History 575: The United States in the World
Fall 2009
Professor Chris Endy

Meetings: Thursdays, 6:10 to 10:00 pm in King Hall B4012
Instructor’s Office: King Hall 4076A

Email: cendy@calstatela.edu

Office Phone: 323-343-2046

Office Hours: Tues/Thurs 3:10 to 4:10, 5:10 to 6:10 and by appointment.

Instructor’s Web Page: http://www.calstatela.edu/faculty/cendy


The central theme in this graduate seminar is the conceptual border between domestic and international/transnational history.  Since the nineteenth century, historians have most often divided their research and teaching into national frames of reference.  More recently, some scholars have been reviving old methods and creating new ones that call into question the assumption of distinct national histories.  In this seminar, we will read historians who have offered important new works in this vein. 

Questions we will consider include:

-How have international and transnational contexts shaped domestic U.S. history?  To what extent have the actions and ideas of people outside the United States shaped U.S. history?


-How have Americans’ domestic experiences shaped U.S. relations with other governments and societies, particularly in cases when Americans have engaged in colonialism or “nation-building”?


-Who has benefited most (and least) from the United States’ history of global expansion?


-What have been the implications of globalization (defined roughly as economic and cultural integration across national borders) for nation-state governments, national identities, national economies, and ordinary citizens?


-In what ways has U.S. history been exceptional?  In what ways has the United States been subject to the same patterns that exist in other countries?

Required Readings: You are expected to obtain copies of nine books, each one listed below as the required reading for one of our class sessions. Each book has been ordered at the campus bookstore.  You might also find used copies at www.abebooks.com, www.amazon.com or other used-book websites. 

Grades:

Class Participation 
20%

Discussion Leadership
  5%

Reading Notes

25%

Book Reviews
 
20% (10% each)

Final Paper

30%

•We will use a “+/-” system: A (93-100), A- (90-92), B+ (87-89), B (83-86), B- (80-82), C+ (77-79), C (73-76), C- (70-72), D+ (67-69), D (60-66), F (0-59).  If you don’t understand the basis of the grade you received or if you disagree with the assessment, speak to me—but only after letting twenty-four hours pass for you to absorb and reflect on the evaluation. Please act within two weeks of the return of the paper.  Please also note that students will most likely receive a failing grade for the course if they miss three or more class sessions or fail to submit a major assignment.

Class Participation: Advance preparation for each class session is essential.  You should come to class each week having completed the readings and prepared to discuss them.  If you encounter obstacles to your participation in class (for whatever reason), please meet with the instructor early in the quarter so we can work out a solution.  One final rule: to promote classroom cohesiveness, no laptops or other electronic devices are allowed in the classroom.

Reading Notes: You are required to submit your reading notes for six of our nine books.  Notes can be typed or hand-written and are due at the start of the class when we will be discussing the book.  The notes should communicate the book’s main thesis and each chapters’ main argument.  They should also convey the principal historical methods and sources used by the author.  Lastly, they should reveal your own thoughts on the book, especially what you see as the book’s main strengths and weaknesses.  If relevant, comment on how the book compares to other books we’ve read.  It is also very useful to note any questions you have on confusing or puzzling areas in the book.  These notes are an informal assignment.  I will not look at them for polished prose or grammar.  If they are handwritten, I ask only that they be legible. 

Late Policy: Out of fairness to other students, late assignments will be marked down in five-point steps for each week late.  For instance, a 92 (A-) paper that is turned in a week after the due date will receive an 87.  The same paper turned in two weeks late will receive an 82.  Papers received more than an hour after the stated deadline will be treated as a week late.  If you suspect that you might have a problem meeting a deadline, please contact me before the due date.  Also note that turning in reading notes late may affect your class participation grade. 

How to Submit the Major Papers: You will submit the formal papers for this class online, using www.turnitin.com.  You will need to establish a user profile with the website as soon as possible.  If you have any problems establishing an account, please let me know well in advance of the first due date.  If you have your paper ready to submit but for some reason cannot access turnitin.com, you should paste the text into an email message and send it to me before the deadline so that I know you had it completed on time.  Then submit the paper to turnitin.com at the next available chance.  Every internet connection can go down unexpectedly, so you should never wait until the last minute to submit your papers.  Late submissions caused by faulty internet connections will still be treated as late papers.  Make sure you give yourself enough time to find an alternate connection before the submission deadline.

Plagiarism: Plagiarism refers to the use of another author’s words or ideas without acknowledgement of this use.  This includes copying from texts or webpages as well as submitting work done by somebody else.  Please also read the following statement about www.turnitin.com, which comes from the CSU General Counsel and will apply to this class: 


Students agree that by taking this course all required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to Turnitin.com for the detection of plagiarism.  All submitted papers will be included as source documents in the Turnitin.com reference database solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of such papers.  You may submit your papers in such a way that no identifying information about you is included.  Another option is that you may request, in writing, that your papers not be submitted to Turnitin.com.  However, if you choose this option you will be required to provide documentation to substantiate that the papers are your original work and do not include any plagiarized material.

