California State University, Los Angeles

School of Social Work
SW 575: Policy And Services/Applications:

Children, Youth, Women And Families
Winter 2010
I. FACULTY AND COMMUNICATION INFORMATION:

Tues/Thurs 9:50-11:30  SH C136


           Dale Weaver, Ph.D., LCSW

Office Hours: T/TH 11:30 to 1:30



     dweaver@calstatela.edu   


323-343-5008     ST 804                                http://www.calstatela.edu/faculty/dweaver
Per University policy, SW Faculty will be using Cal State LA email addresses to communicate with students.  Therefore, it is important for students to check their NIS e-mail inboxes frequently and read their messages in a timely manner.  For information on forwarding emails from your Cal State LA account to a personal email account, see http://www.calstatela.edu/its/docs/pdf/forwarding_emails.pdf
II. MSW MISSION STATEMENT:  

The MSW Program at California State University, Los Angeles educates students to assume leadership roles in professional practice.  Our advanced urban generalist graduates analyze, intervene, evaluate and advocate with diverse, underserved and oppressed clients and communities. 
Macro Sequence

The sequence of macro courses prepares urban generalist social workers for cross-cultural practice in settings such as communities, social service agencies, and federal and local legislative and executive institutions. The sequence consists of five courses:

Fall 1st year: 

530A - Social Welfare History and Introduction to Macro Practice

Winter 1st year: 
530B – Social Welfare Policy Analysis

Spring 1st year: 
530C - Community Organizing

Fall 2nd year: 

571 – Administration of Social Service Agencies

Winter 2nd year: 
575/6/7 - Advanced Policy and Applications/Concentration

This is the last course of the five-course sequence. It is therefore expected that students bring to this course an understanding of the historical context of social problems and government responses to those problems, an appreciation for the ethical and value context of macro practice, recognition of the ways in which macro theoretical frameworks and practices can serve to either ameliorate or reinforce existing power differences, an ability to define the parameters and crucial dynamics of social problems, the ability to critically analyze social policies, the ability to identify and assess community problems, the ability to critically analyze the strengths and weaknesses of social service agencies, and the macro practice skills to effectively address problems of communities and organizations.

III. COURSE DESCRIPTION:
Critical analysis of social systems, policies and programs designed to provide human services to culturally diverse individuals, families and groups.

This course examines the current state of policies facing children, families, and women and poses questions regarding the effectiveness of social policy for those affected by current family policy. As practitioners, supervisors, administrators, planners, advocates, and policy analysts, social workers need to be aware of the structures that formally and informally shape the context of their practices, particularly as they relate to issues of race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, and gender differences among families with children. Using both rational and non-rational theoretical perspectives, students will develop knowledge of the domains of policies and service which directly affect children, youth, women and families. Using policy analysis techniques, they will develop critical assessment skills to analyze the ways in which various existing social policies shape and influence family functioning in America.  
IV. COURSE OBJECTIVES:
By the end of the course, students will have developed and demonstrated an understanding of:

1.  How to define social problems.

2.  How to critically analyze contemporary policies.

3.  How social policies are implemented and evaluated.

4.  How social policies affect administrative practice.

5.  How social policies affect direct social work practice.

6.  How the scope, provisions, and limitations of the child welfare service delivery system currently serve vulnerable families.

7.  How social policies reflect varying definitions of childhood and parenthood.

8.  How social policies reflect differing allocations of rights and obligations among children, parents and the state.  

9.  The details of some current important chills welfare policies.

V. LEARNING OUTCOMES:
Upon completion of this course, students will demonstrate the ability to:

1.  Define social problems.

2.  Critically analyze contemporary policies.

3.  Describe how social policies are implemented and evaluated.

4.  Describe how social policies affect administrative practice.

5.  Describe how social policies affect direct social work practice.

6.  Describe how the scope, provisions, and limitations of the child welfare service delivery system currently serve vulnerable families.

7.  Describe how social policies reflect varying definitions of childhood and parenthood.

8.  Describe how social policies reflect differing allocations of rights and obligations among children, parents and the state.  

9.  Describe the details of some current important chills welfare policies.

VI. INSTRUCTION & LEARNING METHODS

1. Lecture.
2. Discussion.

3. Small group discussion.

4. Task groups.
5. Role plays
VII. CRITERIA FOR GRADING/GUIDELINES FOR ASSIGNMENTS AND EXAMINATIONS 

There are three assignments. More detailed description of the requirements of each assignment will be distributed separately.

