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SPAN 100A: ELEMENTARY SPANISH (4 units) 
Call No. 10516 College of 
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Arts and Letters

Department of Modern Languages and Literatures

Fall, 2008

Instructor:
Gastón A. Alzate, Ph.D.

Class location:
KH-B3010
Office:

KH-A 3039



Time:
M/W 11:40-1:30 p.m.

Telephone:
3.2267



Office hours:
T/Th 4 = 6 p.m.
E-mail:

galzate@calstatela.edu





Required Course Materials
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· Knorre, Dorwick, Pérez-Gironés, Glass and Villarreal. Puntos de partida. 8th Ed. New York: McGraw-Hill. 2008. 

· Capítulos (Prelimanar , 1-5)


· Sabló-Yates. Laboratory Manual to accompany Puntos de partida.

1. Catalog Description

Methodical presentation of the fundamental structures of Spanish through hearing, speaking, reading and writing. Introduction to the customs, culture, and institutions of the Spanish-speaking people. 


Prerequisite: Spanish 100A or one year of high-school Spanish. 

Those students that have more than one year of high-school Spanish should take SPAN 100C and students with a background in spoken Spanish should enroll in SPAN 105 or 205A/205B.

2. Professional Statements

A. Arts and Letters Mission Statement

The College of Arts and Letters develops in all students an appreciation of the variety of artistic and humanistic traditions that make up the world community; prepares students in our programs for professional success; and provides an intellectual, philosophical, and cultural foundation for personal development and effective participation in a democratic society.

B. Statement of Reasonable Accommodation

The College of Arts and Letters faculty members fully support the 1990 Americans with

Disabilities Act (ADA). The members of the faculty will provide reasonable accommodation to any student with a disability who is registered with the Office of Students with Disabilities (OSD) and who needs and requests accommodation. The faculty may wish to contact the OSD to verify the presence of a disability and confirm that accommodation is necessary. The OSD will arrange and provide for the accommodation. Reasonable accommodation may involve allowing a student to use an interpreter, note-taker, or reader; accommodation may be needed during class sessions and for administration of examinations. The intent of the ADA in requiring consideration of reasonable accommodation is not to give a particular student an unfair advantage over other students, but simply to allow a student with disability to have an equal opportunity to be successful.

C. Student Conduct

The faculty members of the College of Arts and Letters view student conduct as a serious matter. The College faculty members assume that all students will conduct themselves as mature citizens of the campus community in a manner congruent with university policies and regulations. Inappropriate conduct is subject to discipline as provided for Title 5, California Code of Regulations (see CSULA General Catalog: student conduct; rights and responsibilities; student discipline). Academic honesty is expected of all students in the College, in accordance with University policy. There are established university reporting procedures if a student is suspected of committing an academically dishonest act.

D. Technology

It is recommended that students in the College of Arts and Letters:

1. Own or have ample access to a computer (e.g., in CSULA computer labs, at home or at work)

2. Have an e-mail account (available free of charge to all CSLA students)

3. Have a basic understanding of how to use the Internet.

3. Student Outcomes

A. Content Standards

Upon completion of this course students should have:

1.  Developed and refined basic listening comprehension, speaking, reading and writing skills in Spanish

2.  Extended their Spanish vocabulary 

3.  Expanded their repertoire of grammatical structures of Spanish

4.  Increased their knowledge about cultural similarities and differences between the U.S. and the Spanish


 Speaking world

B. Performance Standards

To develop and demonstrate proficiency in the above standards, students in SPAN 100B will:

1. Listening comprehension

a. Hear Spanish as the dominant language in the classroom

b. Listen for specific information, such as, instructions, questions, narrations, descriptions

2. Speaking

a. Learn to influence others

b. Express their likes and dislikes, desires and requests

c. Learn to describe and narrate activities and events that occurred in the past or that were unexpected

d. Learn to express opinions about food, travel, holidays, leisure time and health

3. Vocabulary

a. Learn and practice vocabulary in the semantic fields of food, vacations and holidays, leisure time, health, student life in contemporary society

b. Continue to make connections between cognates shared by English and Spanish

4. Reading

a. Read and comprehend signs, labels, ads, notes, menus, letters, brief descriptions and instructions

b. Read for general information and meaning

5. Writing

Write notes, descriptions, letters, short answers on quizzes and exams taking into consideration all formal aspects of the writing process, such as spelling, punctuation, capitalization and accents

6. Grammatical Structure

a. Continue to develop a familiarity with a variety of sentence structures, including the expression of negation; direct and indirect objects, relative and reflexive pronouns; the prepositions por and para and their functioning within a sentence 

b. Review formation of questions 

c. Learn the forms and uses of commands, past tense and subjunctive

7. Culture 

Gain knowledge about Hispanic culture, especially as related to the semantic fields discussed above (through readings and discussions)

4. Assessment Procedures

Course assignments, quizzes and final exam may be used to demonstrate the students’ knowledge and understanding of the content standards of this course. These materials, the lab manual and workbook and a self-evaluation may be included in a course portfolio as evidence of the knowledge and skills acquired in SPAN 100B.

