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 . . . On September the 11th, enemies of freedom committed an act 
of war against our country.  Americans have known wars — but for the past 
136 years, they have been wars on foreign soil, except for one Sunday in 
1941.  Americans have known the casualties of war — but not at the center 
of a great city on a peaceful morning.  Americans have known surprise 
attacks — but never before on thousands of civilians.  All of this was 
brought upon us in a single day — and night fell on a different world, a 
world where freedom itself is under attack. 
 Americans have many questions tonight.  Americans are asking: 
Who attacked our country?  The evidence we have gathered all points to a 
collection of loosely affiliated terrorist organizations known as al Qaeda. . .  
 Al Qaeda is to terror what the mafia is to crime.  But its goal is not 
making money; its goal is remaking the world — and imposing its radical 
beliefs on people everywhere.  
 The terrorists practice a fringe form of Islamic extremism that has 
been rejected by Muslim scholars and the vast majority of Muslim clerics 
— a fringe movement that perverts the peaceful teachings of Islam.  The 
terrorists' directive commands them to kill Christians and Jews, to kill all 
Americans, and make no distinction among military and civilians, including 
women and children.  
 This group and its leader — a person named Osama bin Laden — 
are linked to many other organizations in different countries, including the 
Egyptian Islamic Jihad and the Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan.  There are 
thousands of these terrorists in more than 60 countries.  They are recruited 
from their own nations and neighborhoods and brought to camps in places 
like Afghanistan, where they are trained in the tactics of terror.  They are 
sent back to their homes or sent to hide in countries around the world to plot 
evil and destruction.  
 The leadership of al Qaeda has great influence in Afghanistan and 
supports the Taliban regime in controlling most of that country.  In 
Afghanistan, we see al Qaeda's vision for the world.  
 Afghanistan's people have been brutalized — many are starving 
and many have fled.  Women are not allowed to attend school.  You can be 
jailed for owning a television.  Religion can be practiced only as their 
leaders dictate.  A man can be jailed in Afghanistan if his beard is not long 
enough. . . . 

 I also want to speak tonight directly to Muslims throughout the 
world.  We respect your faith.  It's practiced freely by many millions of 
Americans, and by millions more in countries that America counts as 
friends.  Its teachings are good and peaceful, and those who commit evil in 
the name of Allah blaspheme the name of Allah.  (Applause.) . . .  
 Our war on terror begins with al Qaeda, but it does not end there.  
It will not end until every terrorist group of global reach has been found, 
stopped and defeated.  (Applause.)  
 Americans are asking, why do they hate us?  They hate what we 
see right here in this chamber — a democratically elected government.  
Their leaders are self-appointed.  They hate our freedoms — our freedom of 
religion, our freedom of speech, our freedom to vote and assemble and 
disagree with each other.  
 They want to overthrow existing governments in many Muslim 
countries, such as Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and Jordan.  They want to drive 
Israel out of the Middle East.  They want to drive Christians and Jews out of 
vast regions of Asia and Africa. . . . 
 We are not deceived by their pretenses to piety.  We have seen 
their kind before.  They are the heirs of all the murderous ideologies of the 
20th century.  By sacrificing human life to serve their radical visions — by 
abandoning every value except the will to power — they follow in the path 
of fascism, and Nazism, and totalitarianism.  And they will follow that path 
all the way, to where it ends: in history’s unmarked grave of discarded lies. 
(Applause) . . . 
 This is not, however, just America's fight.  And what is at stake is 
not just America's freedom.  This is the world's fight.  This is civilization's 
fight.  This is the fight of all who believe in progress and pluralism, 
tolerance and freedom. . . . 
 The civilized world is rallying to America's side.  They understand 
that if this terror goes unpunished, their own cities, their own citizens may 
be next.  Terror, unanswered, can not only bring down buildings, it can 
threaten the stability of legitimate governments.  And you know what -- 
we're not going to allow it.  (Applause.) . . . 
 Great harm has been done to us.  We have suffered great loss.  And 
in our grief and anger we have found our mission and our moment.  
Freedom and fear are at war.  The advance of human freedom -- the great 
achievement of our time, and the great hope of every time — now depends 
on us.  Our nation — this generation — will lift a dark threat of violence 
from our people and our future.  We will rally the world to this cause by our 
efforts, by our courage.  We will not tire, we will not falter, and we will not 
fail.  (Applause.) . . .  