The first assignment, for 25 points, is a data analysis and presentation assignment requiring the student to retrieve from various Web sites raw data and present that data for a specific purpose.

The second assignment, for 25 points, is an oral presentation of a chosen policy. This presentation will take the form of a media presentation or political testimony.

The third assignment, for 50 points, is a written policy brief arguing for the implementation of a specific proposed policy.

Students may work in groups of up to three students on the policy assignments. Each student will receive a separate grade on the oral presentation. Each student in a group will receive the same grade for the written policy brief.

Students are expected to read all of the assigned reading, and relevant selections from the recommended readings. Prompt and consistent attendance in class, participation in class discussion, and full and enthusiastic participation in group assignments are requirements for this course. The instructor reserves the right to increase a student’s grade based on positive attendance and participation.

VIII. GRADING POLICY

University policy expects graduate students to maintain a 3.0 grade point average.   Therefore, in contrast to undergraduate students, graduate students are graded on a two tier grading system, with A’s and B’s qualifying as acceptable grades, and C’s qualifying as unacceptable grades.  At CSULA that process is stretched by the use of a plus and minus grading system that allows awarding grades on a wider continuum.

 “A” indicates superior work that goes beyond the expectations of an assignment or a course and demonstrates innovation, scholarly analysis, organizational clarity in writing and excellent class participation.

“B” indicates that a student has successfully comprehended the scope of an assignment or course, and has performed meritoriously in meeting course requirements, including organizational clarity in writing, and appropriate class participation.

“C” indicates that a student has met basic requirements for a course or assignment with a level of performance that is substandard for graduate level work.


The course will consist of didactic lectures, class discussion of required readings, participation in experiential exercises and case analysis. Lectures by the instructor are designed to highlight and supplement content from the readings.  Case analyses will provide students with opportunities to share some of their field experiences to illustrate applied knowledge of class content, and to provide an integration of theory and practice.  It is expected that confidentiality of information shared in class will be observed always.

IX. ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:

With regard to course papers, academic integrity violations include plagiarism, turning in purchased papers, turning in papers written by someone else. University policy regarding plagiarism is strictly adhered to, and cheating in any form is not tolerated. Plagiarism is the copying of another’s words for your research paper, assignment, or exam without indicating that they are not your own. Plagiarism is a violation of CSULA policy and NASW Code of Ethics and will result in appropriate disciplinary action. For the university policy regarding plagiarism, refer to the CSULA University 2001-2003 Catalogue, Appendix D – Academic Honesty, pages 709-711, or http://www.calstatela.edu/univ/handbook/p47.htm.   
The following examples of plagiarism are intended to be representative, but are not all-inclusive:

· Failing to give credit via proper citations for others’ ideas and concepts, data and information, statements and phrases, and/or interpretations and conclusions.

· Failing to use quotation marks when quoting directly from another, whether it is a paragraph, a sentence, or a part thereof.

· Paraphrasing the expressions of thought by others without appropriate quotation marks or attribution.

· Assembling parts from various works and submitting the synthesis or single paper as one’s own creation.

· Representing another’s artistic/scholarly works, such as musical compositions, computer programs, photographs, paintings, drawings, sculptures, or similar works as one’s own.

Guidelines regarding proper attribution that apply to printed texts, also cover computer programs, disks, and other electronically stored materials. Any student discovered to have cheated on an assignment or exam will receive a grade of zero (0) for that assignment/exam. 

X. STUDENT PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT
The School of Social Work assumes that all students will conduct themselves in accordance with University policies and regulations.  Inappropriate conduct is subject to discipline as provided for in Title 5, California Code of Regulations (see student conduct: rights and responsibilities and student discipline, CUSLA General Catalog). Academic Honesty Policy available at www.calstatela.edu/univ/stuaffrs/Academic_Honesty.htm  This policy defines academic honesty and policies and procedures associated with it.

XI. STATEMENT OF REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION: 

Upon request, the University will consider reasonable accommodation when needed to facilitate the participation of persons with ADA-protected disabilities.  Reasonable accommodations will be considered to permit individuals with protected disabilities to (a) complete the admissions/ employment process, (b) perform essential job functions, (c) participate in instruction, programs, services or activities, and (d) enjoy other benefits and privileges of similarly-situated individuals without disabilities. http://www.calstatela.edu/univ/handbook/p55.htm
Questions, concerns, complaints and requests for reasonable accommodation or additional information may be forwarded to the Office of Affirmative Action, the campus office assigned responsibility for compliance with the ADA.  The Office for Affirmative Action is located in Administration 604C, and is open Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., (323) 343-3040 or (TTD): (323) 343-3270.  