5. Grading Procedures

Grades will be determined by the quality and completeness of the work submitted and the grades earned on assignments, quizzes and exams. Out-of-class preparation and participation, as well as independent work in the language laboratory will also be taken into account (see below).

A. Tests

There will be three quizzes and a final exam. Students must be present the day of the exam. No make-up exams will be given. For information on University policies and regulations pertaining to academic honesty consult the Schedule of Classes (pages 139-141).

B. Grading Scale

A
100-93


A-
92-90


B+
89-87



B
86-83

B-
82-80


C+
79-77

C
76-73
C-
72-70
D+
69-67

D
66-63

D-
62-60

F
59-0

C. Final Grade 
The final grade will be determined by the following factors:

1. 3 Quizzes
(10% + 10% + 10%)






30%

2. Final Exam









40%


3. Preparation, participation and attendance
  




10%

4. Language Laboratory 








10%

5. Individual completion homework assignments 





10%

D. Participation, Attendance and Homework Assignments

Class preparation and participation involve completing readings (and/or written assignments) before the class for which they are assigned on the syllabus, coming to class prepared to answer questions and/or discuss studied material and participating in discussions. Small-group work is an important component of the course, therefore, regular attendance is expected; tardiness will result in a lowered grade. Three (3) late arrival = 1 absence.
There will be NO EXTRA CREDIT ASSIGNMENTS in this course.

Students are responsible for completing workbook assignments and lab manual assignments individually (out of class). The instructor may collect completed workbook and/or lab assignments at any time after the chapter has been covered in class. 

Class participation points will be given according to the following elements:

1. A-, A (90-100): the student is always prepared, participates voluntarily in the discussions, brings comments and/or questions based on assigned materials, takes part in class activities and participates in an active and creative manner.

2. B-, B, B+ (80-89): the student is generally prepared, answers correctly when asked but DOES NOT PARTICIPATE VOLUNTARILY in the discussions. Does the class activities but rarely brings questions or comments about the assigned materials. 

3. C-, C, C+ (70-80): the student is ready for class BUT ONLY SOMETIMES.  Does not participate voluntarily and when asked about the assigned material does not always show knowledge of them. 

4. D-, D, D+ (60-70): the student regularly shows signs of not being ready for class. Doesn’t show the desire to participate actively. Doesn’t always bring homework or the day’s readings. Does not show appreciation for Mexican literature. During class student does homework for another class, reads newspapers, or does something not related to class.

5. F (50%): Generally answers incorrectly, or does not bring comments, seems distracted, sleepy, or does not bring homework, or prepared reading generally. The student refuses to answer when asked, answers in English, or does not show respect for the class nor the material that is studied. The student makes observations that have nothing to do with the class.
PLEASE: TURN OFF YOUR CELL PHONE DURING CLASS!

ATTENDANCE POLICY:

A) Absences (both excused and unexcused) will have a negative effect on your grade. A MAXIMUM OF ONE (1) ABSENCE FROM CLASS IS ALLOWED. OVER AND ABOVE WILL RESULT IN THE LOWERING OF YOUR GRADE. 

For example: 

20-19 classes attended (100%) Participation/attendance grade maximum of A; 

18 classes attended (90%) = Maximum of A- 

17 classes attended (85%) = Maximum of B

16 classes attended (80%) = Maximum of B-

15 classes attended (75%) = Maximum of C

14 classes attended (70%) = Maximum of C-

13 classes attended (65%) = Maximum of D

12 classes attended (60%) = Maximum of D-

11 classes attended (55%) = F



B) All exams must be completed as scheduled in order to pass the course. 



E. Language Laboratory

All students are required to attend the language laboratory for one hour per week. It is recommended (but nor required) that this requirement be fulfilled in two half-hour sessions during the week. Students who spend a total of 9-10 hours in the language laboratory during the quarter will receive a grade of 90-100 in the language lab component of the grade (10% of the final grade). However, laboratory work must be done on a weekly basis or no credit for the lab component will be awarded, i.e., a student who tries to do all laboratory assignments during the last two weeks of classes will not receive credit (regardless of the number of hours s/he spends in the lab). 

