History 478

History of U.S. International Relations

Fall 2009

Professor Chris Endy

Tuesdays & Thursdays 1:30 to 3:10 p.m.

Classroom: King Hall B4012

Instructor’s Office: King Hall C4076A

Email: cendy@calstatela.edu

Office Phone: 323-343-2046

Office Hours: Tues/Thurs 3:10 to 4:10, 5:10 to 6:10 and by appointment.

Instructor’s Web Page: http://www.calstatela.edu/faculty/cendy


This course is designed for advanced undergraduates or graduate students who want to explore the role of the United States in the world, with an emphasis on history since 1898.  The course has two broad goals. The first is to help you understand major themes and debates relating to the history of U.S. international relations.  This task entails studying a wide range of Americans, including politicians, business leaders, filmmakers, protestors, missionaries, and others.  It also requires reading sources from people outside the United States and appreciating how their histories have intersected with U.S. history.  To help make all these concerns manageable, we will focus on three core questions with each reading and class session:

• Causality Question: What factors have shaped U.S. foreign policy?  (Factors to consider include international security issues, economic interests, domestic politics, race and gender ideologies, religion, liberal democratic idealism, and so on).

• Morality Question: Is this history a story of triumph or tragedy?

• Globalization Question: Have increasing cultural and economic exchanges across national borders produced a better world, or a worse one?  How would different historical actors answer this question, and how should we historians answer it?

The second broad goal of the course is to help you develop your skills of critical reading, writing, and discussion.  These activities are vital to what historians do, and they are skills that you can carry with you for a lifetime, no matter what you choose to do after this class.  In this course, we will work on developing smart ways to:

• analyze primary sources (documents created during the time period under study)

• evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of secondary sources (interpretations of the past created by historians or other later authors)

• build ideas collaboratively in a group setting

• communicate ideas in concise, clear, and persuasive writing.

Class Participation: We will spend substantial class time engaged in some activity other than lecture.  Often this will mean breaking into small groups to discuss course material, or to engage in mock debates or role-playing exercises.  Class participation is a part of your final grade and will be based on both your attendance and participation in activities.  If you encounter obstacles to your participation in class (for whatever reason), please meet with me early in the quarter so we can work out a solution. 


An honest examination of the history of U.S. international relations requires us to explore the role of race and prejudice.  Discussing the role of racism in the past can sometimes be disturbing or upsetting, but this discomfort is often an essential part of the learning process.  


Hopefully, you will find yourself provoked, intrigued, at times amused, but above all enlightened during this class.  You can help in this effort by coming to class having completed the readings and having thought about the study questions, and by respecting the views of your classmates.


One final rule: to promote classroom cohesiveness, no laptops or other electronic devices are allowed in the classroom.

Required Readings:

•Michael H. Hunt, Crises in U.S. Foreign Policy (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1996).

• Nick Cullather, Secret History: The CIA’s Classified Account of its Operations in Guatemala, 1952-1954, 2nd edition (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2006).

•Articles on Electronic Reserve via JFK Library or on my website.

•For students seeking more background, U.S. diplomatic history texts by Walter LaFeber and Robert Schulzinger are on one-day reserve at JFK library. See the library’s History 478 reserve page for call numbers.

Assignments and Grading:

Class Participation: 15%

Document Responses (7): 14% (2% each)

Individual Research Paper for Group Presentation (2 pages): 4%

Group Presentation: 5%

Primary Source Activities: 8% (4% each) 

Paper One (3-4 pages): 10%

Paper Two (3-4 pages): 14%

Final exam (take-home, 8-10 pages): 30%

Your grades on the papers and primary-source activities will be based on three major, closely related criteria:

1. use of the relevant class material (evidence); 

2. development of an argument or point of view that is pertinent to the issue at hand and that has breadth, coherence, and insight (interpretation); and 

3. expression of ideas in a clear, concise, engaging prose (style).

Grading Rubric:

A: excellent. Outstanding in all three areas.

B: good.  Strong in all three areas or notable strengths in one balanced by 
weakness in another.

