CHS111: CULTURAL DIVERSITY AND CHICANOS
Fall Quarter 2008
Section O1: Tuesday and Thursday, 9:50to 11:30

Fine Arts 244

Instructor: Francisco E. Balderrama, Ph.D.

E-Mail: fbalder@cal statela.edu

Web Site: http//www.cal statel a.edu/facul ty/fbal der

Thissyllabusissubject to changein case of extenuating cir cumstances.
OFFICE HOURSFOR STUDENT ADVISEMENT KH C 3059
Monday and Wednesday: 1:25 to 2:00; 5:00 to 6:00

Tuesday and Thursday: 11:30to 12:00

Faculty Office Phone: (323) 343-2987

Chicano Studies Department Phone: (213) 343-2190

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Recent immigration patterns are changing the cultural and ethnic makeup of U.S. society. Los
Angeles has become an experiment for interracial and intercultural cooperation with important
national implications. Thiscourseinvestigates cultural diversity and Chicanos. It explorestherole of
Chicano, Anglo, Asian, Afro- American, and other Latinos asthey impact on American democracy.
Attention isalso givento various gender groups. The course surveysdifferent immigrant and cultural
contributionswith afocus on common goals and experiences. It examineslocal, national, and world
socia and physical environments. It also surveys selected works in literature and social science
research to provide an interdisciplinary perspective on the strength of religiousand cultura diversity
in local and national public life. These issues will be presented in readings, lectures, videos, and
discussions.

OBJECTIVES

Students will demonstrate knowledge of

1. Landmarks eventsin the relationship of Chicano and Latino groupswith other racial and cultural
groups.

2. Magjor eventsin the Spanish conquest of Mexico, the English conquest of America, and dlavery on
race relations today.

3. Refugee and immigrant experiencesin Californiaof peoplefrom Africa, Asia, Europe, and Latin
America

4. Cultural diversity reflected in selected works in literature.

5. Current social and political issues that impacted on minorities and women today.

6. Theroleof learning in building interracial, ethnic, language, and gender respect and tolerance.
Students will demonstrate the following skills:

1. Ability to identify major ideas and concepts on cultural diversity from assigned readings.

2. Ability to write essays on contributions of cultural diversity withlogic, organization, and based on
evidence presented in class or readings.

3. Ahility to research and write ascholarly paper on aunifying theme of respect for cultura diversity.
4. Ability to make a competent oral presentation on tolerance and respect for cultural diversity in


mailto:fbalder@calstatela.edu

class.

5. Ability to work with others from different racial and cultural backgrounds in small discussion
groups.

6. Ability to listen actively to others from diverse cultura and gender backgroundsin class.
CLASSATTENDANCE

Class attendance is extremely important because much of the material for this courseis not spelled
out in the texts but has to be provided through the lectures and discussions. Moreover, the
development of student awareness and understanding comes through class participation and
discussion.

REQUIRED READINGS

S. Dale McLemore and Harriet Romo, Race and Ethnic Relations in America. New
York: Allyn & Bacon,

Sandra Cisneros, The House on Mango Street. New Y ork: Vintage Books, 1989
Gary Soto, Jesse. New Y ork: Scholastic Incorporated, 1994

The preceding textbooks (all in paperback) are avail able at the university bookstore aswell aslocal
bookstores for purchase. There also will be a number of handouts especially charts to assist
studentsin under standing important concepts and significant material.

COOPERATIVE LEARNING DISCUSSION GROUPS

Along with the traditional lecture-discussion format, all students will be assigned to a cooperative
learning discussion group. The cooperativelearning discussion group isafairly successful approach
for investigating course material, because all studentsare required to discussissues and themeswith
their fellow students. Theinstructor establishesthe discussion agendaby providing specificin-class
exercises for amost every class meeting. These exercises will not only aid studentsin studying the
Chicano, but also to develop skills of critical analysis.

The cooperative learning groups also provide a forum to study for the midterm and the fina
examination. The course's major research and writing assignment, the Chicano Biography also will
be part of the co-operativelearning experience. M oreimportantly, students a so have the opportunity
to assist their fellow studentsin learning the course material.

PARTICIPATION: ADVICE AND SUGGESTIONS

Students are expected to attend lectures and participate in the discussions. Participation in the
discussions will constitute one part of the final grade. The following remarks are made with the
intention of making discussions animportant and meaningful experiencefor each student. Classroom
discussions are not the same as casual conversations, bull sessions or therapy sessions. Discussions
often fail because students expect too much to come out of discussionstoo easily. Discussions aso
are unproductive when students have not read the assignments and thus have nothing to contribute.
Students should be aware that discussion is more demanding and frustrating than copying down
lecture notes. The purpose of adiscussion isto organize, integrate, analyze, interpret, and question
the lectures, readings, videos, and other course materials. In fact, the success of a discussion to a
large degree depends on the student's willingness to contribute his or her views and discuss those of
others.



