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hold of his subject which is still slipping from him, and to give him time for recollection;
or in mere aid of vacancy, as in the scanty companies of a country stage the same player
pops backwards and forwards, in order to prevent the appearance of empty spaces, in the
procession of Macbeth, or Henry VIIIth. But what assistance to the poet, or ornament
to the poem, these can supply, I am at a loss to conjecture. Nothing assuredly can differ
either in origin or in mode more widely from the apparent tautologies of intense and tur­
bulent feeling, in which the passion is greater and of longer endurance, than to be
exhausted or satisfied by a single representation of the image or incident exciting it.
Such repetitions I admit to be a beauty of the highest kind; as illustrated by Mr.
Wordsworth himself from the song of Deborah Uudges 5.27]. "At her feet he bowed, he

fell, he lay down; at her feet he bowed, he fell; where he bowed, there he fell down dead."5
1815 1817

jromJacobinisml

The last campaign has checked the views of France, and our reverses in Switzerland
must have checked the views of the allies also.2 Neither party has great cause of joy at
the result. This temper of mind, neither elated nor depressed, is of all others the most
favourable to negotiation. From the commencement of the war till now, France has

oeen either insof~d flushed with victory, or thrown under the power of the
Jacobins by defeats. Now for the first time her ambition has been checked; and
Jacobinism, if not mortally wounded, yet requires all the aids of a war against France,
to its resuscitation) As events vary, so our ministers vary their tone! Are we success­
ful? The object of the war is to extirpate Jacobinism.-Are we beaten in all points? It
then becomes necessary to check the progress of French ambition. It is melancholy
that the war has produced, with rapid alternation, the two evils, for the prevention of
which it is carried on and justified. y/e profess to wage the war against Jacobinism

and ambition: and the moment Fran~~ is threatep.ecf5your s~cc~~~~7-J~!llilis"l!!­
revivesarurf1ourishes~'1he-war began with Austri;;nci Prussia, May 1792, and on
theTcfth ofA:ugust following, royalty was overthrown, and the Brissotine republican­
ism substituted.4 In February 1793, we joined the allies; and the war was triumphant
in every quarter. In the West the Chouans, who brought at once 80,000 men into the
field; General Wurmser5 in the East; the English on the South; and the Anglo-Aus­
trians on the North. We took Toulon, Valenciennes and Conde. What was the
effect? The Brissotine party, comparatively at least humane and enlightened, was
overturned by the faction of Robespierre, and the furies of Jacobinism were let loose
on the devoted country. In May 1794, the Duke of York took Landrecy, and in imag­
ination we were already the conquerors of France. Jacobinism still predominated, till
in June the weathercock of success shifted. The French conquered Flanders, drove
back Austria, and even foiled the Duke of York; and in this flush of victory Robe­
spierre and his party were annihilated. Then victories flowed in upon France in full
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tide; and the public opinions became more temperate, as the nation was less and less
in danger from foreign enemies. The last constitution was framed; our ministerial
papers, and then the minister himself, spoke of the existing government in France as
a power that might be treated with. We endeavoured to treat; France was insolent
and vindictive; and the succeeding campaigns effected a reverse of fortune. The con-
quests of France in Italy were reconquered. Her armies ill organized and ill supported,
and her frontiers threatened. What was the effect? The clubs were re-opened.
Jacobinism was again brought into play, and became active and powerful in exact
proportion to the degree of our success. Hence it appears that the war against France
as a republic, produces in the French republic amIJitionandins()lenceby its-fail~7e,
and Jacobinism byTrssuccess; nor is this difficult of explanation. Wh-;;-~;'nation[sfn
safety, men tl:iliiK:ofthefr-private interests; individual property be~es th~pred;;;n-=-
inating principle,rhe 10rQof the- ascendant; and all politics and theories in-consistent
with property and-indi~idual interest give way, and sink ~nto a decline, which, unleSS

unnaturally stim~~a~ed;\i.rould end in speedy dissolution. But is the nation in danger? II
Every man is called into play; every man feels his interest as a citizen predominating t(i f., tli
over his individual interests; the high, and the low, and the middle classes become all C'(", :(

alike politicians; the majority carry the day; and Jacobinism is the natural conse- "'<'1-""1.1 (,

quence. Let us not be deceived by words. Every state, in which all the inhabitants
without distinction of property are roused to the exertion of a public spirit, is for the
time a Jacobin state. France at present is only preparing to become so.-If the present
consulate can conclude a peace, the glory attached to it will, for a while, reconcile
the people to an Oligarchy,6 which can only exist while it is popular; and as manu-
factures and commerce revive, the spirit of property will regain its ascendency, and
the government of France will be modified accordingly.

from Once a]acobin Always a]acobin
This charitable adage was at one time fashionable in the ministerial circles; and Mr.
Pitt1 himself, in one of his most powerful speeches, gave it every advantage that is
derivable from stately diction. What he thus condescended to decorate, it were well,
if he had attempted to prove. But no! he found it a blank assertion, and a blank asser-

tion he suffered it to remain. What is aJacobin?P.erhaps the best answer to this ques­
tion would be, that it is a ten~f akse, the convenient ~;tchw~~d ~fa factio~: ';:;;:;

