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SPAN 421: LITERATURA MEXICANA DEL SIGLO XX 
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College of Arts and Letters

Department of Modern Languages and Literatures

Winter, 2007

Instructor:
Gastón A. Alzate, Ph.D.

Class location:

KH-B2014

 Office:

KH-A 3039



Time:

TR 6:10-7:50  p.m.

Telephone:
3.2267



Office hours:

TR 3:15-4:15  p.m.
E-mail:

galzate@calstatela.edu




W  5:15-7:15  p.m.

IMPORTANTE:

* Se espera que los estudiantes lean las lecturas asignadas antes de venir a clase. No hacerlo afectará negativamente su nota general en el curso.

*Una buena nota de participación en clase implica hacer las lecturas con anticipación, hacer comentarios relacionados con la clase y relevantes para el tema discutido, y tener la actitud normal que se espera en un salón de clases. Esto implica: a) No llegar tarde. Si por algún motivo vas a llegar tarde con frecuencia, habla con el profesor de antemano. Llegar tarde interrumpe la clase y corta el hilo de la discusión

* Si necesitan salir del salón por cualquier motivo durante la clase avisen primero a la instructora y recuerden que no deben demorarse más de unos minutos, de otro modo se afectará su nota. Consejo: Vayan al baño antes de los exámenes.

*No se puede grabar la clase excepto por una razón de fuerza mayor y con autorización expresa del profesor.

*Los profesores estamos para ayudar en la medida de lo posible y de lo razonable. Si piensas que necesitas explicaciones extra habla conmigo lo antes posible y no esperes al día anterior, pues no puedo estar segura de estar disponible. Si me avisas con tiempo puedes tener la seguridad de que encontraré un momento conveniente para reunirnos en mi oficina y resolver cualquier duda. Por supuesto, son bienvenidos a las horas de oficina.

* La peor pregunta es la que no se hace.

1.
Catalog Course Description Spanish 421

Prerequisite:  SPAN 413 (Spanish-American Literature II).  Intensive study of significant works and movements of Mexican literature from 1900 to present.

2.


Professional Statements

A.    Arts and Letters Mission Statement

The College of Arts and Letters develops in all students an appreciation of the variety of artistic and humanistic traditions that make up the world community, prepares students in our programs for professional success, and provides an intellectual, philosophical, and cultural foundation for personal development and effective participation in a democratic society.

B.
Statement of Reasonable Accommodation

The College of Arts and Letters faculty members fully support the 1990 Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  The members of the faculty will provide reasonable accommodation to any student with a disability who is registered with the Office of Students with Disabilities (OSD) and who needs and requests accommodation.  The faculty may wish to contact the OSD to verify the presence of a disability and confirm that accommodation is necessary.  The OSD will arrange and provide for the accommodation.

Reasonable accommodation may involve allowing a student to use an interpreter, note taker, or reader; accommodation may be needed during class sessions and for administration of examinations.  The intent of the ADA in requiring consideration of reasonable accommodation is not to give a particular student an unfair advantage over other students, but simply to allow a student with disability to have an equal opportunity to be successful.

C.
Student Conduct

Student conduct is viewed as a serious matter by the faculty members of the College of Arts and Letters.  The College faculty members assume that all students will conduct themselves as mature citizens of the campus community and will conduct themselves in a manner congruent with university policies and regulations.  Inappropriate conduct is subject to discipline as provided for Title 5, California Code of Regulations (see student conduct: rights and responsibilities, and student discipline, CSULA General Catalog).  Academic honesty is expected of all students in the College, in accordance with University policy (if you have questions please contact instructor in advance).  There are established university reporting procedures if a student is suspected of committing an academically dishonest act.

A. Technology

It is recommended that students in the College of Arts and Letters:

1.
Own or have ample access to a computer (e.g., in CSLA computer labs or at home or work)

2.
Have an email account (free of charge to all CSLA students) (KH-D140)

3.
Have a basic understanding of how to use the Internet. (For this particular class it is necessary for students to have regular access to an e-mail account.)

