History 388
C. Endy


WRITING “NOTE SHEETS”
Note sheets may be typed or hand-written and are due at the start of class.  They will be graded on a scale of one to ten.  This grade will reflect content rather than style or spelling (with the exception of the citation), but please make sure that hand-written notes are legible.  Make a copy or photocopy of your note sheet so that you can have a copy to refer to during class.  Each note sheet should have the following seven elements:

1. The Citation: Create a heading that provides a full bibliographic citation for the article or book in question.  It’s a good habit to have this information in your notes so that you can cite the work in later papers.  Failure to use the Chicago Manual of Style format will result in an automatic half-point deduction from the notesheet grade.  Below are examples of this format.  The library’s website contains further examples.


Article: Ronald W. Lopez, “The El Monte Berry Strike of 1933,” Aztlan 1 (Spring 1970): 101-14.


Book: George J. Sanchez, Becoming Mexican American: Ethnicity, Culture and Identity in Chicano Los 


Angeles, 1900-1945 (New York: Oxford University Press, 1993).


Chapter in an Edited Book: Susan Porter Benson, “‘The Customers Ain’t God’: The Work Culture of 


Department-Store Saleswomen, 1890-1940,” in Working-Class America: Essays on Labor, 


Community, and American Society, eds. Michael H. Frisch and Daniel J. Walkowitz (Urbana: 


University of Illinois Press, 1983), 185-211.

2. The Thesis: Write the main thesis in your own words, in one or two sentences.

3. The Primary Sources: Briefly describe the main types of primary sources used by the author.  See the glossary for a definition of primary sources.  Don’t copy the details, but instead focus on the general nature of the sources.  For instance, does the author look at only public speeches or also at declassified government documents?  Public opinion polls or private diaries?  Census data or oral histories?  Do not list the author’s secondary source citations.

4. The Subsections and Subtheses: Find a way to divide the body of the article into subsections.  Write down each subsection’s main point (the subthesis) in your own words, in one or two sentences.  Also provide the page numbers for where the subsection begins and ends.  Failure to provide page numbers will result in an automatic half-point deduction.  Don’t recopy specific data or examples but instead explain in your own words how each section’s subthesis helps support the main thesis.  When appropriate, write down the main point of the author’s epilogue.  Remember that an epilogue extends the thesis to a time or place different than those discussed in the body of the article or book.  The syllabus includes more tips on how to locate an epilogue.  Taken as a whole, this part of your notes should look like this:

Subthesis 1: (fill in with 1-2 sentences) (pp. 12-15)

Subthesis 2: (fill in with 1-2 sentences) (pp. 15-22)

Subthesis 3: (fill in with 1-2 sentences) (pp. 22-29)
...and so on for each subthesis.

Epilogue: (fill in with 1-2 sentences) (pp. 29-30) [Include epilogue line only when relevant.]

Although your note sheets should use prose form, it might be helpful to see a visualization of what this step in the note sheet should cover:

	Intro
	Subthesis 1 (pp. 12-15)
	Subthesis 2 (pp. 15-22)
	Subthesis 3 (pp. 22-29)
	Concl. w/ Epilogue (pp29-30)


5. Historiographic Traits: What historiographic traits or labels apply to this author?  Use your class notes and the class glossary for help.  Be sure to explain where or how you see this trait in the author’s approach.

6. Strengths: (see “weaknesses or limits” below)

7. Weaknesses or Limits: These last two parts are where you bring your own critical mind to the book or article. To help brainstorm ideas, see the questions listed under Step Seven of the “Principles of Reading” section of the “Practical Advice” handout.  You do not have to answer each and every question on this list, but the list should give you an idea of the kinds of issues to consider at this final stage.  While it’s ok to focus on side items or smaller points in each article, don’t neglect to the key issue: to what extent does the author prove his or her main thesis?  For each note sheet, you should have at least two thoughtful comments to say on “Strengths” and at least another two for “Weaknesses or Limits.”  You can use bullet or outline form here, but be sure to write in full sentences.

SAMPLE NOTE SHEET
Homer J. Simpson, A History of Nuclear Power in the United States (Springfield: Springfield 
University Press, 2002).

Thesis of Chapter 1 of book: Nuclear power emerged in the 1950s and 1960s not because it was more efficient, but because scientists and urban planners, blinded by a pro-technology ideology, assumed that it would be more efficient.  As a result, Americans today pay environmental and financial costs.

Primary Sources: Archives of energy companies (especially Springfield Power), interviews with plant owners and workers; documents from state and federal government’s energy agencies.

Subtheses:

Subthesis 1: Contrary to conventional histories that describe public utilities as the driving force behind nuclear power, Simpson argues that the real push came from Montgomery Burns, who belonged to a secretive coalition of Free Masons, extraterrestrials, and action-movie heroes (pp. 12-22).

Subthesis 2: Simpson then shows how this group then helped create a propaganda campaign to spread the ideology of nuclear power (pp. 22-28).

Subthesis 3: Most historians also see nuclear power as a by-product of military nuclear weapons programs.  Simpson argues that these ties are overrated and instead emphasizes the parallels between nuclear power plants and donut shops (pp. 28-35).

Epilogue: Simpson suggests that what was true for nuclear power in the 1950s and 1960s is also true for nuclear power today. (p. 35).

Traits: 

-Top-down approach, since almost all his sources came from business executives.

-Political history from a leftist perspective, since Simpson is concerned with the political process behind 
nuclear power, and he also seems very critical of big business.

-Also some cultural approach, since Simpson uses the technique of thick description to uncover hidden 
meanings in some pro-nuclear propaganda documents. 

Strengths:
-Wide variety of elite sources helps Simpson see the topic from a behind-the-scenes insider perspective.  He did more than simply look at the nuclear power industry’s public rhetoric.  This helps prove his thesis on the role of elite ideology in the rise of nuclear power.

-His emphasis on action-movie heroes helps us see how popular culture can shape public policy.  This seems like a creative historiographic connection (cultural approach) that other historians have missed.

-Although Simpson is critical of the nuclear power industry, he also recognizes positive points of view and carefully considers them.  This helps bring balanced judgment to a controversial issue.

Weaknesses or Limits:

-His discussion of extraterrestrials lacks evidence.  His footnotes here rely heavily on references to TV shows.  Are these reliable sources?

-Simpson says little about whether workers in nuclear power plants believed the ideology that elites like Montgomery Burns promoted.  More research on the bottom-up level could determine just how successful this elite propaganda campaign was.

-Simpson’s effort to draw parallels between nuclear power and donut shops seems unconvincing.  Donut shops, after all, are much easier to establish than power plants, and they do not have the same community impact.  Is the author bringing his own bias into the study here?  D’oh!

