CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, LOS ANGELES

DEPARTMENT OF ART

476   EARLY CHRISTIAN AND BYZANTINE ART.
Instructor: DR. MANUEL AGUILAR

Course Description:


This is a lecture course with discussion sections covering the painting, sculpture and architecture of the Early Christian Period (200-500 AD) and the Byzantine Empire (527-1453 AD).

Required text:

             Lowden, John.  Early Christian and Byzantine Art.  London: Phaidon.

In addition to the above, Gardner’s Art Through the Ages, 11th ed., Vol 1., H. Janson’s History of Art, T. Mathews’s The Art of Byzantium, T. Grieder’s Artist and Audience, and Stokstad’s Art History, vol. I are recommended as further sources for reading and images.

Grading:


There will be two exams, each worth 50 % of your final grade.  The exams may consist of fill-in-the-blank, short answer questions, slide identifications and comparisons, or essay-like questions.  There will be no makeup exams; if a student misses an exam, a zero will be given unless a valid medical excuse is provided.

Attendance and Class Participation:


As exam material will be drawn from class lectures as well as the required text, it is important to attend all lectures if you intend to fare well in this class.  It is also crucial to read ahead of the subject covered in class so you are prepared to discuss it and have an active participation.

Course Schedule:

1), 2) and 3)  Christianism, the Roman Empire and the Formation of Christian Art: the town of Dura-Europos and the Church of Saint George at Thessaloniki.

4) and 5)  The Catacombs of Rome.

6) and 7)  Early Basilicas and Churches: Saint Peter, Santa Sabina, Santa Costanza, Saint Paul, Santa Maria Maggiore, Saint John in Laterano and Saint Lawrence.

8) and 9)  Early Christian Art in Ravenna:  Mausoleum of Galla Placidia, Sant’ Apollinare Nuovo, Archbishop’s Palace,  Orthodox Baptistery, Arians Baptistery.

10)  Sculpture: sarcophagi and carvings; Illuminated Manuscripts.

11)  EXAM ONE

      12), 13) and 14) Early Byzantine Art (VI-VIII Cent.): Constantinople: Hagia Sophia; Ravenna: San Vitale and Sant’Apollinare in Classe; Mount Sinai: Monastery of St. Catherine.  

      15), 16) and 17)   Middle Byzantine Art (IX-XII Cent.): Phocis: Monastery of Hosios   Loukas; Venice: Basilica of Saint Mark; Vladimir: Church of St. Dmitri; the Monastery of Daphne; Nerezi: Church of St. Pantaleimon and Sicily: Churches of Monreale and Cefalú. 
18), 19) and 20)  Late Byzantine Art (XIII-XV Cent.): Thessaloniki: Church of St Catherine; Constantinople: Church of St. Savior in Chora (Kariye Camii); Moscow Kremlin: Cathedral of the Annunciation; Skolpje: Church of St. Clement; the Icon schools of Novgorod and Andrei Rubliov. 

      FINAL EXAM DAY: EXAM TWO.
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