History 475

The United States Since 1952

Fall 2010

Professor Chris Endy

Tuesdays & Thursdays 4:20 to 6:00 p.m.

Classroom: King Hall C4071
Instructor’s Office: King Hall C4076A

Email: cendy@calstatela.edu

Office Phone: 323-343-2046

Office Hours: Tues/Thurs 2:15 to 4:15, and by appointment.

Instructor’s Web Page: http://www.calstatela.edu/faculty/cendy


This course is designed for advanced undergraduates or graduate students who want to explore recent U.S. history.  The course has two broad goals. The first is to help you understand major themes and debates relating to the U.S. history since World War II.  As historians, we cannot hope to study every aspect of recent U.S. history in just ten weeks.  To help make sense of our nation and its past, we will focus on five broad questions:

1. What is the “good life”?  How have different Americans defined happiness?  

2. What is the proper role of government in society?  How effective has government been in helping Americans obtain the “good life”?

3. How have different Americans conceived of and experienced the United States’ ethnic and cultural diversity?

4. How have oppressed groups sought to improve their lives and improve America?  How successful have they been?

5. What factors or interests have determined U.S. foreign policy?  Has U.S. foreign policy done more good than harm for Americans and for the rest of the world?

The second broad goal of the course is to help you develop your skills of critical reading, writing, and discussion.  These activities are vital to what historians do, and they are skills that you can carry with you for a lifetime, no matter what you choose to do after this class.  In this course, we will work on developing smart ways to:


• analyze primary sources (documents created during the time period under study)


• evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of secondary sources (interpretations of the past created by historians or other later authors)


• build ideas collaboratively in a group setting


• communicate ideas in concise, clear, and persuasive writing.

Class Participation: We will spend substantial class time engaged in some activity other than lecture.  Often this will mean breaking into small groups to discuss course material, or to engage in mock debates or role-playing exercises.  Class participation is a part of your final grade and will be based on both your attendance and participation in activities.  If you encounter obstacles to your participation in class (for whatever reason), please meet with me early in the quarter so we can work out a solution. 


An honest examination of the history of U.S. international relations requires us to explore the role of race and prejudice.  Discussing the role of racism in the past can sometimes be disturbing or upsetting, but this discomfort is often an essential part of the learning process.  


Hopefully, you will find yourself provoked, intrigued, at times amused, but above all enlightened during this class.  You can help in this effort by coming to class having completed the readings and having thought about the study questions, by respecting the views of your classmates, and by being eager to listen to what classmates and historical sources have to say.


One final rule: to promote classroom cohesiveness, no laptops or other portable electronic devices are allowed in the classroom.

Required Readings:

Eric Avila, Popular Culture in the Age of White Flight: Fear and Fantasy in Suburban Los Angeles (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2004).

Annelise Orleck, Storming Cesar’s Palace: How Black Mothers Fought Their Own War on Poverty (Boston: Beacon Press, 2005).

•Various articles on Electronic Reserve through JFK Library or on the instructor’s webpage (see the class schedule for details).

A Note on the Readings: Many of the readings that you will do in this class will come in the form of what historians call primary sources.  Primary sources are documents created during the time period under study.  Examples of primary sources include diaries, letters, paintings, newspaper and magazine articles, and novels, so long as they were created during the time period under study.  Oral history interviews and testimonies from first-hand participants, even if created years after the event in question, are also primary sources. Primary sources can be fun to read and analyze, because they contain the direct words of people from a different time.  However, they can also take a long time to read.  To do well in this class, you should budget plenty of time to absorb and think about our readings.  Historians define primary sources in contrast to secondary sources, which are usually articles and books by scholars or other authors written years after the events described.  

Assignments and Grading:

Class Participation: 


15%

Responses 



20% (2.5% each)

First Essay (2-3 pages)


10%

Second Essay (5-6 pages)


20%

Take-home Final (two 4-5 page essays)
35%
Your grades on the papers and primary-source activities will be based on three major, closely related criteria:

1. use of the relevant class material (evidence); 

2. development of an argument or point of view that is pertinent to the issue at hand and that has breadth, coherence, and insight (interpretation); and 

3. expression of ideas in a clear, concise, engaging prose (style).

Grading Rubric:

A: excellent. Outstanding in all three areas.

B: good.  Strong in all three areas or notable strengths in one balanced by 
weakness in another.

C: average.  Adequate performance in one or more areas offset by serious 
weakness in others. 

D: poor.  Problems in all three areas. 

F: unacceptable. Serious flaws in all three areas.