Disabilities:  Students with disabilities should be aware of the resources available at the Office for Students with Disabilities (Student Affairs Building 115, phone: 3-3140).

GUIDELINES FOR DISCUSSION LEADERSHIP

For one class session, you will be responsible for helping launch our discussion of that week’s book.  In addition to one of the projects below (option A or B), you should prepare three or four open-ended questions about the book that will stimulate class discussion.  Please email me those discussion questions at least 24 hours before the start of class.
Option A: Biographic Sketch and Annotated Bibliography: Create a one-to-two page document that introduces the author to the class.  Begin by writing a brief paragraph that conveys what’s most important or interesting to know about the author.  Then provide as much information as you can about the author.  Consider these questions: Where and when was the author born?  Where did the author go to school?  Who was the author’s Ph.D. mentor?  What was the Ph.D. dissertation about?  Provide citations for each book the author has written.  Alongside each citation, write a sentence or two explaining what that book was about.  If the author has not written that many other books, provide citations for the author’s more important articles and write a sentence summarizing each article.  Start by searching on the internet, especially searching for faculty websites.  Tip: If your author has a common name, type “site:.edu” into Google and then the author’s name.  This will limit your search to educational sites only.  Bring enough copies of your report for everyone in class and be prepared to guide us briefly through the report’s highlights.  Note: Although you can cut and paste citations from the internet, make sure that the rest of the handout is your own writing.

Option B: Review of Book Reviews: Search for at least four interesting and important reviews of the week’s book and compile them in a one or two page chart. For each review, you should provide a citation as well as the reviewer’s institutional affiliation and area of expertise.  Then copy the most interesting positive and negative comments made by each reviewer.  When searching for reviews, start by checking with these journals: Reviews in American History, American Historical Review, Journal of American History, Diplomatic History, International History Review, Pacific Historical Review, Journal of Cold War Studies, Cold War History, Journal of Social History, Labor History, Journal of Women’s History, and American Quarterly.  Bring enough copies of the handout for everyone in the class, and be prepared to guide us briefly through the highlights.  Note: You can download a blank template for your chart on my website’s HIST 575 page.

CLASS SCHEDULE:

Week 1 (24 September): Class introduction

Week 2 (1 October): Explaining and Remembering U.S. Empire

Louis A. Pérez, The War of 1898: The United States and Cuba in History and Historiography (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1998).
Week 3 (8 October): Imperialism and Race

Paul A. Kramer, The Blood of Government: Race, Empire, the United States, and the Philippines (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2006).

**By this class session, please let me know over email or in person which two outside books you would like to use for your two book reviews.

Week 4 (15 October): Synthesis and the Cultural Approach
Walter L. Hixson, The Myth of American Diplomacy: National Identity and U.S. Foreign Policy (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2008).

Week 5 (22 October): Internationalism and U.S. Superpower

Elizabeth Borgwardt, A New Deal for the World: America’s Vision for Human Rights (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2005).

25 October: FIRST BOOK REVIEW DUE 

Submit over turnitin.com by 11:59pm this Sunday evening.

Week 6 (29 October): Closing Doors and Controlling Citizenship

Mae M. Ngai, Impossible Subjects: Illegal Aliens and the Making of Modern America (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2004).

**By this class session, please send me your proposal for the final paper.  See the guidelines for the final paper later in this syllabus for more details on what the proposal involves.
Week 7 (5 November): Labor, Business, and Globalization

Aviva Chomsky, Linked Labor Histories: New England, Colombia, and the Making of a Global Working Class (Durham: Duke University Press, 2008).

Week 8 (12 November): Development and Transnational Activism

Matthew Connelly, Fatal Misconception: The Struggle to Control World Population (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2008)

Week 9 (19 November): Cultural Exchange and Globalization
Vanessa R. Schwartz, It’s So French! Hollywood, Paris, and the Making of Cosmopolitan Film Culture (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2007).
22 November: SECOND BOOK REVIEW DUE 

Submit over turnitin.com by 11:59pm this Sunday evening.

Thanksgiving (26 November): NO CLASS

Week 10 (3 December): Americanization, Modernization, and Unofficial Ambassadors

Jonathan Zimmerman, Innocents Abroad: American Teachers in the American Century (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 2006).
FINALS WEEK (10 December): The Final Paper

Submit over turnitin.com by 10:00 p.m. this Thursday

GUIDELINES FOR THE BOOK REVIEWS

Your two book reviews should be polished essays about three pages in length (typed, double-spaced, 250-300 words per page).  You should select two books form the list of recommended readings on my website.  Ideally these two books will also form part of your readings for the final paper.  You should seek my approval for your two books by 8 October.  I encourage you to contact me for advice in selecting your two books.  Please also let me know if you have interests that are not reflected in the list on my webpage.

