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English 200C British Literature Survey II 

Prof. Jim Garrett 

Office: E & T A608 

Office Hours: Tuesdays 11:45-1:15, Wednesdays 1:30-3:00 

Phone:  (323) 343-4163 

Email: jgarret@calstatela.edu 

Course web site: http://www.calstatela.edu/faculty/jgarret/446 

Course Information 

Catalog Description: A survey of representative literary texts from the eighteenth century 

through the present. Frequent compositions on literary topics. 

Prerequisites: ENGL 102 or its equivalent. 

Description: “These fragments I have shored against my ruin.” The speaker of T. S. Eliot's The 

Wasteland utters these cryptic words amid the despair of a post-World War I Europe, a war 

fought according to Ezra Pound for “a botched civilization ... For two gross of broken statues, / 

For a few thousand battered books.” But what books they were and still are--brilliant, beautiful, 

painful, provocative, alive in their own time and alive in ours. Our whirlwind survey of three 

centuries of British literature will provide at best an aerial view of the landscape from eighteenth 

century satire to twentieth century absurdism, with Romanticism, Realism, and all kinds of 

strangeness between. We will begin the process of locating these texts in their specific historical 

and cultural contexts as well as in the broader and more contentious context of literary and 

aesthetic history. Since we will attempt to cover nearly three hundred years in less than ten 

weeks, we will be forced to move too quickly, omit too much, and generalize too frequently. 

Objectives:  

Upon completion of ENGL 200C, students will be able to 

1. Identify key authors and texts of the period (1700-1950) 

2. Identify and analyze the principal literary genres and conventions in each period (i.e. 

Romantic, Victorian, etc.) and across the entire period (1700-1850) 

3. Make effective comparisons and connections between relevant aspects of different texts 

4. Identify historical and cultural developments important to each period (i.e. Romantic, 

Modernist, etc.) 

5. Recognize the possible relationships between a text and its historical and cultural context 

6. Account for and explain historical trends and issues that affected the development of 

British literature and culture within each period and across the entire period 

7. Demonstrate general skills in reading comprehension, critical thinking, literary analysis, 

and academic writing in the humanities. 
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By actively participating in this course, students will 

1. Develop their skills as critical readers—particularly close reading, making connections 

within a literary work, and generating thought-provoking questions—through active 

reading and guided class preparation. 

2. Develop their skills at presenting questions and ideas verbally, and at responding to those 

of others, through seminar-style class discussions. 

3. Develop their skills as critical writers about language and literature through analytical 

paper assignments, including an opportunity for revision, and essay exams. 

The ultimate objective, though, is that each of us will consider the acts of reading and writing as 

ways of making the world, of making it cohere or come apart, of inscribing it with purpose and 

meaning. 

Course Requirements: Because this course attempts to survey nearly three hundred years of 

literature, you will need to be diligent about planning ahead and completing your tasks on time.  

Listed below are the required assignments for this course: 

1. One writing assignment (approx. 5 pages) (50 points) 

2. Four reading responses (short 2-page essays) (20 points each, 80 points total) 

3. A midterm (short answer questions, identifications, and one essay question) (50 points) 

4. A final exam (short answer questions and identifications, and one or two essay questions) 

(50 points) 

5. Attendance and participation (discussion, oral close reading, pop quizzes (if any), in-class 

writing, presentations). (20 points) 

In order to pass this course all assignments (papers and exams) must be legitimately 

attempted.  Plagiarism (see description below) does NOT constitute a legitimate attempt of the 

assignment. 

Policies 

ADA Accommodation: Reasonable accommodation will be provided to any student who is 

registered with the Office of Students with Disabilities and requests needed accommodation. 

Grading Policy: The distribution of points for the individual assignments in this course is listed 

in “Requirements” above. Course grades are based on standard percentages (i.e. A = 90%-100%, 

B = 80%-89% and so on). Plus and minus grades are used in the class. 

Electronic Devices: Please be respectful of the classroom experience of others. Every quarter I 

receive earnest complaints from students about the distracting behavior of other students using 

electronic devices. Unless the use of such devices is approved by the Office of Students with 

Disabilities, please do not use electronic devices during class. 

