KIN365, Lab 1

Lab 1: Hick’s Law

Procedure

Each group choose one subject, a recorder, an experimenter and an observer. The experimenter first chooses a condition (1-4) and informs the subject of which condition will be tested. The experimenter says “begin” and 5 seconds later presents the appropriate stimulus (red, white, blue or green light). The subject makes the appropriate response, i.e. presses the appropriate button for the given stimulus. The recorder writes the reaction time in the table below. The observer watches the entire experiment and notes any interesting observations. Repeat the procedure so that the subject has completed 3 trials for each condition (note, you will be told what order to present the conditions and trials). 

Condition 1- Simple Reaction Time (1 stimulus, 1 response) Red only

Condition 2- Choice Reaction Time (2 stimuli, 2 responses) Red or White

Condition 3- Choice Reaction Time (3 stimuli, 3 responses) Red, White or Blue

Condition 4- Choice Reaction Time (4 stimuli, 4 responses) Red, White, Blue or Green
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After collecting the individual data, the recorder writes the mean for each condition on the board. 

Questions

1) Graph the Reaction Time vs Condition results for the whole class in the plot below:

2) How do you explain the observed trends? (use back if necessary)