The Department of Modern Languages and Literatures recommends that the language lab located in King Hall D1041 (PHONE: 323. 343.4233; http://www.calstatela.edu/academic/mld/lab.htm) be used for fulfilling the language lab requirement for SPAN 100A. The current schedule for the lab is Monday through Thursday from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.; however, students should refer to the posted lab hours regularly for the first 3 weeks.
6. Drops

University policy stipulates that drops are permitted only for serious and compelling reasons. Non-attendance; poor performance and/or grades; misjudgment of level of class work; failure to complete assignments or to take a test; dissatisfaction with class materials, instructional methods or instructor; participation in social activities; or simple lack of motivation are NOT serious and compelling reasons. For additional information consult the Schedule of Classes. The only way to erase (drop) an absence is with an official excuse documented no more than one week following the absence. 
7. Tentative Schedule

Academic Calendar . FALL QUARTER 2008

	September 18
	Fall quarter; classes begin

	November 11
	Veterans' Day; campus closed

	November 27-29
	Thanksgiving holidays; campus closed

	December 1-6
	Final examinations

	December 7-January 4
	Student recess

	December 21-28
	campus closed

	
	


Theater Calendar : L.A.

Nov 12 al 15: Mexican Theater Conference in El Paso, Texas. El Profe no estará en la ciudad.

Nov 20-23: Actions of Transfer. UCLA. El Profe no estará en Cal State-LA
Week 1 

9/22

Capítulo preliminar

Primera parte (páginas: 4-13)





Saludos y expresiones de cortesía; El alfabeto español; Los cognados; Nota cultural



Pronunciación.   




9/24

TAREA:  From the Textbook



Capítulo preliminar

Segunda parte (páginas: 14-21)



Los números 0-30; Hay; Gustos y preferencias; ¿Qué hora es? Lectura. 

Week 2

9/29

TAREA:  Lab Manual (Pag. 1-13)


Capítulo 1 


Vocabulario (págs 26-29); Pronunciación (pág.31). 

10/1
 
TAREA:  From the Textbook 



Capítulo 1 


Gramática 1, 2, 3. (páginas 32-44) 

Week 3

10/6

TAREA:  Lab Manual (Pag. 15-24)


Capítulo 1


Gramática 4. (45) ; Cultura (28; 44).

10/8

TAREA: Lab Manual (Pag. 25-29)

Review Capítulo preliminar. Chapter 1

Week 4

10/13

Quiz # 1    (On Capítulo preliminar and Capítulo 1)

10/15

Capítulo 2


Vocabulario (60-64); Gramática 5, 6. (66-76);






Pronunciación 65. 

Week 5

10/20

TAREA: Lab Manual (Pag. 31 - beginning of pag. 37)



Capítulo 2


Gramática 7, 8. (77-85); Cultura (62; 87)

10/22

TAREA:  From the Textbook


Capítulo 3


Vocabulario (98-104); Pronunciación (105-06)

Week 6

10/27

TAREA: Lab Manual (Pag. 37 - beginning of pag 48)


Capítulo 3


Gramática 9, 10. (107-115)

10/29 

TAREA: Lab Manual (Pág. 48-54)


Capítulo 3


Gramática 11. (116-119); Cultura (102;114). 






Review Chapter 2-3


Week 7

11/3

Quiz # 2  (Capítulo 2, Capítulo 3)

11/5

Capítulo 4


Vocabulario (130-135); Gramática 12, 13. (136-146)
 
Week 8

11/10

TAREA: Lab Manual (Pág. 55 - beginning of pag 60)



Capítulo 4


Gramática 14. (141-146); Cultura (132; 153) 
11/12

No class. Please don’t cry. 



Professor Alzate will be in a Mexican Theater Conference in El Paso, Texas. 
Week 9

11/17
TAREA: Lab Manual (beginning of pag 60-61 y pag 67-72)


Capítulo 5


Vocabulario (164-169). Gramática 15, (170-74)

11/19
TAREA:  From the Textbook

 Capítulo 5


Gramática 16, 17 (175-187). 
Week 10

11/24

Quiz #3  (on Capítulo 4 and Capítulo 5)
11/26

TAREA: Lab Manual (pag 72-78)



Final Exam Practice
FINAL EXAM.  Monday
Dec 1
10:45 - 1:15 p.m.
Fall  2008
SPAN 100A
1

