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I. FACULTY AND COMMUNICATION INFORMATION
Fall 2010





           Dale Weaver, Ph.D., LCSW

Office Hours: T/TH 8:30-9:30, 3:30-4:30 


dweaver@calstatela.edu   


323-343-5008     ST 804                                http://www.calstatela.edu/faculty/dweaver
Per University policy, SW Faculty will be using Cal State LA email addresses to communicate with students.  Therefore, it is important for students to check their NIS e-mail inboxes frequently and read their messages in a timely manner.  For information on forwarding emails from your Cal State LA account to a personal email account, see http://www.calstatela.edu/its/docs/pdf/forwarding_emails.pdf
II. MSW MISSION STATEMENT
The MSW Program at California State University, Los Angeles educates students to assume leadership roles in professional practice.  Our advanced urban generalist graduates analyze, intervene, evaluate and advocate with diverse, underserved and oppressed clients and communities. 
Macro Sequence
The sequence of macro courses prepares urban generalist social workers for cross-cultural practice in settings such as communities, social service agencies, and federal and local legislative and executive institutions. The sequence consists of five courses:

Fall 1st year: 

530A - Social Work History and Introduction to Macro Practice

Winter 1st year: 
530B - Policy Analysis

Spring 1st year: 
520C - Community Organizing

Fall 2nd year: 

571 – Administration of Social Service Agencies
Winter 2nd year: 
561 or 562: Advanced Policy Applications/Concentration

This is the first course of the five-course sequence. 

III. COURSE DESCRIPTION
Social welfare policy; examination of history, philosophy, ethics, function and structure of the social welfare institutions and the social work profession within sociopolitical, economic and cultural systems.

This is a foundation course in macro practice. This course covers the historical foundation of the profession of social work from Poor Law through Social Security. This course also provides students with an analytical approach to problem solving. The tendency of history to repeat itself has provided substantive knowledge regarding the United States’ response to income maintenance, health, mental health, aging, child welfare and the many other problems that threaten social well-being.
Students will comprehend the relationship of social policy to social problems such as health, mental health, aging, and access to social services. Students will develop an understanding of the promotion of social justice in policy and practice. Essential to this charge is a substantive understanding of diversity, and intercultural practice principles that ensure ethnic, gender, class and cultural sensitivity in the design and implementation of macro systems problem solving efforts.   

Finally, students will learn to approach macro practice as advanced urban generalists with an understanding of the complexities of social policies, and the critical role they play in determining who benefits and who loses in the distribution of resources. 

IV. COURSE OBJECTIVES
1. To provide a substantive historical perspective to students seeking to become professional social workers with the MSW to enable them to recognize and place in context the genesis of major constructs such as poverty, institutional racism, social justice issues, and other major constructs. 
2. To prepare students to critically assess the scope and significance of social welfare policies in meeting human needs, focusing in particular on the experiences of the primary populations that social workers serve: ethnic minorities, women, the poor, as well as other "outgroups".
3. To discuss the scope of social work, including work with individuals, families, communities, groups, governments, the promotion of social justice, gender equity, recognition of cultural minorities, minorities of color, the role of the reluctant development of a welfare state in the United States and, the net effects of corporate constraints on social provisions and competition with public social services.
4. To introduce the salient aspects of the practice of social work, its historical viability and its contribution to social justice.

V. LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon completion of this course, students will demonstrate the ability to:

1. Be able to articulate an advanced urban generalist social policy framework.

2. Have substantial knowledge of social work history linked to perennial problems of    institutional racism, income maintenance, income transfers, social Darwinist theories of non-white incompetence to ethnic minorities and persons who are different by virtue of skin color, sexual orientation, disability, and gender.  
3. To understand the relationship between the historical development of social policies to present day socio-political issues, such as welfare reform, public education, faith-based initiatives, social security, and immigration.

4. Have a clear understanding of the relationship of social policy formulation and its implications for social work practice. 

5. Acknowledge the significance of values in the evolution and formulation of social policies and their application in professional social work practice.

6. Clarify personal values as they relate to major social policy issues and their application in professional social work practice.