3.
Student Outcomes

Overview of the contemporary Mexican literature. Reading analysis and discussion of the most representative works of 20th century Mexican writers. 

A. Content Standards

Upon completion of this course, students should know or understand:

1.  principal literary works within the 20th century literary Mexican production.

2.  development and transformations of major aesthetics trends, genres of 20th  

     Century Mexican Literature.

3.  the relation between contemporary Mexican history and literature

B. 
Performance Standards

To demonstrate proficiency in the standards above, students should be able to:

1. identify the main authors and describe, analyze and discuss  the most important works of  contemporary Mexican literature 

2. describe the influence of Mexican history on contemporary Mexican literature.

3. 
distinguish the basic characteristics of contemporary Mexican culture through the point of view of literary production.

4.        identify general social and historical factors that may affect literature 
4.
Assessment Procedures

Course assignments, quizzes and exams may be used to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of the content standards of this course.  These materials, may be included in your portfolio as evidence of the knowledge and skills acquired in this class.

5.
Grading Procedures

Grades will be determined by the quality and completeness of the work submitted and the grades earned on quizzes and final paper.

A.
Tests

There will be 3 quizzes, and 1 final paper.  You must be present the days of the exams.  No makeups. Only documented, official excuses will be accepted. Talk to the instructor in advance if you know there will be an extenuating circumstance that will impede for you to attend class (see Attendance Policy). 

B.
Grading Scale

A………………….93-100
C……………………..73-76

A-…………………90-92

C-……………………70-72

B+…………………87-89
D+……………………67-69

B…………………..83-86

D……………………..63-66

B-………………….80-82
D-…………………….60-62

C+…………………77-79
F………………………59 or below

C. Total Grade

The grade will be determined by the following factors:


Final paper*……………………
..40%


Pruebas (3 x 10%)  ……………
..30%

Presentations ……………………..20%


Attendance and participation …    10%




Total 
 100%

*FINAL PAPER SHOULD BE TYPED (TIMES NEW ROMAN 12 - DOBLE SPACE - 1,750-2,000 WORDS-PLUS BIBLIOGRAPHY) ACCORDING TO MLA GUIDELINES. 

PRESENTACIONES:

TRABAJO DE INVESTIGACIÓN-PRESENTACIONES(: In consultation with the teacher, each student will choose a topic about a specific author on which to do a presentation. This includes presenting supplementary material not included in the text, and elaborating on text materials. 

You must bring a ONE PAGE summary with the most important points to distribute in class to your classmates and the Professor. This will help as a study-guide for the exams. You may look for information at the library and you may also use sources from the Internet. Nonetheless, you will have to make sure they are RELIABLE. INTERNET: Besides books chapters and academic journals, ONLY INTERNET ARTICLES BY UNIVERSITY PROFESSORS OR APPEARING ON JOURNALS SPONSORED BY ACCREDITED INSTITUTIONS (OFFICIAL CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS OR UNIVERSITIES) WILL BE ACCEPTED.

PERSONAL HOMEPAGES WITH INFORMATION/OPINIONS MAY NOT BE USED BECAUSE THE INFORMATION MAY NOT BE TRUE (YOUR GRADE MAY NEGATIVELY BE AFFECTED IF THIS HAPPENS). 
PRESENTACIONES

1a PRESENTACIÓN: Juan José Arreola.

2a PRESENTACIÓN: Juan Vicente Melo.

3a PRESENTACIÓN: Elena Garro.

4a PRESENTACIÓN: Elena Poniatowska.

5a PRESENTACIÓN: José Agustín.

6a PRESENTACIÓN: Sergio Pitol.

7a PRESENTACIÓN: Juan Villoro.