C: average.  Adequate performance in one or more areas offset by serious 
weakness in others. 

D: poor.  Problems in all three areas. 

F: unacceptable. Serious flaws in all three areas.

•We will use a “+/-” system: A (93-100), A- (90-92), B+ (87-89), B (83-86), B- (80-82), C+ (77-79), C (73-76), C- (70-72), D+ (67-69), D (60-66), F (0-59).  If you don’t understand the basis of the grade you received or if you disagree with the assessment, speak to me—but only after letting twenty-four hours pass for you to absorb and reflect on the evaluation. Please act within two weeks of the return of the paper.  Please also note that students will most likely receive a failing grade for the course if they miss five or more class sessions or fail to submit a major assignment.

How to Submit Essays Online: You will submit some assignments (see class schedule) online, using www.turnitin.com.  You will need to establish a user profile with turnitin.com as soon as possible.  If you have any problems establishing an account, please let me know well in advance of the due date.


If you have your paper ready to submit but for some reason cannot access turnitin.com, you should paste the text into an email message and send it to me before the deadline so that I know you had it completed on time.  Then submit the paper to turnitin.com at the next available chance.  Every internet connection can go down unexpectedly, so you should never wait until the last minute to submit your papers.  Late submissions caused by faulty internet connections will still be treated as late papers.  Make sure you give yourself enough time to find an alternate connection before the submission deadline.

Document Responses: For most class sessions, you will receive study questions designed to promote class discussion of reading assignments.  You are required to turn in responses for seven of those thirteen sessions.  Responses may be typed or hand-written and are due at the start of class.  Late document responses will not be accepted.  If you think that you might miss a class when an assignment is due, you can turn it in beforehand. 

Primary Source Activities: On two class sessions, you will turn in a short research activity.  First, select an eligible Hunt chapter (see class schedule for details).  Then, use the internet or JFK library to find a primary source that relates to your chosen reading (but not a source already included in the chapter).  Do not simply select the first primary source you find but search for one that adds a layer of complexity or a new perspective not found in the Hunt chapter.  Then write a two-page essay (typed, 250-300 words per page) explaining the significance of your document.  Imagine if Hunt included your document in a new edition of his book.  What would your document add to the chapter?  To address this question, provide brief quotations from your source and make specific reference to details in the relevant Hunt chapter.  Also include a copy or print-out of the source, as well as a citation.  If you have a long document, only include the five most relevant pages.  If you want to examine a visual source (e.g. a cartoon, painting, or photo), select two such sources rather than just one.  Citations for internet sources should include the full URL address, and if appropriate, the title of the website and the person/individual who created the site.  Grades will reflect the essay’s clarity and originality and the appropriateness of the document selection.  Lastly, finding the document is an integral part of the assignment.  Do not rely on a classmate to find a source for you.
Late Policy: 

Essays: Out of fairness to other students, assignments due over turnitin.com (except the take-home final) will be penalized 2% of their value for each day, including weekend days, that they are late.  Essays submitted on Turnitin just after the deadline will still be considered a day late.

Primary Source Activities: These assignments, submitted in paper in at the start of class on the due date, will be penalized 5% of their value for each class session late.  Items submitted after the start of class will be considered late.

Document Responses and the Take-Home Final: No late subsmissions allowed.

The Free Late: For one of the papers or activities (but not the final exam), you will be allowed to turn in your essay one week after the due date with no penalty.  Simply write “Free Late” on the top when you turn it in.  You may only take advantage of this option once; use it wisely. 

NOTE: In case of a family emergency, special allowances may be made.  Please contact me as soon as possible.  If you suspect that you might have a problem meeting a deadline, consult with me before the due date.