Each review should be more than a mere summary of the book.  The emphasis should instead be on your own informed evaluation of the book.  A good model is as follows:


1. a brief introduction summarizing your overall view of the book.


2. two paragraphs (about one page total) detailing the book’s main arguments and methodology.  Be as detailed as possible without using too much space.


3. an extended discussion on strong and weak points in the book.  Give specific examples and provide brief quotations from the book.  You are encouraged to make brief references to other studies you’ve read to help highlight strengths or weaknesses in the book. You can vary from this formula, but be sure to spend most of your energy and space evaluating the book, rather than summarizing.  Pay particular attention to the questions listed as “Step Seven” in the tips on reading later in this syllabus.  In evaluating each book, assume that you are writing for an audience of serious and reasonably well-informed historians.  You should not comment on whether you thought the book could have been shorter or more entertaining.  Also, do not focus too much on relatively minor points in the book.  Instead, try to identify the main arguments and assumptions that the author makes, and focus your evaluation on those core issues.

Citations for the book reviews: Specific references to the book under review can simply list the relevant page number(s) in parentheses in your text.  If you refer to any other work, provide citations as either footnotes or endnotes using the Chicago Manual of Style format.

GUIDELINES FOR THE FINAL PAPER
The Purpose: The final paper represents your opportunity to pursue a class topic in greater depth.  Ideally, the paper will reflect your own intellectual interests and will help you later in the M.A. program.  If you take comps in the modern U.S. field, your paper can serve as the first draft for one of your exam questions.  If you plan to write an M.A. thesis in lieu of comps, the paper can deepen your expertise in an area related to your thesis topic.

The Process: Your paper should draw on at least four books and at least two journal articles.  You should start by choosing one book from our common readings and three outside books, preferably including the two books for which you wrote your book reviews.  Once you have selected your books, think about a broad interesting question.  This question can be either historical in nature (e.g. “Why did Civil War break out?”) or historiographic (e.g. “What have been the major theoretical and methodological divisions among Civil War historians?”).  Then search for two articles that will also help you answer this question.  Using JFK Library’s online history databases, the best starting point is the “America: History and Life” database.  Be sure to select articles with substance, not simply a short book review.  Do not hesitate to get in touch with me if you have any questions at any stage.
The Proposal: Give me in paper or over email a draft of your broad, interesting question (see above), as well as your proposed books and articles.  The proposal is due no later than 29 October.

The Paper: You should write a 12-15 page paper (typed, double-spaced, 250-300 words per page) that develops a thoughtful answer to your question and that shows a strong command of your chosen readings.  The paper should also demonstrate strong organization and clear writing.  Provide citations as either footnotes or endnotes using the Chicago Manual of Style format.  Also include a bibliography in Chicago format.

Extra Advice: 

• I encourage you to seek advice from me in choosing your readings.  Also use the list of recommended books posted on my website.

• Developing a good question takes careful thought.  Make sure your question addresses an important problem and that it is open-ended.  Open-ended questions have more than just one self-evident answer.  A good research question is one that you cannot answer right away; instead the question becomes your guide toward the discovery of new insights.

READING BOOKS IN COLLEGE: A SURVIVAL MANUAL
PRINCIPLES OF NOTE-TAKING

1. Notetaking is everything.  Within a month, you will have forgotten most of what you have read.  This is fine, so long as you write notes to remind you of the key ideas and where in the book to find them.

2. Highlighters are no good.  You will soon forget why you highlighted a passage.  Instead, use separate sheets of paper, or a computer, to jot down key ideas (and their page numbers).  When reading, you should be engaged in a dialogue with the author; your notes represent your side of the conversation.  In short, good reading requires active writing.

3. Skimming is ok.  In fact, it is essential.  It is also an acquired skill that requires discipline and practice.  Most of us study history in part because we enjoy sitting down with good books.  Expert skimming admittedly takes some of the fun out of reading.  Still, it will allow you to cover more terrain and encounter more ideas than would otherwise be possible.  

4. Take notes in a way that will later let you distinguish between your thoughts and the author’s argument and evidence.  For instance, use a star or asterisk to mark your own thoughts.  Or place a big “S” or “W” next to each strength or weakness that you record in your notes.

5. You might be tempted to takes notes in the book’s margins.  This is convenient in the short run, but it creates problems later.  It takes longer to review your notes when they are written as marginalia, and marginalia requires you to carry heavy stacks of books if you want to review all your notes at once.