XII. TEXT AND READINGS:  
Required Text:
Jenson, J.M. & Fraser, M.W. (2006). Social Policy for Children and Families: A Risk and Resilience Perspective. Sage Publications.

Other Texts:  

Downs, S.W., Moore, E., & McFadden, E.J. (2009). Child Welfare and Family Services: Policies and Practice. 8th Ed. Pearson.

Pecora, P.J., Whittaker, J.K., Maluccio, A.N. & Barth, R.P. (2000). The Child Welfare Challenge: Policy, Practice and Research. 2nd Ed. Aldine de Gruyter.

Jansson, B.S. (2008). Becoming An Effective Policy Advocate: From Policy Practice to Social Justice. 5th Edition. Thomson Brooks/Cole.

Kingdon, J.W. (2003). Agendas, Alternatives, and Public Policies. 2nd Ed. Longman.

Jimenz, J. (2010). Social Policy and Social Change: Toward the Creation of Social and Economic Justice. Sage.
XIII. COURSE OUTLINE AND ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE

Section I
Policy Analysis

Week 1, 1-5 & 1-7

Introduction to Children, Youth, Women and Family Policy

Overview of Course Requirements

Required: Jenson & Fraser, Ch. 1, Ch. 9
Defining Social Problems
Required: Jansson, Ch. 7
Recommended: Kingdon, Ch. 5
Week 2, 1-12 & 1-14

Theoretical Approaches

Resource Dependence
Agenda-Setting
Required: Jansson, Ch. 6, Ch. 10
Recommended: Kingdon, Ch. 1, Ch. 4, Chs. 6-8
Week 3, 1-19 & 1-21

Implementation and Evaluation of Policies

Required: Jansson, Ch. 14
1-19 is a faculty furlough day for this course. Class will not meet on that day, and the professor will not be available. Faculty are not allowed to work on furlough days. This furlough day is a concrete example of how massive state budget cuts have consequences for you as students and for me as a faculty member. If you would like to learn more, or take action, I recommend you contact the California Faculty Association Member on campus. 

Section II
Child Welfare

Week 4, 1-26 & 1-28

The Evolving American Family
Required: Downs et al., Ch. 1

Week 5, 2-2 & 2-4

Rights and Responsibilities: Children, Families and the State
Required: Downs et al., Ch. 5

Recommended: Archard, David William. (2003). Children, Family and the State. Burlington, VT: Ashland Publishing Company.

Week 6, 2-9 & 2-11

Service Delivery Systems
Required: Downs et al., Ch. 4
Recommended: Pecora et al., Ch. 1, Ch. 2, Ch. 3
Section III
Specific Policies
Week 7, 2-16 & 2-18

Poverty

Required: Downs et al. Ch. 2

Recommended: Pecora et al., Ch. 4

Week 8. 2-23 & 2-25

Child Protection 

Required: Jenson & Fraser, Ch. 2

Recommended: Pecora et al., Ch. 5
Week 9, 3-2 & 3-4

Education and Mental Health
Required: Jenson & Fraser, Ch. 3, Ch. 4
3-4 is a faculty furlough day for this course. Class will not meet on that day, and the professor will not be available. Faculty are not allowed to work on furlough days. This furlough day is a concrete example of how massive state budget cuts have consequences for you as students and for me as a faculty member. If you would like to learn more, or take action, I recommend you contact the California Faculty Association Member on campus. 

Week 10, 2-9 & 2-11

Juvenile Justice
Required: Jenson & Fraser, Ch. 8
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WEB SITES

Gateway sites

http://cosw.sc.edu/swan/

http://www.nyu.edu/socialwork/ip

http://www.firstgov.gov/ - U.S. Government 

http://www.childwelfare.com/

http://www.childpolicyintl.org/ - Clearinghouse on International Developments in Child, 

Youth and Family Policies

http://www.financeprojectinfo.org/win/ - Welfare Information Network

Government sites


Federal

http://www.house.gov/ - U.S. House of Representatives

http://www.senate.gov/ - U.S. Senate

http://www.dhhs.gov/- U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

http://www.acf.dhhs.gov/ - U.S. DHHS Administration for Children and Families

http://cbexpress.acf.hhs.gov/ - U.S. DHHS ACF Children’s Bureau Express 

http://www.samhsa.gov/ - U.S. DHHS Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 