Plagiarism:  Plagiarism is the use of somebody else’s words or ideas without acknowledgement of this borrowing.  This includes copying from texts or webpages as well as submitting work done by somebody else.  See the attached guidelines on essay writings for acceptable methods of acknowledging other people’s work in your own writing.  Please also read the following statement about www.turnitin.com, which comes from the CSU General Counsel and will apply to this class: 


Students agree that by taking this course all required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to Turnitin.com for the detection of plagiarism.  All submitted papers will be included as source documents in the Turnitin.com reference database solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of such papers.  You may submit your papers in such a way that no identifying information about you is included.  Another option is that you may request, in writing, that your papers not be submitted to Turnitin.com.  However, if you choose this option you will be required to provide documentation to substantiate that the papers are your original work and do not include any plagiarized material.
Disabilities:  Students with disabilities should be aware of the resources at the Office for Students with Disabilities (Student Affairs Bldg 115, 343-3140).

CLASS SCHEDULE:
24 September: Course Introduction
29 September: Liberty and Empire: Roots of U.S. Foreign Relations
Early Documents 1 through 6 [on my webpage]

1 October: U.S. Empire in Latin America and the Philippines 

Early Documents 7 through 12 [on my webpage]
Kimberly Alidio, “‘When I Get Home I Want to Forget’: Memory and Amnesia in the Occupied Philippines,” Social Text 59 (Summer 1999), 105-22. [E-Reserve & J-Stor Language & Literature]

Document Response One Due

6 October: Business Expansion and Economic Empire

Richard Tucker,  “Banana Republics: Yankee Fruit Companies and the Tropical American Lowlands,” in Tucker, Insatiable Appetite: The United States and the Ecological Degradation of the Tropical World (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2000), 120-78 (excerpts amounting to about 25 pages). [E-Reserve]

Document Response Two Due

8 October: World War I and Wilsonianism

Hunt, Chapter 1

Document Response Three Due

13 October: Dollar Diplomacy and the Global Crises of the 1930s
No Readings

Paper One Due (www.turnitin.com by 1:00pm this day)
15 October: Japan’s Challenge to the Open Door in Asia

Hunt, Chapter 2

Document Response Four Due

20 October: World War II and Visions of the Postwar Internationalism

No readings

Individual Research Paper for Group Presentation Due (bring in one copy for each member of your group, plus one copy for me)
22 October: The Soviet Union and the Origins of the Cold War
Hunt, Chapter 3

Document Response Five Due

Primary Source Activity One Due
27 October: The Cuban Missile Crisis

Hunt, Chapter 5

Document Response Six Due

29 October: The Perils of Modernization
Nick Cullather, “Damming Afghanistan: Modernization in a Buffer State,” Journal of American History 89 (September 2002): 512-37. [E-Reserve]

Document Response Seven Due
3 November: The Latin American Cold War: Guatemala 1954

Cullather, whole book

Document Response Eight and Nine Due

5 November: The Latin American Cold War, cont.

No Readings

10 November: Free Trade, Tariffs, and the Cold War Origins of “Outsourcing”

No Readings
Paper Two Due (www.turnitin.com by 1:00 pm this day)

12 November: Choosing War in Vietnam
Hunt, Chapter 6

Document Response Ten Due 

17 November: The Iranian Revolution and Islamic Fundamentalism
Hunt, Chapter 7

Document Response Eleven Due 

19 November: The Global Economy since the 1990s
Globalization Readings [E-Reserve]

Document Response Twelve Due 
Primary Source Activity Two Due
24 November: FURLOUGH—NO CLASS
26 November: THANKSGIVING—NO CLASS

1 December: Understanding “Anti-Americanism” in the Middle East

Ussama Makdisi, “‘Anti-Americanism’ in the Arab World: An Interpretation of a Brief History,” Journal of American History 89 (September 2002): 538-57. [E-Reserve]

Alan Cullison, “Inside Al-Qaeda’s Hard Drive: Budget Squabbles, Baby Pictures, Office Rivalries—And the Path to 9/11,” Atlantic Monthly (September 2004). [E-Reserve]

George W. Bush, “Address to a Joint Session of Congress and the American People,” 20 September 2001. [E-Reserve and instructor’s website]

Document Response Thirteen Due 

3 December: After 9/11, After Bush—Obama’s Options

Pew Polls, December 2001 [E-Reserve]

Readings on Obama and Afghanistan [E-Reserve]

Nouriel Roubini, “The Almighty Renminbi?,” New York Times (14 May 2009) [E-Reserve]

8 December (Thursday): Finals Week

Take-Home Final Exam Due (www.turnitin.com by 6pm this day)

GENERAL TIPS ON WRITING
(adapted from Michael Hunt)
Writing is a process, and no paper reaches perfection on the first try. Any kind of writing needs time for the ideas to take shape and for the exposition to gain polish.  Here are some suggestions:


1. Take a few minutes to figure out the assignment. What are you being asked to do? To resolve any uncertainties, talk with the professor. 