ESSAY ASSIGNMENTS
There will be three (2) essay questions (two to three printed pages in length) answering specific
guestions from the required readings. The essay questions will encourage the student to think
critically of the readings and present his or her personal reaction or opinion. The essays will be
evaluated in terms of writing as well as content supporting evidence. Students will receive the
specific question the week before the deadline. The essays are due, without fail, at classtime on the
scheduled date. Late essays will not be accepted and students will receive an “F’ for the particular
assignments.
House on Mango Street (Thursday, October 16, 2008)
Jesse (Thursday, October 23, 2008)
CHICANA/CHICANO BIOGRAPHY
All students will have the opportunity to research and write a biography (life history) exploring the
issue of cultural diversity and the Chicano experiencein LosAngeles All studentsal so will construct
acollage of the Chicana/Chicano biography project centering upon amajor theme. The collagewill
give the student the opportunity to outline the major theme of the biography essay. Of course,
students will find Gary Soto’'s Jesse and Sandra Cisneros's The House on Mango Street as
especialy helpful. The essay will be 9 to 12 pages in length. The instructor will be explaining the
assignment and assisting students in completing the assignment. Moreover, the essay shall be
presented in stages:
Step #1: Topic Statement (Single Paragraph), Thursday, September 25, 2008
Step #2: Working Bibliography (Primary/Secondary sources), Thursday, October 8, 2008
Step #3: Tentative Draft (First Page), Thursday, October 30, 2008
Step #4: Short Oral Presentations to Groups, Thursday, November 6, 2008
Step #6: Final Draft (Revised Completed Paper), Thursday, November 20, 2008
FINAL EXAMINATION
The course will have afinal examination of essays. The essay questions are designed to permit the
student to develop hisor her own analysisor interpretation while demonstrating an understanding of
the course material.
COURSE CALENDAR
Tuesday Thursday
WEEK |

September 18

Course Introduction
Introducing Cultural Diversity and Chicano Studies. Biography Project: Oral History Approach

September 23 September 25

Colonia Foundations, Spanish, Mexican and American Conquests

Readings: Chapter 8 Mexican Americans. From Colonized Minority to Political Activistsin Racial
and Ethnic Relations ****Topic Statement for Biography Project Due***



WEEK I
September 30 October 2
Forging a New Nation: 19th Century Mexican Marginalization and 20th Century Immigration
Readings. Door Chapter 1. Natives and Newcomers and Chapter 2: Together or Apart? Some
Competing Viewsin Racial and Ethnic Relations
***\Working Bibliography for Biography Project Due***
WEEK 11
October 7 October 9
Ethnic Groups, Tensions, and Conflict
Readings: Chapter 3: The Rise of Anglo American Society and Chapter 4: The Goldenin Racial and
Ethnic Relations
WEEK IV
October 14 October 16
La Chicana Experience
Readings. The House on Mango Street ***#1 Essay Due***

WEEK V

October 21 October 23

Struggle for Equality

Readings: Jesse **x #2 Essay Due***
WEEK VI

October 28 October 30

Cultura Diversity in the Southwest
Readings: Chapter 10 Native Americans. The First Americans and Chapter 11 The Japanese
Experience in Racial and Ethnic Relations
***Tentative First Page for Biography Project Due****

WEEK VII
November 4 November 6
Cultural Diversity in California
Readings: Chapter 7 African Americans. Protest and Social Change and Chapter 12: Chinese, Asian
Indian, Korean, Vietnamese, Filipino, and Middle Eastern Arab Americans in Racial and Ethnic
Relations

***Qral Presentations of Chicana/Chicano Biography****
WEEK VIII
November 11 November 13
Veterans Day—University Holiday
Cultural Diversity in Los Angeles
Readings: Chapter 8 Puerto Ricans and Mexican Americans: ldentity and Incorporation in Racial
and Ethnic Relations
WEEK X
November 18 November 20
Cultural Diversity and the Chicano Future
Readings: Chapter 13: Vietnamese Americans, Arab Americans, and Resurgent Racism and



Chapter 14: The Future of Ethnicity in Racial and Ethnic Relations
***Einal Draft of Biographies Due***

WEEK X

November 25 November 27

Final Examination Review Thanksgiving Holiday-
Distribution of Final Campus Closed
Examination

Final Examination: Take-Home Essays Due, Thursday, December 4 at 10:00
AM.

GRADING
The course grade will be based upon 500 points:
Chicana/Chicano Autobiography

Topic Statement 5
Working Bibliography 5
Tentative First Page 5
Oral Presentation 5

Final Revised Draft 120
Essays

House on Mango Street 100

Jesse 100

Final Essay Examination 150

Participation in Cooperative
Learning Discussion Group
Class Attendance/Participation 10
500
Thisparticular coursewill employ plus‘/minusas part of the grading system:
500-475/95%= A
474-450/90%= A-
449-440/88%= B+
439-420/84%= B
419-400/80%= B-
399-390/78%= C+
389-370/74%=C
369-350/70%= C-
349-325/65%= D+
324-300/60%= D
299- =F
****|FYOU ARE EXPERIENCING ANY DIFFICULTIES, PLEASE DO NOT
HESITATE IN CONTACTING ME! *** Buena Suerte! Good L uck!
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