CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, LOS ANGELES

DEPARTMENT OF ART

450H   COLONIAL ART OF MEXICO: Tequitqui, Baroque and Churrigueresque 
DR. MANUEL AGUILAR

Course Description:


This is a lecture course that surveys the art and architecture of colonial Mexico, from the time of the Spanish Conquest in 1521 to the Independence in 1821.  Analysis and interpretation of the art will be based primarily on its role as a transmitter of cultural information and world view.  We will focus particularly on the continuities and interaction of ideologies that characterize the Indian-Christian art (tequitqui) of the sixteenth century and how through a process of transculturation it contributed to the formation of the Mexican identity.  We also will study the Indian version of Baroque and Churrigueresque styles that led to the creation of a new artistic conception different that the European canons.  In sum, this course will provide students with a general knowledge of the unique artistic traditions developed in Colonial Mexico.

Required texts:

Aguilar, Manuel.  Tequitqui Art of Sixteenth-Century Mexico: An Expression of Transculturation.  Doctoral Dissertation, University of Texas at Austin, 1999.  Reproduced as a Cal State L.A. Course Packet, 2000.


Mullen, Robert.  Architecture and its Sculpture in Viceregal Mexico.  Austin: University of Texas Press, 1997.

Grading:


There will be two exams, each worth 50 % of your final grade.  The exams may consist of multiple choice questions, short answer questions, slide identifications and comparisons, or essay-like questions.  There will be no makeup exams; if a student misses an exam, a zero will be given unless a valid medical excuse is provided.

Attendance and Class Participation:


As exam material will be drawn from class lectures as well as the required texts, it is important to attend all lectures if you intend to fare well in this class. Late arrivals and absences will affect your grade, losing a letter if you are absent in 3 or more class sessions.  2 late arrivals will count as 1 absence. It is also crucial to read ahead of the subject covered in class so you are prepared to discuss it and have an active participation.

Course Schedule:

1) and 2)  Introduction to the Course and the Spiritual Conquest.  The Role of the religious orders.  Aguilar 1-44.
3)  Franciscan Millenialism and the concept of Jerusalén Indiana.  Aguilar 45-59.
4) and 5)  The Indio Ladino as a cultural mediator in the colonial society.  Aguilar 60-87.
6) and 7)  The concept of Tequitqui Art and Sixteenth Century Mexican monastic architecture: atrio, church and monastery.  Aguilar 88-124, Mullen 1-29.
8) and 9)  Sixteenth Century art in Distrito Federal and State of Mexico.  Aguilar 125-197, Mullen 29-84.
10) and 11)  Sixteenth Century art in the states of Puebla and Tlaxcala.  Aguilar 198-269, Mullen 29-84.

12) and 13)  EXAM 1 and the Cathedrals as symbols of authority.  Mullen 85-115.
14), 15) and 16)  Mexican Baroque Art: 1630-1730.  Mullen 116-166.
17), 18) and 19)  The Fantasy of the Mexican Churrigueresque Art: 1730-1800.  Mullen 167-205.

20)  EXAM 2.

FINAL EXAM DAY: ASSIGNMENT DUE.