8a. PRESENTACIÓN: Octavio Paz-La Malinche

D. General participation, homework and attendance

Class participation involves completing readings before class and participating in discussions.  Homework includes completion of reading and written assignments and coming to class prepared to answer and/or discuss the content of the material studied.  Small group work and taking part in other activities are important components of this course, therefore, attendance is critical.  Tardiness and absences will result in a lowered grade.

Class participation points will be given according to the following elements:

1. A-, A (90-100): the student is always prepared, participates voluntarily in the discussions, brings comments and/or questions based on assigned materials, takes part in class activities and participates in an active and creative manner.

2. B-, B, B+ (80-89): the student is generally prepared, answers correctly when asked but DOES NOT PARTICIPATE VOLUNTARILY in the discussions. Does the class activities but rarely brings questions or comments about the assigned materials. 

3. C-, C, C+ (70-80): the student is ready for class BUT ONLY SOMETIMES.  Does not participate voluntarily and when asked about the assigned material does not always show knowledge of them. 

4. D-, D, D+ (60-70): the student regularly shows signs of not being ready for class. Doesn’t show the desire to participate actively. Doesn’t always bring homework or the day’s readings. Does not show appreciation for Mexican literature. During class student does homework for another class, reads news papers, or does spmething not related to class.

5. F (50%): Generally answers incorrectly, or does not bring comments, seems distracted, sleepy, or does not bring homework, or prepared reading generally. The student refuses to answer when asked, answers in English, or does not show respect for the class nor the material that is studied. The student makes observations that have nothing to do with the class.
PLEASE: TURN OFF YOUR CELL PHONE DURING CLASS!

ATTENDANCE POLICY:

A) Those students who attend regularly generally get more from the course than students who miss class. Absences (both excused and unexcused) will have a negative effect on your grade. A maximum of one (1) absences from class are allowed; over and above will result in the lowering of your grade by one grade per absence. 

B) The only way to erase (drop) an absence is with an official excuse documented no more than one week following the absence. 
C) All exams must be completed as scheduled in order to pass the course. Make-up exams are given in the same circumstances as B (see above).

6.
Required Course Materials


Textbooks

~ Mariano Azuela, Los de abajo. (3 copias en la bibioteca) (Amazon. $15.98) 
~ Rosario Castellanos. Oficio de tinieblas  (2 copias en la biblioteca) (Amazon $20)

   ~ Juan Rulfo. Pedro Páramo. (2 copias en la biblioteca) (Amazon $10)

   ~ Carlos Fuentes.  La muerte de Artemio Cruz. (Amazon $11.70)
7.
Drops

University policy stipulates that drops are permitted only for serious and compelling reasons.  The following are not serious and compelling reasons: “nonattendance; poor performance or grades; misjudgment of level of class work; failure to complete assignments or take a test; dissatisfaction with class materials, instructional methods, or instructor; participation in social activities; or simple lack of motivation.”  Additional information appears on page 18 of the Schedule of Classes.

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

Sep. 20 - Jueves 

Syllabus. Repartición del pastel de las presentaciones.

Week 1 

–Sep 25

Juan de la Cabada. La Llovizna. págs 32-7 (5) 

~ Mariano Azuela, Los de abajo. Primera Parte I a XV.

–Sep 25
José Revueltas. Dios en la tierra. Págs 40-7. (7) 

~ Mariano Azuela, Los de abajo. Primera Parte XVI a Segunda Parte V.
Week 2 

–Oct 2 

Jorge Ibargüengoitia. Conversaciones con Bloomsbury. 108-121. (13)

~ Mariano Azuela, Los de abajo. Segunda Parte VI a final (Tercera parte VII).
OCT 3. EXTRA CREDIT: Carlos Fuentes estará en el LACMA (LOS ANGELES LATIN AMERICAN ART & CULTURE) $ 5 dólares, estudiantes- tel: 323-857-6010. EXTRA CREDIT: escribir un resumen de la presentación de Carlos Fuentes a máquina, mínimo 300 palabras.

