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SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK
The mission of the School of Social Work at CSULA is to prepare urban generalist social workers at the entry and advanced levels for cross-cultural practice in culturally and economically diverse urban communities. The advanced urban generalist is a practitioner who understands the context of urban and inner city social work practice and the complex social issues that impact individuals, families, groups, and communities. With this understanding, the advanced urban generalist, skilled in cross-cultural practice, engages in strength-based social work practice within the array of target systems across the micro, mezzo, and macro levels.  

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course is a transition from the classroom to the independent study of the Thesis. Material presented in SW540 will be re-visited in greater depth and in a more hands-on manner, and additional advanced material will be presented in the context of the pending Thesis research. Course products will lead directly to the carrying out of the Master’s Thesis. In addition, the course will address issues of quantitative and qualitative data analysis. It is expected that at the end of this course, MSW students will be prepared to successfully carry out the independent research of the Master’s Thesis.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

1.
To provide a methodological foundation in research problem formulation and research designing skills for a successful completion of the student’s Master’s Thesis with culturally diverse, underrepresented populations including racial/ethnic minorities, women, people with disabilities, older adults, economically disadvantaged populations, and people with different sexual orientations;

2. 
To assist students to achieve integration of classroom learning with direct experience of conducting an independent research project;

3. 
To provide an understanding of the ethical principles involved in the protection of the rights of human subjects;

4. 
To provide the ability to develop reliable, valid and culturally appropriate quantitative and qualitative instruments;

5. 
To teach the skills necessary for quantitative and qualitative data collection;

6. 
To teach students to develop scientifically appropriate research samples, while paying attention to issues of social justice and the needs of oppressed populations as they may be affected by the research process;

7. 
To provide advanced knowledge of data analysis using the latest version of SPSS for Windows;

8. 
To develop increased competency in applying a variety of statistical tools to students’ research problem for a sample description and hypothesis test; and

9. 
To develop competency in applying a variety of methods of qualitative data analysis and reporting.

COURSE OUTCOMES AND EXPECTATIONS

Upon completion of this course, it is expected that students will accomplish the following objectives:

1.
To write a methodologically solid research proposal that is acceptable for a CSULA Master’s Thesis; 

2.
To submit applications for permission from the CSULA Institutional Review Board for the Master’s Thesis research;

3.
To produce valid, reliable, and culturally appropriate research instruments;

4.
To specify a scientifically appropriate socially just research sample; and

5.
To write Chapter 1 and Chapter 2 of the Master’s Thesis.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Students will meet in class once a week with the thesis advisor. Classes include: 1) didactic lectures on social work research methods that are particularly relevant for a successful completion of Master’s Theses; 2) class discussions on issues raised by each student in the process of conducting a research project for his/her Thesis; and 3) laboratory sessions on library research, IRB applications, and quantitative and qualitative data analysis. Students are highly encouraged to share their research experiences as their research projects move forward.

RECOMMENDED  TEXTS 

Rubin, A. & E. Babbie. (2005). Research Methods For Social Work. 5th Edition. Belmont, CA: Brooks/Cole, Thomson Learning.

Creswell, J. W. (2003). Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed Methods Approaches. 2nd Edition. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.

Szuchman, L.T. & B. Thomlison (2004). Writing with Style: APA Style for Social Work. 2nd Edition. Belmont, CA: Brooks/Cole, Thomson Learning.

CSULA Office of Graduate Studies and Research. (1993). Guide to Preparation of Master’s Thesis and Project Reports. This can be purchased in the Campus Book Store. It is available online at http://www.calstatela.edu/library/guides/thesbk.htm
Berg, B. (2001). Qualitative Research Methods for the Social Sciences (4th Edition).

Needham Heights, MA: Allyn and Bacon.

Foster, J.J. (2001). Data Analysis Using SPSS for Windows: A Beginner’s Guide (New Edition: Versions 8-10).

PLAGIARISM

The University policy regarding plagiarism is strictly adhered to. For the policy regarding policy plagiarism, refer to the CSULA University 2001-2003 Catalogue, Appendix D – Academic honesty, pp. 709-711, or http://www.calstatela.edu/univ/handbook/p47.htm.