2. Build an outline.  Consult your notes and readings to find evidence that is relevant to the assignment.  Sort that evidence into categories and place together examples that are related to the same idea.  Once you gather and sort your evidence, draft a tentative thesis statement that satisfies the paper assignment.  What kind of thesis will your evidence support?


3. Prepare a rough draft. Don’t worry about perfection. Writing can be a way of trying out ideas.  Let go of those that don’t work, and concentrate on those that do.  If at this stage you are having difficulty getting started, return to the assignment instructions or consult with the professor. The most frequent cause for blockage at this point is the need for a stronger grasp of what you are writing about or a hesitancy to take a stand on the assigned topic or question. 


4. Set the draft aside for a time. Twenty-four hours, or at least overnight, will give you a fresh critical perspective needed to edit.  If you don't have much time, take whatever pause you can—the longer the better. 


5. Return to the draft for a careful editing. This can be the most pleasurable part of writing as you see your argument emerge ever more sharply.  Particularly difficult sections may require even more attention, perhaps even another visit after some time away.  Look carefully for passages that you can condense.  Empty phrases, tangential points, or repetitious statements use valuable space that could be used for added evidence or analysis.  


6. Proofread.  Read your writing aloud.  This might sound odd, but it works.  It will help you catch grammatical errors and awkward passages.  Consider having a friend not in the class look over the draft for clarity, style, and grammar.

 Here are some questions to keep in mind as you revise:


• Do you have a clear, descriptive, engaging title? The title is your first chance to communicate your intentions to your reader. Use it well. 


• Does your opening paragraph indicate clearly your paper’s thesis?  Make sure that all the sentences making up the introduction point the reader in the same general direction. If they don’t, the reader will be confused from the outset.  Often, writers don’t figure out their real thesis until they reach the conclusion.  If this happens, move all or part of your conclusion to the intro, where it will serve you and your reader far better.  Make sure that your opening paragraph is clear and short.  Long introductions eat up limited space and reduce the amount of evidence you can use to support your argument.


• Are the supporting paragraphs tied together so that they make a connected argument?  Each supporting paragraph should begin with a topic sentence.  This topic sentence, at the start of each paragraph, should announce the purpose of the paragraph and indicate how the paragraph fits into the overall argument of your essay.  Think of the topic sentence as a mini-thesis for each paragraph.

• Does every supporting paragraph deploy evidence from class materials (e.g., names, events, statistics, points of view, or quotes) to support the argument?  Evidence requires careful selection.  Use the best and most relevant examples.  Evidence also requires balance in quantity.  Give enough to convince the reader but not so much that the reader is overwhelmed or bored.  Most importantly, pace yourself and your word count so that you have space to give roughly equal evidence to each supporting paragraph.


• Can you shorten any long quotations?  Lengthy quotations consume space while silencing your own voice and analysis.  Quote just the best parts of a primary source, perhaps even as little as four or five words.  Then embed the quoted material in your own analysis.  Quotations work best when the material is elegant or memorable.  If the material to be quoted is pedestrian or forgettable, you are better off putting it in your own words (paraphrasing).  Don’t forget the citation, even when paraphrasing.


• Does the concluding paragraph (usually relatively short) offer more than a simple repetition of the general argument? An intelligent reader will have already gotten your argument if it is well made.  Instead of merely repeating yourself (and wasting valuable lines), use the conclusion to extend your argument, explore its significance, or view it from a fresh angle.  What have you learned?  Why is the major point made in the paper important to you? 

