History 475
Winter 2009





Paper One Assignment 

-due via www.turnitin.com by noon on Thursday, 29 January

Please answer the following question in four to five typed, double-spaced pages (250-300 words per page).  See the end of the syllabus for more guidance on writing essays in this class. 

Question/Prompt: Consider this statement: “The Great Society and the African-American Civil Rights Movement were successful.”  Agree or disagree with this statement, or modify it so you do agree with it.

Tips:

• For purposes of definition, the Great Society refers to the campaign for liberal domestic reforms led by Lyndon Johnson between 1964 and 1968.  For the African-American Civil Rights Movement, you should focus on the period between 1945 and the early 1970s.

• For evidence, your paper should draw on Major Problems chapters 5 & 6, the Shircliffe article, and any relevant material presented in class.  There is no need to conduct outside research.  Instead, work closely with our common materials.  To do well with this assignment, you will have to work hard to incorporate a wide range of examples and brief quotations from the readings while still keeping to the space limit.

• Be sure to present evidence both in support of and against the above generalization, and be sure to explain why you ultimately take the side you do.

• In answering the question, be sure to make clear what you mean by success.  In formulating your answer, it might be helpful to ask yourself: What were the goals of the Great Society and Civil Rights Movement?  Were these goals attained?  Were these goals appropriate or adequate in the first place?  To the extent that these movements were successful, what accounted for their success?  What accounted for their limits or failures?

• So long as you use our class readings, you do not need a formal bibliography.  To show when you are using facts, quotations, or ideas from the readings, you can use a simple parenthetical citation at the end of the relevant sentence in your essay.  For instance: (MP, 205), or (Shircliffe, 62), or, for something presented in class, (class, 1/22).
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