STATEMENT OF REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION  

Upon request, the University will consider reasonable accommodation when needed to facilitate the participation of persons with ADA-protected disabilities. Reasonable accommodations will be considered to permit individuals with protected disabilities to (a) complete the  admission/ employment process, (b) perform essential job functions, (c) participate in instruction, programs, services or activities, and (d) enjoy other benefits and privileges of similarly-situated individuals without disabilities. http://www.calstatela.edu/univ/handbook/p55.htm
Questions, concerns, complaints and requests for reasonable accommodation or additional information may be forwarded to the Office for Affirmative Action, the campus office assigned responsibility for compliance with the ADA. The Office for Affirmative Action is located in Administration 604C, and open Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., (323) 343-3040 or (TDD): (323) 343-3270.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS
At the end of the quarter, students will have completed and had approved a thesis proposal and Chapters 1 & 2 of the thesis. In addition, students will have submitted an advisor-approved IRB application to the ORSP.
Prompt and consistent attendance in class is a requirement for this course, as lectures and class

discussions are an essential part of the learning process.
COURSE EVALUATION
SW550 is a graded course. However, since all assignments will become part of the final Thesis, assignments will be returned to the students repeatedly for more work until the completed product represents each student’s best possible effort. Therefore, it is expected that grades will be high for this course. Completion of all assignments during the quarter is essential. Grades of B- or lower will be given to students who do not complete assignments.
COURSE SCHEDULE 
Week 1 – 9-23, 9-28 & 9-30
Topic: Overview of SW550 and of Thesis process 

Week 2 – 10-5 & 10-7
Topic: Choosing a topic

Choosing a design – qualitative or quantitative

Read:  Rubin & Babbie, Ch. 4.

           Creswell, Ch 1.


Szuchman & Thomlison, Chs. 1 & 3.

Week 3 – 10-12 & 10-14
Topic:  Working with secondary data

Complete choosing a topic

Complete choosing a design

Read:
Creswell, Chs. 2 & 3.

Szuchman & Thomlison, Chs. 4 & 5.

Due 10-14:  Brief statement of research question

Week 4 – 10-19 & 10-21
Topic:  Measurement; construction of instruments

Read:   Rubin & Babbie, Chs. 5, 6, & 7.
Due 10-19:     One-page proposal overview
Week 5 – 10-26 & 10-28
Topic:  Library research 

10-26: Meet in Library North, B526

Read:   Creswell, Chs. 4 & 5.

Week 6 – 11-2 & 11-4
Topic: Sampling

Read:   Rubin & Babbie, Ch. 8.


Creswell, Chs. 6 & 7.

Week 7 – 11-9 & 11-11
Topic: Research ethics

Read:   Rubin & Babbie, Ch. 3.

Szuchman & Thomlison, Ch. 2.

Due 11-9:   Thesis proposal

Week 8 – 11-16 & 11-18
Topic: Completing the IRB application

Due 11-18:    IRB application


Agency/faculty permission

Week 9 – 11-23
Topic:
Discussion of proposals and barriers

Read:
Creswell, Chs. 8 & 9 or 10.

Due 11-23: Chapter 1

Week 10 – 11-30 & 12-2
Class:
Individual consultations

Due 12-2:   Chapter 2

GUIDELINES FOR ASSIGNMENTS 
Brief statement of topic:
Informal description of where you are in the process of choosing a project and topic.  
Proposal abstract:
1 page. An abstract of your Thesis proposal, containing a sentence or two on each topic in the proposal outline, plus information about the larger research project, i.e., faculty and/or other student involvement. In particular, there must be a clear research question.

Research proposal:
I. Formulating the Research Problem:

Importance of the problem: Why is the proposed study important? How will this study add to existing knowledge or improve practice? 
Briefly, discuss what is known and not known about the topic.  

Purpose statement: Clearly state the specific purposes of the study, the research questions to be addressed, the problems to be examined, and/or the hypotheses to be tested.

Theory: Describe the theory underlying the expected relationships among variables.

Expected outcomes: What results do you anticipate from the study?

II. Research Design and Sampling Plan:

Research design: Describe the research design. Justify this choice of a design. Indicate the limitations of the design.

Sampling plan: Describe the sampling plan and justify its appropriateness. Describe how you will gain access to your sample, how you will select study participants, and your projected sample size.

III. Data Collection and Analysis:

Instrument: Describe how the data will be collected. What instrument will be used? What information do you have about the validity and reliability of the instrument? Attach a copy of the questionnaire or survey guide. 

Data analysis: Describe the qualitative or statistical procedures you will use to analyze the data. Indicate any statistical tests you will use, and why these tests are appropriate.

IV. Barriers to Implementation:

What problems and barriers to you anticipate in carrying out the proposed research, and how do you plan to overcome these barriers? 

IRB Application
All students who are conducting independent research which involves the use of humans must complete a Request for Review of Project Involving Human Subjects form or Waiver of Review of A Project Involving No Human Subjects. Forms will be available at the informational meeting or can be obtained from the Office of Research and Sponsored Programs, http://www.calstatela.edu/academic/orsp/ or in person at Room 301 Administration Building. 

Chapter 1

This is an introductory chapter, giving an overview of the topic and the thesis. Chapter 1 tells us why this topic is important, and why your study is important. 
Chapter 2

Chapter 2 tells us what is currently known about the topic. This requires a thorough review of the empirical and theoretical literature on the topic, including what is not known about the topic, thus setting the stage for your research project.
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