Stylistic problems to avoid when writing history papers:

These three writing problems are not ungrammatical, but they do weaken historical analysis and deprive your prose of clarity and vigor, which is almost as bad as being ungrammatical.

1. Avoid anonymous quotations.  Always identify the speaker or author of your quotations.  Also try to provide brief context such as the year and the original audience intended by the author.  Otherwise, readers will not have the context needed to understand the words that you are putting in quotation marks.

BAD: Idealism soared in 1898.  “Our purpose is noble.”
BETTER: Idealism soared in 1898.  As President McKinley told Congress that year, “Our purpose is noble.”

2. Avoid passive voice sentences, especially ones that obscure the real person or force doing the action. Historians, like most people, are deeply interested in WHY things happen.  Passive voice sentences often give readers no sense of who or what made something happen, leading to sloppy and imprecise analysis.

BAD: The movement was accused of being Communist.
BETTER: Truman’s White House accused the movement of being Communist.
BAD: By 1942 the unemployment problem was solved. 
BETTER: By 1942 wartime industries had solved the unemployment problem.
3. Use the past tense when writing about past events or statements.  Some writers outside the field of history use the present tense regardless of the time frame, under the belief that that this tactic enlivens one’s prose.  Most historians, however, find this a tiresome gimmick that at times creates confusion over chronology.

BAD: In his 1898 letter to Congress, President McKinley writes that “our 
purpose is noble.”  

BETTER: In his 1898 letter to Congress, President McKinley wrote that “our 
purpose is noble.”

Citations: You must indicate the sources for quotations and borrowed details or ideas. You can thus pay your intellectual debts, and a reader can easily determine where your material came from. Because we are working from a limited body of assigned readings, you do not need to produce a formal bibliography.  Instead, simply indicate the author’s last name and the relevant page(s) within parentheses in your text..  For instance: (Tucker, 152) or (Hunt, 34).  For specific information or ideas taken from class, you can cite the date of the class session: (lecture, 10/22).

Final Note: Learning to write with power and beauty depends on constant practice and critical feedback.  Do not expect to become a good writer in one single effort.  Most important, don’t let feedback on your paper become a referendum on you as a person.  Good writing requires a healthy ego, to venture forth with a confident argument.  It also requires a supply of humility, to absorb and respond to criticism.


HOW TO INTERPRET PRIMARY SOURCES

1. Motives and Context: What kind of person was the author of this source?  Who was the intended audience for this source, and how might that audience have affected what the author chose to include or omit from the document?  What were the author’s likely motives in creating this source?  Think of both short-term and long-term motives.  What details in the source provide evidence of the author’s motives?

2. Argument or Point: What was the main idea that the author was trying to convey?  Imagine that the primary source has a thesis statement just like a college essay would.  Write down your version of that thesis statement in your notes.

3a. Assumptions and Worldview: What kinds of assumptions did the author make?  Did the author make assumptions about groups of people or about how one group relates to another group?  How would you describe the author’s overall outlook on the world (optimistic, pessimistic, nationalistic, racist, anti-racist, militaristic, religious, etc.)? 


3b. Evidence on Assumptions and Worldview: 


What specific passages or word choices provide evidence of these assumptions and worldview?

4. Primary Source Connections: How does this source relate to other primary sources that you have found?  Is it similar or different, and how?  Does this primary source seem more or less reliable when you compare it to other primary sources?

5. Secondary Source Connections: Does this primary source balance or contradict any general ideas or specific claims made by scholars in secondary sources?  Does it seem more or less reliable when you compare it to secondary-source scholarship?  Did the primary-source author leave any conspicuous silences and omissions in the source?  If so, how do those silences help reveal the author’s overall worldview or agenda?

Final Note: Remember that a primary source rarely offers a simple and objective depiction of its topic.  Also remember that your author might not have revealed all of his or her motives or thoughts in any single document.  Likewise, it is ok to draw conclusions from the primary source that might not have occurred to the author of that source.  Primary sources can reveal more about the views of its author than the author intended.
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