Contacting Me: I am available in my office during my posted office hours and, schedule 

allowing, by appointment. Email is also an effective way of contacting me.  
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Attendance: Attendance is mandatory. I will take attendance at the start of every class. If you are 

not present I will mark you absent. Arriving late will count as half of an absence. You are 

allowed one absence without penalty. Each absence beyond the first one will reduce your course 

grade. If you miss more than four classes you will be disqualified from taking the final and 

therefore will fail the class. 

Preparing for Class: Please read the assigned texts before class. Often I will offer some 

guidelines about future reading assignments in class. For example, I might tell you to focus on a 

particular text for the next class meeting. If you are absent, you are responsible for getting the 

assignment from a classmate. 

Written Assignments: Please note the following carefully when preparing your written 

assignments for this class: 

• Written assignments must be typed following standard formatting practices for college 

writing—use a readable type style and size (12 point type), indent paragraphs, double 

space between lines, and use one inch margins. Any style guide will contain information 

on formatting your written assignments for submission. 

• Before handing in a written assignment, edit and proofread your work carefully. 

• Do not use plastic covers or report folders or title pages on your written assignments. 

Each assignment, though, should have your name, the course number, the date, and my 

name on separate lines (double-spaced) in the upper left corner of the first page. If the 

paper has a title, center it on the first page above the first paragraph. 

• Use page numbers and place them in the upper right corner of the page. If you are 

uncertain how to have word processing software generate the correct page number in the 

header of your document, ask someone in one of the labs. 

• MLA format and style conventions should be followed for all written assignments (essays 

and responses). Please note that MLA format for bibliographic entries (Works Cited 

page) have changed. For more information on MLA format and style conventions, see 

The MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, the appropriate section of a recent 

(published 2009 or after) writer’s handbook, or one of the many reputable online sources.  

• Late papers are not accepted. The assignment due dates are distributed on the first day of 

class, and the assignments are made available often weeks before they are due. 

Academic Dishonesty/Cheating: Collaborating with others is encouraged when you are planning 

your papers, reviewing each other’s work, preparing for presentations or for exams. Study or 

reading groups can be effective ways to study and learn. However, when you write your papers, 

the text needs to be your own.  

• You must carefully observe the standard rules for acknowledging the sources of words 

and ideas. If you make use of a phrase or a quote or if you paraphrase another writer’s 

words or ideas, you must acknowledge the source of these words or ideas telling us the 

source of these materials. APA and MLA style differ on the exact format of this 

attribution, but the simple version is the name of the author and the page number (if 

appropriate) in parentheses at the end of the sentence containing the use of the source 
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material. If you fail to acknowledge properly the source of your text, you will receive a 

zero on the assignment and be reported to the Student Disciplinary Officer. 

• If you plagiarize or otherwise misrepresent the source of your work, you will receive a 

zero on the assignment and be reported to the Student Disciplinary Officer. 

Textbooks: The following texts are required for this class: 

Greenblatt, et al, The Norton Anthology of English Literature. Volumes C + D + E + F. 

8th Edition. (Special order ISBN 978-0-393-16410-7) 

This version of the Norton Anthology of English Literature consists of four separate 

volumes:  

The Restoration and the 18th Century (Volume C) 

The Romantic Period (Volume D) 

The Victorian Age (Volume E) 

The 20th Century and After (Volume F) 

If you already own volumes 1 and 2 of the 8th edition of the Norton Anthology of 

English Literature, you can use them for this class, though, the page numbers will be 

different.  

Faculty Furloughs 

The state of California is facing an unprecedented fiscal crisis that has resulted in a $26.3 billion 

deficit. The impact of this on the CSU system includes a reduction of approximately $564 

million in the system’s base budget. As one strategy among others, the CSU has implemented 

furloughs of most of its employees this coming academic year, including faculty, staff, and 

management employees. A furlough is mandatory un-paid time off; faculty and staff on each 

CSU campus are being “furloughed” two days per month. These cancelled class days are marked 

on the syllabus below.  It is important to recognize that these days off are not holidays. Instead, 

they are concrete examples of how massive state budget cuts have consequences for you as 

students and for me as a faculty member.  