Administration

http://www.mentalhealth.org/ - U.S. DHHS SAMHSA National Mental Health

 Information Center

http://www.cdc.gov/ - U.S. DHHS Center for Disease Control and Prevention

http://www.census.gov/ - U.S. Census Bureau

http://www.ssa.gov/ - U.S. Social Security Administration

http://www.fedstats.gov – Federal Statistics

http://www.thomas.loc.gov – Federal legislation

State

http://www.csg.org - The Council of State Governments

http://www.statepolicy.org - Influencing State Policy

Research institutes

http://www.ssc.wisc.edu/irp/ - Institute for Research on Poverty 

http://cssr.berkeley.edu/ - Center for Social Services Research

http://ca.rand.org/ - RAND California

http://www.ndacan.cornell.edu/ - National Data Archives on Child Abuse and Neglect 

http://www.urban.org/ - Urban Institute

http://www.ppic.org - Public Policy Institute of California

http://www.researchform.org - The Research Forum at the National Center for Children 

in Poverty

Non-government organizations 

http://www.cwla.org/ - Child Welfare League of America 

http://www.childrensdefense.org/ - Children’s Defense Fund 

http://www.vote-smart.org/ - Project Vote Smart

http://www.clasp.org/ - Center for Law and Social Policy

http://www.cbpp.org/ - Center on Budget and Policy Priorities

http://www.apha.org/ - American Public Health Association

http://www.iwpr.org/ - Institute for Women’s Policy Research

http://www.seniors.org - Congress of California Seniors

http://www.cato.org - Cato Institute

http://www.aarp.org - American Association of Retired Persons

http://www.naacpldf.org - NAACP Defense and Educational Fund

http://www.movingideas.org - The Electronic Policy Network

http://www.handsnet.org - Handsnet

http://www.publicagenda.org - Public Agenda

http://www.sphereinstitute.org - Sphere Institute
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POLICY ANALYSIS FRAMEWORK
I. Introduction. State the existing or proposed policy to be analyzed, its importance, and why you have chosen it.

II. Define the social problem addressed by the policy.

A. What is the scope of the problem? 

B. What are the causes of the problem?

C. What are the underlying values expressed in this understanding of the problem?

D. How does the problem affect different segments of the population?

E. What is the state of knowledge regarding the problem? Is it sufficient?

F. What is the history of the problem, and of previous policy interventions?

III. Describe the policy.

A. What are the objectives of the policy? The intended effects of the policy?

B. Are there covert objectives? 

C. What unintended effects might be anticipated?

D. What causal and value assumptions regarding the problem underlie the policy?

E. What resources or rights are allocated or changed by the policy? Who gains? Who loses?

F. What is the scope of the policy intervention, i.e., how much of the problem is addressed by the policy?

G. How does the policy affect different segments of the population?

H. What groups other than the target group may be affected positively or negatively by the policy?

I. What effects might there be for social workers and other professionals?

IV. Describe the funding of the policy.

A. What is the amount and source of funding?

B. What is the adequacy of the funding, given the extent of the problem and the objectives of the policy?

V. Describe the administrative auspices of the policy.

A. At what level of government level was the policy proposed? Enacted?

B. Under what auspices will the policy be implemented?

C. Does the policy include a change of government level or auspices?

VI. Analyze the political and economic forces that affected (affects, will affect) the development of the policy.

A. Who is in favor of the policy?

B. Who is opposed to the policy?

VII. Analyze the approval process.

A. What has the history been?

B. Why now?

C. What other problems has/can this policy be associated with?

VIII. Describe the implementation and evaluation of the policy.

A. Who will implement the policy?

B. Who will monitor the implementation of the policy?

C. To what degree is the implementation specified by the policy?

D. What is your assessment of the possibility of successful implementation of the policy?

E. How will the policy be evaluated?

F. Who will evaluate the policy?

G. What is your assessment of the quality of the policy evaluation?

IX. Describe the policy advocacy skills that were (will be) called upon to develop and implement the policy.

A. Which are the most important skills for this policy situation?

B. What consequences might there be from an inadequate application of skills?

X. Conclusion. 

A. What is the overall desirability of the policy?

B. To what extent does the policy reflect the social work imperatives of increasing social justice and addressing the needs of oppressed populations?

C. What are the essential contributing factors to the desirability, or lack thereof, of the policy?
D. How could the policy be improved? 
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