HOW TO READ A BOOK

STEP ONE. THE OVERVIEW: Read the back cover and any picture captions.  Examine the table of contents to get a sense of the book’s topic and how the chapters divide that topic.  Estimate how much time you will need to finish.  Lastly, skim the acknowledgements to learn about the author as a person.

STEP TWO: THE BOOKENDS: Read the introduction, the preface (if applicable), and the conclusion.  Your main goal here is to find the thesis.  A thesis is more than just a topic or starting question.  A thesis presents an argument or interpretation about that topic.  Don’t assume that all authors present their theses in one convenient sentence.  Sometimes the book’s core idea will be scattered in different places.  Write down the thesis (or your best guess) in your own words. 

STEP THREE: HISTORIOGRAPHY AND METHOD:  Skim the footnotes or endnotes to get a sense of the book’s primary sources.  Does the author cite mostly government documents, oral history interviews, legal testimonies, police records, and so on?  Sometimes, historians do not give endnotes or footnotes, especially when writing for popular audiences.  Even in these cases, try to imagine what kinds of sources the historian used to support the argument.  Now that you’ve examined the intro, conclusion, and notes, you should ask what kind of historiographic method(s) the author employs.  Is this traditional political history?  Social history from the bottom-up?  Cultural history?  Does the author refer to any theorist or theoretical concepts?  In the intro or notes, the author will likely explain the historiographic position of the book.  Take notes on this too.  Does the author want to contribute to a particular set of existing scholarship?  Does the author disagree with other scholars?

STEP FOUR: THE FIRST PAUSE: Stop reading for a moment and reflect on what you’ve encountered so far.  Is the thesis or method surprising to you? Are you inclined to accept the thesis or to be skeptical?  Ask yourself why you have that reaction.  Assume for a second that the thesis will be persuasive; how then would the book change your understanding of this topic?  Keep in mind that these are just tentative reactions.  What’s important is that you begin to think and write critically about the book’s key ideas before reading the body of the book.  This step might seem cumbersome, but it will save you time in the long run by helping you identify which parts of the book’s body to read carefully and which parts to skim.

STEP FIVE: A FIRST LOOK AT THE CHAPTERS: For each chapter, read the introduction and conclusion and look for the chapter’s thesis.  Do this for all the chapters.  Remember that not every chapter is of equal importance.  Ask yourself which chapters seem most crucial for the book’s main argument or for your own personal interests.  Also ask yourself which chapters seem most important for the broad class themes that the professor wants to emphasize.  Make sure you budget enough time for these key chapters.

STEP SIX: INSIDE THE CHAPTERS (AT LAST!): Now you are ready to move efficiently through the detailed evidence that makes up the bulk of the book.  Do not, however, read each paragraph word for word.  Try to do a topic-sentence skim.  That is, read the first sentence of each paragraph and decide if that paragraph is worth reading in detail.  Some topic sentences allude to key ideas or examples on which the book thesis or chapter thesis really depend.  These are the paragraphs that you should read more carefully.  Other topic sentences present ideas that seem relatively safe and conventional.  In these cases the author is probably laying basic groundwork or piling on added evidence to solidify the argument.  These are the paragraphs you can skip over.  Just jump to the next topic sentence.  


Learning which paragraphs to read carefully and which paragraphs to breeze over is the hardest part of skimming.  It takes practice and conscious reflection to get into the habit.  Here is one tip: if you choose to read a paragraph carefully but then find that it wasn’t all that enlightening, revisit the topic sentence to look for clues that would have told you that this was a safe paragraph to jump over.  Another tip: don’t get bogged down in notetaking at this stage.  You can always use the book’s index to return to a topic.  Focus your notetaking energy on passages that reveal particularly strong, weak, or confusing points in the author’s argument.  You already know the author’s chapter thesis and overall thesis, so your notes should comment on how effectively the chapter’s evidence supports those arguments.

STEP SEVEN: THE SECOND PAUSE: 

You’ve just finished the book.  Chances are you’re feeling good and are anxious to move on with the rest of your life.  Not so fast!!!  The ten or fifteen minutes after reading a book, when everything is fresh in your mind, are often the most important and fruitful minutes in the whole reading process.  Think about the following: Was your first guess at the book’s thesis and method accurate?  Did the book really prove its thesis?  What sections of the book offered the best or the weakest support for the thesis?  What sources or questions did the author not consider, and how might more attention to those neglected areas have improved the argument?  Compare the author’s argument and method to other authors you’ve read.  Do they complement or contradict each other?  Do you find one more valuable than another?


No matter how hurried you are, no matter if you haven’t gotten through all the chapters, always save ten or fifteen minutes for this final reflection.  You will likely be repaid with deeper ideas that can help your class participation and papers.
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