[image: image4.wmf] An Evening with Carlos Fuentes: 
Latin American Art & Culture
Wednesday, October 3,  7:30 pm
Novelist, essayist, scholar, and diplomat Carlos Fuentes will speak about his work. Following his talk, Mr. Fuentes will be signing copies of his books; The Eagle's Throne and This I Believe: An A to Z of a Life.
This lecture was made possible in part by The Getty Foundation and the Brotman Foundation Special Exhibitions Lecture Fund.
Bing Theater | Tickets: $10 public, $8 LACMA members, $5 students and seniors 62+.
Call 323 857-6010 for tickets.
http://www.lacma.org/events/Lectures.aspx#1185287780901
–Oct 4.

Ricardo Garibay. Ingredientes de Arte. Págs 96-106 (10)

OCT 4   PRUEBA

Week 3 

–Oct 9

Edmundo Valadés. La muerte tiene permiso. págs 50-6. (7)

~ Juan Rulfo. Pedro Páramo. Viñeta I (Vine a Comala…) a  XVII (--Pobre Eduviges. Debe de andar penando todavía). 
–Oct 11
1a PRESENTACIÓN: Juan José Arreola. El prodigioso miligramo. Págs 58-66. (8)

~ Juan Rulfo. Pedro Páramo. Viñeta XXIV (Fulgor Sedano hombre de 54 años) a  XXXVII (Y se olvidó de todo lo demás).
Week 4 

–Oct 16

2a PRESENTACIÓN: Juan Vicente Melo. La hora inmovil. Págs 156-176 (20)
~ Juan Rulfo. Pedro Páramo. Viñeta XXXVIII (Allá afuera debe de estar variando el tiempo) a LXIX (Un montón de piedras).

Del 17 al 24 de Octubre  el profesor estará en una conferencia en México. A su regreso habrá una prueba con las lecturas que se hicieron desde la primera prueba
-Oct  18. No hay clase (Please don’t cry) LOS ESTUDIANTES HARÁN LAS LECTURAS POR SU CUENTA.
Guillermo Samperio. Lenin en el futbol. Págs 272-79 (7)
Week 5

-Oct 23. No hay clase. Please don’t cry. 

LOS ESTUDIANTES HARÁN LAS LECTURAS POR SU CUENTA.
Juan García Ponce. Tajimara. Págs138-53 (15)

~ Juan Rulfo. Pedro Páramo. Pag 119 (Un hombre al que decían el Tartamudo..) a (..y se fue desmoronando como si fuera un montón de piedras.) pag. 159.
-OCT 25  PRUEBA 

3a PRESENTACIÓN: Elena Garro. La culpa es de los Tlaxcaltecas. 68-86 pags, (8)
OJO: La prueba NO será sobre las lecturas desde la ausencia del profesor, sino sobre las lecturas que se hicieron en clase después de la primera prueba.
Week 6 

–Oct 30

José Emilio Pacheco. Tenga para que se entretenga. 226-236 (10) 

~Rosario Castellanos. Oficio de tinieblas. Capítulos I a VIII.
-Nov 1

4a PRESENTACIÓN: Elena Poniatowska. El limbo. Págs. 188-205 (17)

~Rosario Castellanos. Oficio de tinieblas. Capítulos X a XVI.
Week 7 

–Nov 6

Eraclio Zepeda. Vientooo. Págs. 208-24 (16)
~Rosario Castellanos. Oficio de tinieblas. Capítulos XVII-XXVII.
–Nov 8

5a PRESENTACIÓN: José Agustín. Luto.  Págs 238-247 (9)

~Rosario Castellanos. Oficio de tinieblas. Capítulos XXVIII a  XL.
EXTRA CREDIT: Nov 8. Viista de la Escritora Argentina Elsa Drucaroff. 6 p.m.