'Bi:itthough~;h~~ldfi;~rit difficult to determin~, ~h;rt;J;~~bin is; ~e'may however
easily conjecture, what the different sects of Anti-Jacobins have meant by the word.
The base and venal creatures, and the blind and furious bigot~, of the late ministry,
comprehended under that word all, who from whatever cause opposed the late war,
and the late ministry, and whom they hate for this opposition with such mortal hatred,
as is usual with bigots alarmed, anddetectedculprii:s.-"OnceaJacoblYiaiways a]:XCobir("

signifies no more in the minds of these men, than "such a one is a man, whom I shall nev-

er cease to hate." With other m~IkhonescandJeSLyiQl~nt .A.12tjJacobins, the word

implies a man, whose affections have been warmly and deeply inte~~t~d Tn-the cause
ot gener~nreedom,- wh;-ha:~ h~p~d ;11 good andhonourabl~ thing~1:l of,- ana-yor;
manKind:-InlliISSense of the word Jacobin, the adage would affirm, that no man can
ever become altogether an apostate to liberty, who has at any time been sincerely and
fervently attached to it. His hopes will burn like the Greek fire, hard to be extin-
guished, and easily rekindling. Even when he despairs of the cause, he will yet wish,

6. Government by a small, dominant class or clique. 1. William Pitt, Tory Prime Minister 1783-1801.
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\"vH that it had been successful. And even when private interests have warped his public

\it character, his convictions will remain, and his wishes often rise up in rebellion against
his outward actions and public avowals. Thus interpreted" the assertion, "Once a
Jacobin always a Jacobin, " is so favourable a representatio~ o(hu~an ~atu~, that we are
willing, too willing perhaps, to admit it evenwithOutp;c';of. There is yet a thirdclass of
Allri=Jacobins,aild ofthisclass~e profess o~~;;ives to be, who use the word Jacobin, as
they use the word, Whig, and both words only for want of better; who confess, that
Jacobin is too often a word of vague abuse, but believe, that there are certain definite
ideas, hitherto not expressed in any single word, which may be attached to this word;
and who in consequence uniformly use the word, Jacobin, with certain definite ideas

attached to it, those ideas, and no other. A Jacobin, in~u-;'-~~~_oLthO.~!!b~
w_hobelieves, and is disposed to act on the belief, that all, or the greater part of, the
happiness or misery, ~ or vice; of mankind, depends on fo[i;;sof government; ,who
aqw.its no fO.Er:n...2f.gov;rnIpent aseither good or rightful; which-does not fl~~tii
aild-formally from the persons governed;-who,-consiClering 11f~health, moral and
intellectila.C impro~m~rrt:-and liberty both of person and conscience, as blessings
which governments are bound as far as possible to increase and secure to every inhabi­
tant, whether he has or has not any fixed property, and moreover as blessings of infi­
nitely greater value to each individual, than the preservation of property can be to any
individual,--does consequently and consistently hold, that every inhabitanCwho has

attained that age of reason, has a natural and inalie~ble right to an equal shar~ Of
power lnthechoi""ce o{rh; gove~ors. In other ~~~ds, th~-J-;~;birlsaffir~that noT~g[;­
lawre can be rightful o-;-good, which did not proceed from universal suffrage. In the
power, and under the controul, of a legislature so chosen, he places all and every thing,
with the exception of the natural rights of man, and the means appointed for the
preservation and exercise of these rights, by a direct vote of the nation itself-that is to
say, by a constitution. Finally, the Jacobin deems it both justifiable an<:Lexp~ient to
effect these reg~te_changes_inJqy'-lty governments, by absolute revolutions, and con­
slders no violences as properly rebelliou; or ~ri~inal;-;hich are the means-of giving to

\ 0 a nation the power of declaring and enforcing its sovereign will. In brief, therefore, a
()) ¥It'" Jacobin's creed is this: 1. A government is the organ, by which form and publicity are

JfJ A given to the sovereign will of the people; and by which that will is enforced and exer-
{JJ- cised. 2. A government is likewise the instrument and means of purifying and regulat-e ing the national will by its public discussions, and by direct institutions for~om-

forts and instruction.of.the.people. 3. Every native of a country has an equal right to

that quantity ~f..P!opeE.~Y'which is necessary for the sustenance of his life and health.
4. All property beyond this, not being itself a right, can confer no righi:. Superior wis­
do~, with superiOi'Viftue, wOlilcrindeedcontera ri"gKtofsuperior power; but who is to
decide on the possession? Not the person himself, who makes the claim:;and if the peo­
ple, then the' right is given, and not inherent. Votes, therefore, cannot be weighed in
this way, and they must not be weighed in any other way. Nothing therefore remains
possible, but that they must be numbered. No form of electing representatives is right­
ful, but that of universal suffrage. Every individual has a right to elect, and a capability
of being elected. 5. The legislature has an absolute power over all other property, but
that of article 3: unless the people shallha~d~lared otherwise i~-the constitlition. 6.
All governments not constituted on t!'1eseprinciples are unjust governments. 7. The
p~lehave a right to overturn them, in ~h~tev;e;-way it is possibl;'-and"any meuans
nee:essary fu-thisend'become~ iPso facto, right means. 8. It is the right and duty of each

ir:dividu21,Jiving ~nder that government, as far as in him lies, to impeCano e~~J~. ~ne