Each faculty member must designate six furlough days for each quarter. My furlough days for the 

Winter quarter will be: 

Friday, January 8 

Friday, January 15 (mandatory university furlough day) 

Monday, January 25 

Friday, February 12 

Friday, February 19 (mandatory university furlough day) 

Thursday, March 4 

Please note that on designated furlough days faculty are prohibited from engaging in any 

teaching, research or administrative work, which includes responding to voice messages and 

emails. 
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Schedule 

  Reading Assignment 

T 1/5 What is Literary History?   

TH 1/7 Norton Anthology, Volume C “Introduction” (C.2057-2080) 

Swift, Gulliver’s Travels, Part 1 (C.2323-2365) 

 

T 1/12 Addison, “On the Scale of Being” (C.2490-2493) 

Pope, “The Rape of the Lock” (C.2513-2532), “An Essay on 

Man, Epistle 1” (C.2541-2547) 

 

TH 1/14 Swift, Gulliver’s Travels, Part 4 (C.2418-2462)  

T 1/19 Johnson, from The History of Rasselas, Prince of Abyssinia 

(C.2680-2743) 

 

TH 1/21 Gray, “Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard” (C.2867-

2870) Crabbe, “The Village” (C.2887-2890) 

Wordsworth, selections (D.245-252) 

Coleridge, “This Lime-tree Bower My Prison” (D.428-430), 

“Frost at Midnight” (D.464-466) 

Response on 18th 

Century Due 

T 1/26 Norton Anthology, Volume D “Introduction” (D.1-22) 

Wordsworth, browse selections (D.274-320) and focus on 

“The Ruined Cottage,” “Michael,” and sonnets 

 

TH 1/28 Blake, Songs of Innocence and Experience (D.81-97)  

T 2/2 Coleridge, “The Satanic Hero” (D.490) 

Byron, Manfred (D.635-669) 

 

TH 2/4 Keats, browse selections (D.887-926) and focus on “Ode to a 

Nightingale” (D.903-905) 

 

T 2/9 MIDTERM Response on 

Romantic Age Due 

TH 2/11 Norton Anthology, Volume E “Introduction” (E.979-999) 

Tennyson, browse selections (E.1112-1135, 1189-1211) and 

focus on “Ulysses,” “The Lady of Shalott,” and “Locksley 

Hall” 

 

T 2/16 Browning, browse selections (E.1252-1286) and focus on 

“My Last Duchess,” “Fra Lippo Lippi,” and “Andrea del 

Sarto” 

 

TH 2/18 C. Rosetti, browse selections (E.1460-1481) and focus on 

“Goblin Market” 

 

T 2/23 Gaskell, “The Old Nurse’s Story” (E.1222-1236) 

Eliot, “The Sad Fortunes of Amos Barton” (online) 
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TH 2/25 Wilde, Preface to The Picture of Dorian Gray (E.1697-

1698), The Importance of Being Earnest (E.1698-1740) 

Response on 

Victorian Age Due 

T 3/2 Norton Anthology, Volume F “Introduction” (F.1827-1848) 

Conrad, Heart of Darkness (F.1890-1947); 

Orwell, “Shooting an Elephant” (F.2379-2384) 

Draft of Paper Due 

TH 3/4 Faculty Furlough Day; No Class Meeting 

“Modernist Manifestos” (F.1996-2019); 

Yeats, browse selections (F.2026-2045) and focus on 

“September 1913,” “Easter, 1916,” “The Second Coming” 

Eliot, The Waste Land (F.2295-2309) 

 

T 3/9 Joyce, “The Dead” (F.2172-2200) 

Woolf, A Room of One’s Own (F.2092-2152) 

 

TH 3/11 Beckett, Endgame (F.2394-2421) 

Rushdie, “The Prophet’s Hair” (F.2854-2863) 

Response on 20th 

Century Due 

TH 3/18 FINAL 

8:00 AM-10:30 AM 

Paper Due 

 