Week 8 

–Nov13

Hector Aguilar Camín. Mañana lloraré. Págs 250-270 (20)

~Carlos Fuentes.  La muerte de Artemio Cruz. Pag. 1 (YO despierto..) a pag 82 (..: hacia el sur, con el hilo entre las manos, hacia el sur.)

–Nov 15

6a PRESENTACIÓN: Sergio Pitol. Semejante a los dioses. Págs 178-186 (8) 

~Carlos Fuentes.  La muerte de Artemio Cruz. Pag. 82 (YO sobreviví. Regina ¿Cómo te llamabas?) a pag.163 (..le devolvió una mueca desde el espejo).
Week 9 

–Nov 20

7a PRESENTACIÓN: Juan Villoro. El verano y sus mosquitos. Págs 282-93 (11)
Nov 20 PRUEBA. Sobre las lecturas después de la  segunda prueba.

-NOV 22 DIA DE ACCIÓN DE GRACIAS  
Week 10 

-Nov 27.

~Carlos Fuentes.  La muerte de Artemio Cruz. Pag. 163 (YO los veo. Han entrado) a pag. 247 (..y dormirse contigo en sus ojos…, qué verde…, no te olvides …).
Taller Trabajo final. Terapia grupal. Preparación para el trabajo final, MLA STYLE.
PREPARACIÓN DEL TRABAJO FINAL. (LOS ESTUDIANTES QUE NO VENGAN A ESTOS TALLERES, A NO SER QUE SEPAN TELEPATIA (ya que no asistirán a las sesiones donde se explicará lo que hay que hacer en el trabajo final) SE LES VERÁ REDUCIDA SU NOTA DRÁSTICAMENTE.
-Nov 29

~Carlos Fuentes.  La muerte de Artemio Cruz. Pag. 247 (YO me diría la verdad, si no sintiera mis labios blancos) a pag. 326 (Tú… mueres…has muerto …moriré.)

Taller Trabajo final. Terapia grupal. Preparación para el trabajo final, MLA STYLE.
PREPARACIÓN DEL TRABAJO FINAL.
Week 11 ~FINALS Dec 3-8

FINAL PAPER: Dec 4  - Tuesday – 7:30 ~ 10:00 p.m. 

*FINAL PAPER SHOULD BE TYPED (TIMES NEW ROMAN 12 - DOBLE SPACE - 1,750-2,000 WORDS-PLUS BIBLIOGRAPHY) ACCORDING TO MLA GUIDELINES. 

*PLAGIARISM WILL NOT BE TOLERATED. PLAGIARISM CONSISTS OF REPRESENTING THE WORDS AND/OR IDEAS OF ANOTHER AS YOUR OWN. IF YOU USE SOMEONE ELSE’S PHRASES OR IDEAS, BE SURE TO CITE YOUR SOURCES CAREFULLY AND DISTINGUISH HIS OR HER THOUGHTS FROM YOUR OWN. IF YOU USE SOMEONE ELSE’S WORDS, BE SURE TO PLACE THEM IN QUOTATION MARKS AND CITE YOUR SOURCES.

( IT IS MANDATORY TO ATTEND AND TO TAKE NOTES THESE DAYS BECAUSE THERE WILL BE QUESTIONS RELATED TO THE PRESENTATIONS DURING EXAMS. Even if the presentations are in groups, each student will be graded individually. Each person must talk for minimum/maximum of 15 minutes. Talking LESS than that will reduce your grade. READING IS NOT ALLOWED. You may use index cards with key terms or dates, which are hard to memorize BUT NOT SENTENCES INCLUDING CONJUGATED VERBS. The maximum number of words each person may use including all of his/her index cards is 40. You may use a Poster or Power Point instead of the cards but the same number of words must apply. EACH PERSON MUST TURN IN ALL NOTES USED DURING HIS/HER PART AT THE END OF THE PRESENTATION. 
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