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I. FACULTY AND COMMUNICATION INFORMATION

Tues/Thurs 4:20-6:00, SHC368
Dale Weaver, SH 804, Tues/Thurs 11:00-12:00; 3:15-4:14 
323 343 5008 dweaver@calstatela.edu  

http://www.calstatela.edu/faculty/dweaver

Per University policy, SW Faculty will be using Cal State LA email addresses to communicate with students.  Therefore, it is important for students to check their NIS e-mail inboxes frequently and read their messages in a timely manner.  For information on forwarding emails from your Cal State LA account to a personal email account, see http://www.calstatela.edu/its/docs/pdf/forwarding_emails.pdf
II. BASW MISSION STATEMENT
The BASW Program in the School of Social Work at California State University, Los Angeles prepares students for beginning strengths-based generalist practice in socially, culturally and economically diverse urban communities.  Our BASW graduates are educated to promote social and economic justice and facilitate change and growth at all levels of professional practice.
III. COURSE DESCRIPTION
Understanding the research process is an essential element of effective social work practice. This course is designed to develop an awareness and working knowledge of quantitative and qualitative research methods for scientific knowledge building. Knowledge of social work research methods will enable students to conceptualize and investigate social issues and problems confronting the poor, vulnerable, and oppressed in the community in order to promote social change and social justice. 

IV. COURSE OBJECTIVES
Upon completion of this course, students will:

1.
Be familiar with basic concepts and languages of social research methodologies;

2.
Be able to differentiate the three basic forms of social work research - exploratory, descriptive, and explanatory studies;

3.
Understand the processes of scientific research, including problem formulation, hypothesis development, sampling, questionnaire development, data collection, data analysis, and the interpretation of findings;

4.
Have knowledge of various types of research designs, including survey, pre-experimental, quasi-experimental, experimental, case studies, single-subject, evaluative, and observational designs;

5.
Have knowledge and understanding of sampling procedures and their appropriate application to a variety of research designs;

6.
Be able to write a research proposal that reflects knowledge of social and behavioral science theory and its linkage to a research issue, and which incorporates a research design which is both feasible and appropriate to the study;

7.
Be able to critically read and analyze social research materials;

8.
Be able to participate in research for the systematic evaluation of the social work student’s own practice.

V. LEARNING OUTCOMES
VI. INSTRUCTION & LEARNING METHODS

VII. CRITERIA FOR GRADING/GUIDELINES FOR ASSIGNMENTS AND EXAMINATIONS

Course Requirements
There will be a midterm and a final, each worth 20 points. The midterm will be given during class on 2-8. The final will be given on 3-15, during the scheduled final exam time.

There are two written assignments, each four double-spaced pages, each counting 20 points. The first paper is due at the beginning of class, 2-1. The second paper is due on     3-15, at the time of the final.
There will be five in-class group assignments, each counting four points, for a total of 20 points.

Prompt and consistent attendance in class is a requirement for this course, as lectures and class discussions are an essential part of the learning process. At the discretion of the instructor, the course grade may be increased one step based on demonstrated engagement with the material. Evidence of engagement includes, but is not limited to, attendance, contribution to class discussions, attendance at optional review sessions, going to office hours for individual assistance, and turning in early drafts of written assignments.

Written Assignments
Each assignment should be four double-spaced typed pages. Taken together, these two assignments constitute a research proposal


Assignment 1 - Due at the beginning of class, 2-1
1.
State your research topic.

2.
Describe your reasons for choosing this topic.

3.
Justify the importance of the topic.

4.
State your research question. 

5.
State your study hypothesis, and the underlying theory (if any).
6.
Briefly describe what is known about the research question.
7.
Describe how you will protect the rights of your subjects.

Use at least four peer-reviewed journal articles, properly cited in APA format.

Assignment 2 - Due at the time of the final, 3-15
1
Re-state your research question or hypothesis.

2.
Describe the design of your research project. Justify your choice.

3.
Describe how you will obtain your sample. Justify your choice.
4.
State your major dependent and independent variables and describe how you will measure them.

