examples demonstrating appropriate and complete research.

21-23—Adequate: Minimally focused, demonstrating some ability to combine material from class with research material and develop a thesis.  Infrequent examples demonstrating only an adequate amount of research.

1-20—Inadequate: Unfocused and incoherent paper demonstrating little critical thinking or research, and lacking in examples or details.

References:

9-10—Superior: Full reference list of works cited using appropriate APA style both in the body of the paper and the reference section with few if any errors.

8—Strong:  Full reference list of works cited using appropriate APA style both in the body of the paper and the reference section with minimal errors.

7—Adequate:  Nearly complete reference list of works cited using appropriate APA style both in the body of the paper and the reference section with consistent errors.

1-6—Inadequate:  Incomplete list of works used, inappropriate use of APA style both in the body of the paper and the reference section with consistent errors, or complete absence of references either at the end of the paper or within the body of the paper.

Coherency of argument & critical thinking:
9-10—Superior: Demonstrates, throughout the paper, a clear argument that is well thought out and supported and demonstrates critical thinking reflecting  both original thought and comprehension of relevant literature. 

8—Strong:  Full reference list of works cited using appropriate APA style both in the body of the paper and the reference section with minimal errors.

7—Adequate:  Nearly complete reference list of works cited using appropriate APA style both in the body of the paper and the reference section with consistent errors.

1-6—Inadequate:  Incomplete list of works used, inappropriate use of APA style both in the body of the paper and the reference section with consistent errors, or complete absence of references either at the end of the paper or within the body of the paper.

5. 
Required Texts:

http://www.krisweb.com/biblio/gen_science_platt_1964_stronginference.pdf

Essentials of Modern Research Methods in Health, Physical Education, and Recreation


Bain, L. L. (1989). Interpretive and critical research in sport and physical education. Research Quarterly for Exercise and Sport, 60,  21-24.

Denzin, N. K. & Lincoln, Y. S. (1998). Introduction: Entering the field of qualitative research. In N. K. Denzin & Y. S. Lincoln (Eds.), Collecting and interpreting qualitative materials (pp. 1-34). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.

Locke, L. L. (1989). Qualitative research as a form of scientific inquiry in sport and physical education. Research quarterly for Exercise and Sport, 60, 1-20.

Fontana, A. & Frey, J. H. (1998). Interviewing: The art of science. In N. K. Denzin & Y. S. Lincoln (Eds.), Collecting and interpreting qualitative materials (pp. 47-78). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.

Sumoi, J. Collier, D. & Brown, L. (2003). Factors affecting the social experiences of students in elementary physical education classes. Journal of Teaching in Physical Education, 22, 186-203.

Adler, P. A. & Adler, P. (1998). Observational techniques. In N. K. Denzin & Y. S. Lincoln (Eds.), Collecting and interpreting qualitative materials (pp. 79-109). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.

Thorne, B. (1994). Gender play: Girls and boys in school (pp. 11-47). New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press.

Manning, P. K. & Cullum-Swan, B. (1998). Narrative, content, and semiotic analysis. In N. K. Denzin & Y. S. Lincoln (Eds.), Collecting and interpreting qualitative materials (pp. 246-273). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.

Dworkin, S. L. & Wachs, F. L. (1998). Disciplining the body. Sociology of Sport Journal, 15, 1-20. (full text version can be found on EBSCO host)

Kilbourne, J. (1999). “Please, please, you’re driving me wild”: Falling in love with food. In Deadly persuasion: Why women and girls must fight the addictive power of advertising (pp. 108-127). New York: Free Press.
6.
Course Schedule


















Reading




Lecture Topic



Instructor

Jan. 
 7
Introduction, scientific method, 

Ch. 1,2 




de Leon


identifying the research problem 

Westman et al.,











Volek et al.


14
Library (5:50), Variables, validity,

Ch. 1,3,7



de Leon/


design, error



Carter et al., 



Mcintosh


Assign #1 due



Jones et al.,







Nagata et al.
21
Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday



28
Sampling, collecting and analyzing data
Ch. 5,12,13,14



de Leon



Assign #2 due



Eisen et al., 
Zajicek et al.

Feb.
4
Research writing, ethics, review boards
Ch. 4, 15



de Leon/



Assign #3 due








E.Stein

11
Midterm Exam








de Leon

18
Qualitative research: 


Locke (1989) &Bain (1989)

Semerjian



Introduction and overview


Denzin & Lincoln (1998)


25
Interviewing


 
Gage (1989)



Semerjian








Fontana & Frey (1998).








Sumoi, Collier, & Brown (2003)

March

3
Observation



Adler & Adler (1998)


Semerjian



Oral presentations of lit. review

Thorne (1994)



Interviewing assignment due

10
Narrative and content analysis

Manning & Cullum-Swan (1998).

Semerjian



Oral presentations of lit. review

Kilbourne, J. (1999).Dworkin, S. L. & Wachs, F. L. 







(1998)



Observation assignment due

March
  17
Final Exam 4:30-7 p.m.

     The above schedule is subject to change.
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