•We will use a “+/-” system: A (93-100), A- (90-92), B+ (87-89), B (83-86), B- (80-82), C+ (77-79), C (73-76), C- (70-72), D+ (67-69), D (60-66), F (0-59).  If you don’t understand the basis of the grade you received or if you disagree with the assessment, speak to me—but only after letting twenty-four hours pass for you to absorb and reflect on the evaluation. Please act within two weeks of the return of the paper.  Please also note that students will most likely receive a failing grade for the course if they miss five or more class sessions or fail to submit a major assignment.

Responses: For most class sessions, you will receive study questions designed to promote class discussion of reading assignments.  You are required to turn in responses for eight of those seventeen opportunities.  Responses may be typed or hand-written and are due at the start of class.  Late responses will not be accepted.  If you think that you might miss a class when an assignment is due, you can turn it in beforehand.  Grading on responses is based on a scale of one to ten.


Late Policy: 

Essays: Out of fairness to other students, these assignments will be penalized 5% of their value for each class session late.  Assignments turned in after the start of class on the day they are due will be considered “slightly late” and penalized 2% of their value.

Responses: No late submissions allowed.

Final Exam Essays: Late finals are strongly discouraged and may result in a failing grade for the class.

NOTE: In case of a family emergency, special allowances may be made.  Please contact me as soon as possible.  If you suspect that you might have a problem meeting a deadline, consult with me before the due date.

Plagiarism:  Plagiarism refers to the use of another author’s words or ideas without acknowledgement of this use.  This includes copying from texts or webpages as well as submitting work done by somebody else.  Other forms of plagiarism include altering a few words or the sentence structure of someone else’s writing and presenting it as your own writing (that is, without quotation marks or footnotes).  Violators will receive at minimum a zero on the assignment and will be reported to University authorities.  

Disabilities:  Students with disabilities should be aware of the resources at the Office for Students with Disabilities (Student Affairs Bldg 115, 343-3140).

Submitting The Final Exam Online: You have the option of submitting the final exam essays online via turnitin.com.  Students who do not want to use turnitin.com are welcome to submit the final exam essays in paper in my office.  To use turnitin.com, you will need to establish a user profile with the website.  If you have any problems establishing an account, please let me know well in advance of the due date.  Every internet connection can go down unexpectedly, so you should never wait until the last minute to submit your papers.  Late submissions caused by faulty internet connections will still be treated as late papers.  Make sure you give yourself enough time to find an alternative connection before the submission deadline.  Please review carefully your submission on the website to make sure it is correct.  Lastly, make sure to get a “receipt” from the website to confirm your submission.


Please also read the following statement about www.turnitin.com, which comes from the CSU General Counsel and will apply to this class: 


All submitted papers will be included as source documents in the Turnitin.com reference database solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of such papers.  You may submit your papers in such a way that no identifying information about you is included.  

CLASS SCHEDULE:

Note: You should come to class prepared to discuss the readings listed for that day’s session.  You should also have a paper copy of the readings on hand.  Unless otherwise noted, all assignments are due in paper by the start of class.  

23 September: Class Introduction

28 September: The Origins of the Cold War

“Confrontation and Compromise in the Cold War: James Byrne and Henry A. Wallace,” in John Hollitz and A. James Fuller, Contending Voices: Biographical Explorations of the American Past (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2003), 186-206. [E-Reserve]

Response 1 Due

30 September: Cold War Culture

The Second Red Scare: HUAC Vs. Hollywood, 1947,” in William Bruce Wheeler and Susan D. Becker, eds., Discovering the American Past: A Look at the Evidence, 3rd ed. (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1994), 231-45, 250-54, 261-73, 278-80.  [E-Reserve]

Response 2 Due

5 October: War in Vietnam

“Vietnam and the Downfall of Presidents,” in Elizabeth Cobbs Hoffman and Jon Gjerde, eds., Major Problems in American History, Vol. II, Since 1865 (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2002), 66-85. [E-Reserve]
Response 3 Due

7 October: The Civil Rights Movement 

“History and Popular Memory: The Civil Rights Movement,” in John Hollitz, Thinking Through the Past: A Critical Thinking Approach to U.S. History, Volume II: Since 1865, 2nd ed. (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2001), 245-79. [E-Reserve]
Response 4 Due

12 October: Race and Immigration since 1965

Avila, xiii-xx

Mae M. Ngai, “The Lost Immigration Debate: Border Control Didn't Always Dictate Policy,” Boston Review, September/October 2006. [E-Reserve]

Thomas J. Sugrue, “The Myth of Post-Racial America.” [E-Reserve]

14 October: Race, Conservatism, and Culture in Southern California

Avila, 11-70, 96-105

Response 5 Due
19 October: White Flight and its Discontents in Southern California

Avila, 106-242

Responses 6 and 7 Due
21 October: The Counterculture and “the Sixties”

“The New Radicalism: Politics and Culture in the 1960s,” in Robert Griffith and Paula Baker, eds., Major Problems in American History since 1945: Documents and Essays, 3rd ed. (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2007), 244-79. [E-Reserve]

Response 8 Due

26 October: SPECIAL EVENT: Discussion on the Upcoming Elections

Meet at the University Student Union, Los Angeles Room BC.  This event will run from 4:30 to 6:00.  Be sure to sign in for attendance.