5.
Present sample questions.

6.
Discuss your data analysis methods. For quantitative studies, describe the statistics you will use.
VIII. GRADING POLICY
A grade of C- is a failing grade in all General Education Basic Subject courses because a minimum C grade is required in all of these courses.  A C- is also a failing grade if a student takes a course CR/NC or A, B, C, NC.  In addition, a grade of C- is a failing grade in all courses in majors that require a minimum C grade.  Undergraduate students are expected to maintain a C (2.0) average in all courses attempted at Cal State L.A. and any other college or university attended and to make satisfactory progress toward their academic objectives.
IX. ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

With regard to course papers, academic integrity violations include plagiarism, turning in purchased papers, turning in papers written by someone else. University policy regarding plagiarism is strictly adhered to, and cheating in any form is not tolerated. Plagiarism is the copying of another’s words for your research paper, assignment, or exam without indicating that they are not your own. Plagiarism is a violation of CSULA policy and NASW Code of Ethics and will result in appropriate disciplinary action. For the university policy regarding plagiarism, refer to the CSULA University 2001-2003 Catalogue, Appendix D – Academic Honesty, pages 709-711, or http://www.calstatela.edu/univ/handbook/p47.htm.   
The following examples of plagiarism are intended to be representative, but are not all-inclusive:

· Failing to give credit via proper citations for others’ ideas and concepts, data and information, statements and phrases, and/or interpretations and conclusions.

· Failing to use quotation marks when quoting directly from another, whether it is a paragraph, a sentence, or a part thereof.

· Paraphrasing the expressions of thought by others without appropriate quotation marks or attribution.

· Assembling parts from various works and submitting the synthesis or single paper as one’s own creation.

· Representing another’s artistic/scholarly works, such as musical compositions, computer programs, photographs, paintings, drawings, sculptures, or similar works as one’s own.

Guidelines regarding proper attribution that apply to printed texts, also cover computer programs, disks, and other electronically stored materials. Any student discovered to have cheated on an assignment or exam will receive a grade of zero (0) for that assignment/exam. 

X. STUDENT PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT
The School of Social Work assumes that all students will conduct themselves in accordance with University policies and regulations.  Inappropriate conduct is subject to discipline as provided for in Title 5, California Code of Regulations (see student conduct: rights and responsibilities and student discipline, CUSLA General Catalog). Academic Honesty Policy available at www.calstatela.edu/univ/stuaffrs/Academic_Honesty.htm.  This policy defines academic honesty and policies and procedures associated with it.

XI. STATEMENT OF REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION: 

Upon request, the University will consider reasonable accommodation when needed to facilitate the participation of persons with ADA-protected disabilities.  Reasonable accommodations will be considered to permit individuals with protected disabilities to (a) complete the admissions/ employment process, (b) perform essential job functions, (c) participate in instruction, programs, services or activities, and (d) enjoy other benefits and privileges of similarly-situated individuals without disabilities.http://www.calstatela.edu/univ/handbook/p55.htm
Questions, concerns, complaints and requests for reasonable accommodation or additional information may be forwarded to the Office of Affirmative Action, the campus office assigned responsibility for compliance with the ADA.  The Office for Affirmative Action is located in Administration 604C, and is open Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., (323) 343-3040 or (TTD): (323) 343-3270.  

XII. TEXT AND READINGS:  
Required Text and Readings:
C.A. Faulkner & S.S. Faulkner. (2009). Research Methods for Social Workers: A Practice-Based Approach. Chicago, IL: Lyceum.
Recommended Text and Readings:  

D.R. Monette, T.J. Sullivan, & C.R. De Jong. (2008). Applied Social Research: A Tool For The Human Services. 7th Ed. NY: Thomson Brooks/Cole Publishing.

A. Rubin & E. Babbie. (2005). Research Methods For Social Work. 5th  Ed. NY: Thomson Brooks/Cole Publishing.

R.W. Weinbach & R.M. Grinnell, Jr. (1987). Statistics For Social Workers. NY: Longman.

XIII. COURSE OUTLINE AND ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE

Week 1 (1-4 & 1-6)

Introduction and overview, research questions.

Chapter 1
Week 2 (1-11 & 1-13)


Research ethics. 

Chapter 2
Week 3 (1-18 & 1-20)


Doing literature reviews. 

Chapter 3 

Week 4 (1-25 & 1-27)


Measurement. 

Chapter 4
Week 5 (2-1 & 2-3)


Sampling.

Chapter 5
First paper due, 2-1
Week 6 (2-8 & 2-10)


Qualitative research designs.
Chapter 6
Midterm, 2-8
Week 7 (2-15 & 2-17)


Quantitative research designs. 

Chapter 7 

Week 8 (2-22 & 2-24)


Evaluation.
Chapter 8
Week 9 (3-1 & 3-3)


Descriptive statistics. 

Chapter 10
Week 10 (3-8 & 3-10)


Inferential statistics. 

Chapter 11
Finals Week

Final (Tues. 3-15, 4:30)

Second paper is due
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