7. Appraise the historical development of the social work profession, including its roots in religious beliefs.

VI. INSTRUCTION & LEARNING METHODS
1. Lecture.
2. Discussion.

3. Small group discussion.

4. Task groups.

VII. CRITERIA FOR GRADING/GUIDELINES FOR ASSIGNMENTS AND EXAMINATIONS

5%. Class attendance is required. Students are expected to read all of the assigned reading, and relevant selections from the recommended readings. Prompt and consistent attendance in class, participation in class discussion, and full and enthusiastic participation in group assignments are requirements for this course. Students are expected to contribute to class discussions by asking insightful questions, commenting on readings, or sharing professional experiences that relate to class material.
20%. In class exercises. There will be 4 or 5 small group in-class exercises. A brief summary of conclusions from each group will be submitted upon conclusion of the exercise.
25%. In class essay midterm. Blue Book. In class on Thursday, 10-21. Write about one of the dilemmas or perspectives that were discussed in the first two lectures of the course. 
The purpose of this test is to demonstrate clear, thorough and analytical thinking. State the dilemma/paradox. Give all of the important arguments for both sides. Give facts to support these arguments. State which side you believe is correct and why.

25%. First paper. This can be revised and will be turned in again with the second paper and will receive a new grade at that time. No more than 6 pages long. Due during class, Thurs. 11-4.
25%. Second paper. No more than 12 pages long, which includes the revised first paper. Due by noon, Tues. 12-7.
This assignment is one paper, divided into two parts.  Choose a major social problem that has confronted the United States during its history.  
First paper.

Discuss the nature of social policies (or the lack thereof) that Americans had developed with respect to your social problem by 1960, focusing upon federal policies.  What kinds of hardships or problems did persons or populations with this social problem encounter because of the nature of policy enactments by 1960?  Were the members of certain "outgroups" particularly likely to find it difficult to find assistance with the social problem you have selected?
Second paper
Along with your revisions from the midterm paper, discuss the nature of policy enactments that occurred from the 1960s to today with respect to the social problem you have selected.  Place these enactments in the context of background political, cultural, and other developments during the specific eras within this time period (if no major enactments occurred, try to account for this omission).
Discuss whether you think significant progress has been made in addressing the problem or whether you think American society is still remiss in addressing the needs of populations with the problem and state the kinds of policies you would favor.

VIII. GRADING POLICY

University policy expects graduate students to maintain a 3.0 grade point average.   Therefore, in contrast to undergraduate students, graduate students are graded on a two tier grading system, with A’s and B’s qualifying as acceptable grades, and C’s qualifying as unacceptable grades.  At CSULA that process is stretched by the use of a plus and minus grading system that allows awarding grades on a wider continuum.

 “A” indicates superior work that goes beyond the expectations of an assignment or a course and demonstrates innovation, scholarly analysis, organizational clarity in writing and excellent class participation.

“B” indicates that a student has successfully comprehended the scope of an assignment or course, and has performed meritoriously in meeting course requirements, including organizational clarity in writing, and appropriate class participation.

“C” indicates that a student has met basic requirements for a course or assignment with a level of performance that is substandard for graduate level work.


IX. ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

With regard to course papers, academic integrity violations include plagiarism, turning in purchased papers, turning in papers written by someone else. University policy regarding plagiarism is strictly adhered to, and cheating in any form is not tolerated. Plagiarism is the copying of another’s words for your research paper, assignment, or exam without indicating that they are not your own. Plagiarism is a violation of CSULA policy and NASW Code of Ethics and will result in appropriate disciplinary action. For the university policy regarding plagiarism, refer to the CSULA University 2001-2003 Catalogue, Appendix D – Academic Honesty, pages 709-711, or http://www.calstatela.edu/univ/handbook/p47.htm.   
The following examples of plagiarism are intended to be representative, but are not all-inclusive:

· Failing to give credit via proper citations for others’ ideas and concepts, data and information, statements and phrases, and/or interpretations and conclusions.

· Failing to use quotation marks when quoting directly from another, whether it is a paragraph, a sentence, or a part thereof.

· Paraphrasing the expressions of thought by others without appropriate quotation marks or attribution.

· Assembling parts from various works and submitting the synthesis or single paper as one’s own creation.

· Representing another’s artistic/scholarly works, such as musical compositions, computer programs, photographs, paintings, drawings, sculptures, or similar works as one’s own.

Guidelines regarding proper attribution that apply to printed texts also cover computer programs, disks, and other electronically stored materials. Any student discovered to have cheated on an assignment or exam will receive a grade of zero (0) for that assignment/exam. 

X. STUDENT PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT
The School of Social Work assumes that all students will conduct themselves in accordance with University policies and regulations.  Inappropriate conduct is subject to discipline as provided for in Title 5, California Code of Regulations (see student conduct: rights and responsibilities and student discipline, CUSLA General Catalog). Academic Honesty Policy available at www.calstatela.edu/univ/stuaffrs/Academic_Honesty.htm  This policy defines academic honesty and policies and procedures associated with it.