First Essay Due at the Student Union event before 4:30

28 October: The Women’s Movements

Readings on the Women’s Movements (w/ On-line Advertisement Exercise)
Response 9 Due 

2 November: Foreign Policy After Vietnam: The Cold War by Other Means
“Détente, Human Rights, and the Continuation of the Cold War,” in Jeremi Suri, ed., American Foreign Relations since 1898: A Documentary Reader (Malden, MA: Wiley-Blackwell, 2010), 147-78. [E-Reserve]
Response 10 Due 

4 November: Globalization and Free Trade

Alfred E. Eckes, “Trading American Interests,” Foreign Affairs 71 (Fall 1992): 135-54.

Katherine Marsh, “Spring Break in Managua,” Rolling Stone 852 (26 October 2000). 

Response 11 Due 

9 November: Conservatives and Foreign Policy

Andrew Preston, “The Politics of Realism and Religion: Christian Responses to Bush’s New World Order,” Diplomatic History 34 (January 2010): 95-118. [E-Reserve]

Response 12 Due 

11 November: Veterans’ Day –NO CLASS

16 November: Debates in Recent U.S. Foreign Policy

No readings

Second Essay Due

18 November: Can History Help Obama in the Middle East & Afghanistan?

Ussama Makdisi, “‘Anti-Americanism’ in the Arab World: An Interpretation of a Brief History,” Journal of American History 89 (September 2002): 538-57. [E-Reserve]

Readings on Obama and Afghanistan [E-Reserve]

Response 13 Due 

23 November: Poverty, Westward Migration, and the Great Society

Orleck, 1-68

Response 14 Due

25 November: Thanksgiving—NO CLASS

Enjoy your turkey or tofurkey, but also keep reading Orleck.
30 November: Grassroots Activism and Welfare Politics

Orleck 69-278

Responses 15 and 16 Due

2 December: Welfare Politics from the 70s to the Tea Partiers

Orleck, 279-310

Response 17 Due 

9 December: Finals Week Thursday
Take-home final essays due.  Submit either in paper in my office by 7:00 pm, or electronically (without paper copy) by 7:00 pm via turnitin.com.  Please do not send me your final essays as email attachments.

HOW TO INTERPRET PRIMARY SOURCES

A primary source rarely offers a simple and objective depiction of its topic.  Authors might not have revealed all of their motives or thoughts when creating the document.  Conversely, authors might have unconsciously revealed more about their worldview then they originally intended.  This is what makes reading primary sources both fun and challenging.  To get the most from your time spent reading primary sources, use these questions below. Doing so will improve your note-taking and prepare you for class discussions and papers.
1. Context: What kind of person was the author of this source?  Who was the original intended audience for this source?  How did the source reach its audience (e.g. via newspaper, public speech, secret government telegram, etc.)? 

2. Motives in Context: How might the author’s identity, the source’s medium, and its intended audience have affected what the author chose to include or omit from the document?  What were the author’s likely motives in creating this source?  Think of both short-term and long-term motives.  What details in the source provide clues to the author’s possible motives?

3. Argument or Point: What was the main idea that the author was trying to convey?  Imagine that the source has a thesis statement just like a college essay would.  Write down your version of that thesis statement in your notes.

4. Assumptions and Worldview: What kinds of assumptions did the author make?  Did the author make assumptions about groups of people or about how one group relates to another group?  How would you describe the author’s overall outlook on the world (optimistic, pessimistic, nationalistic, racist, anti-racist, militaristic, religious, etc.)?  What specific passages or word choices provide evidence of these assumptions and views?
5. Primary Source Connections: How does this source relate to other primary sources that you have read?  Is it similar or different, and how?  Does this primary source seem more or less reliable when you compare it to other primary sources?

6. Secondary Source Connections: Does this primary source balance or contradict any general ideas or specific claims made by scholars in secondary sources?  Does it seem more or less reliable when you compare it to secondary-source scholarship?  Did the primary-source author leave any conspicuous silences and omissions in the source?  If so, how do those silences help reveal the author’s overall worldview or agenda? 
4

