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Todayõs Agenda

Course Overview

What is Technology?

The Name Game

Learning and Temperament Self-Assessments



Catalog Description

An exploration of the ways technology 
impacts individual human development 
within global social systems.  Including an 
emphasis on lifelong acquisition of 
technology skills with an optional service 
learning component.  

General Education Block E Requirement 
[Lifelong Understanding and Self-
Development].



CSULAõsgoals for you in 

General Education

·Enhancement of knowledge and skills for 
lifelong self-development.

·Improved written and oral communication 
skills.

·Improved ability to engage in critical thinking 
across disciplines, including natural sciences, 
math, social sciences, and arts and humanities.

·Improved quantitative reasoning skills, with a 
focus on an understanding of statistical 
information related to technology issues.



·Enhanced values and knowledge to enable 
and promote democratic participation in our 
society.

·Understanding of outstanding achievements 
in technology.

·Understanding of and appreciation for the 
diversity of global technology (or lack of it) 
and awareness of social concerns and issues 
from racial and gendered and multicultural 
perspectives.

CSULAõs goals for you in GE



Course Overview
The Universityõs philosophy for this course.  .  . 

it should òequip students for lifelong understanding and 
development of themselves in the context of global and 
multicultural environments and in the context of social     
and cultural institutions.ó 

Specific goals of this course: 

1) given the phenomenal rate of technological change 
in our world, reflection about the lifelong process 
of acquiring new technology knowledge and skills; 

2) encourage analytical thinking֔֔, both supportively and 
critically, about the role technology plays in our 
personal and professional lives. 



Pursuing Course Objectives

These dual objectives will be pursued through two avenues:  

Term Project--Develop a technology acquisition plan & commit to: a) learning
a new technology of your choice, or b)teachingit to someone as a 
community service in conjunction with Cal State L.A.õs Educational Participation 
in Communities Office. During your project, you will be reflecting on the 
knowledge-acquisition process by keeping a project journal. 

Explore current issues in technology through reading, discussing, presenting, 
and writing. Workgroups will used during the class for both discussions and 
activities, as appropriate. 

Upon completion of the course, each student should be able to understand:

Åthe growth of technology;
Åthe interdependence between technology and culture; and
Åhumans shaped technology while technology shaped humankind.



Term Project

Requirement:  Spend at least 20 hours acquiring a new 
technology skill, or 16 if you choose to teach one through 
the CSULA service-learning program. If you choose to 
learn a new technology, the technology you select must 
enhance your personal or professional life in some way and 
be something that you are not already doing in another class. 
It should also be complex enough that you might benefit 
from seeking several methods of learningñe.g. private 
lessons, instructional manuals or videos, classes, magazines, 
etc. The term project will consist of developing a 
technology acquisition proposal and plan, keeping a journal 
of your activities and progress, submitting a final report, 
and giving a presentation. 



Other Assignments

Except for your final project report, all other 
graded work will be performed in class in the 
form of quizzes on the assigned readings and 
individual or group presentations.  The quizzes will 
require that each student demonstrate a grasp of 
material and concepts presented in class, as well as 
thoughtful responses to the issues raised in the 
articles and the class discussions. Since there is a 
need identified by the University to improve 
student writing skills, some of the quizzes will be 
essays (short answer). 



Faculty Information

Ethan B. Lipton, Ph.D.

Office:  Engineering and Technology A135

Office Hours: Mondays 3:30-5:00 p.m.

Wednesdays: 3:30-5:00 p.m. 

Thursdays: 9:30-10:30 a.m.

and by special appointment

Office Phone:  323-343-4468

E-mail:  elipton@exchange.calstatela.edu

Web Page:  www.calstatela.edu/faculty/elipton

mailto:elipton@exchange.calstatela.edu
http://www.calstatela.edu/faculty/elipton


Key Dates

Class Meetings: Mondays, & Wednesdays 1:30-3:10 p.m.

Mon., Sept. 28: No class meeting; faculty furlough day

Tues., October 20: faculty furlough day

Thurs., October 29: faculty furlough day

Wed., November 11: Veteransõ Day; campus closed

Wed., November 25: No class meeting; faculty furlough day

Thurs.-Sat., Nov. 26-28: Thanksgiving holidays; campus closed

Final Examination: Mon., Dec. 7, 1:30-4:00 p.m.