XI. STATEMENT OF REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION
Upon request, the University will consider reasonable accommodation when needed to facilitate the participation of persons with ADA-protected disabilities.  Reasonable accommodations will be considered to permit individuals with protected disabilities to (a) complete the admissions/ employment process, (b) perform essential job functions, (c) participate in instruction, programs, services or activities, and (d) enjoy other benefits and privileges of similarly-situated individuals without disabilities.http://www.calstatela.edu/univ/handbook/p55.htm
Questions, concerns, complaints and requests for reasonable accommodation or additional information may be forwarded to the Office of Affirmative Action, the campus office assigned responsibility for compliance with the ADA.  The Office for Affirmative Action is located in Administration 604C, and is open Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., (323) 343-3040 or (TTD): (323) 343-3270.  

XII. TEXT AND READINGS 
Required Text and Readings:
Day, P.J. (2009). A New History of Social Welfare. 6th Ed. Allyn & Bacon.

Recommended Text and Readings:  

Karger, H.J., Midgley, J., Kindle, P. A., Brown, C. B. (2007). Controversial Issues In Social Policy. 3rd Ed. Allyn & Bacon.

XIII. COURSE OUTLINE AND ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE

Week 1   – 9/23, 9/28 & 9/30
On 9/30 we will meet in the basement of the library

Overview of course

Values in social work

The institution of social work
Lecture 1 - Values

Lecture 2 – Social Welfare

Required:

Day, Ch. 1 & Ch. 2
Recommended:

Piven, Frances Fox & Cloward, Richard A. (1971). Regulating the Poor. NY: Random House.

Schiele, J. H. (2000). Human Services and the Afrocentric Paradigm. NY: Haworth 
Press.

Week 2 – 10/5 & 10/7
Colonial period

Lecture 3 – English Poor Law

Lecture 4 – Colonial Period

Required:

Day, Ch. 4, pp. 110-121, 6th Ed; 109-120, 5th Ed.
Day, Ch. 5, pp. 146-159, 6th Ed; 144-157, 5th Ed.
Recommended:

Day, Ch. 5, pp. 126-146, 6th Ed; 125-143, 5th Ed.
Weaver, D. (2007). The Boundaries of Child Welfare, Ch. 1 in Cohen, N.A., Tran, T.V., & Rhee, S.Y. (Eds.). Multicultural Approaches in Caring for Children, Youth and Their Families. Boston, MA: Allyn and Bacon.

Week 3 – 10/12 & 10/14
Revolution to the Civil War

Lecture 5 – Revolution to the Civil War

Required:

Day, Ch. 6
Week 4 – 10/19 & 10/21
Reconstruction

The Gilded Age – Civil War to the Progressive Era

Lecture 6 – The Gilded Age

Required:

Day, Ch. 7, pp. 206-211, 224-239, 6th Ed; 205-211, 225-239, 5th Ed.
Recommended:

Day, Ch. 7, pp. 210-224, 6th Ed. 211 -224, 5th Ed. 

Skocpol, Theda. (1992). Protecting Soldiers and Mothers: The Political Origins of Social Policy in the United States. 

10/21. In class midterm
Week 5 – 10/26 & 10/28
The Progressive Era

Lecture 7 – The Progressive Era

Required:

Day, Ch. 8, pp. 258-277, 6th Ed.; 259-278, 5th Ed;
Recommended:

Day, Ch. 8, pp.245-258, 6th Ed; 245-259, 5th Ed.
Week 6 – 11/2 & 11/4
The Great Depression

Lecture 8 – The Great Depression

Required:

Day, Ch. 9
11/4. First paper due
Week 7 – 11/9 & 11/11
1950s – 1960s

Lecture 9 – The 1950s, After the War

Required:

Day, Ch. 10, pp. 321-333, 

Week 8 – 11/16 & 11/18
1970s

Lecture 10 – The Great Society

Required:

Day, Ch. 10, pp. 334-353 

Day, Ch. 11, pp. 359-371, 6th Ed; 360-373, 5th Ed.
Recommended:

Day, Ch. 11, pp. 371-382; 373-385, 5th Ed.
Week 9 – 11/23
The Reagan Revolution

Lecture 11 – The Reagan Revolution

Required:

Day, Ch. 12

Week 10 – 11/30 & 12/2
Reagan Revolution Continues
Required:

Day, 13 & 14
Finals Week
Final papers due by noon on Tuesday, 12-7
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