History 475
Winter 2009





Final Exam Assignment 

-due via www.turnitin.com by 10:00pm on Thursday, 19 March

Please answer one of the following two questions in an 8 to 10 page essay (typed, double-spaced pages, about 250-300 words per page). 

Question/Prompt One: Consider this statement: “U.S. foreign policy since 1945 might not have a perfect record, but on the whole, Americans have approached world affairs in a prudent, rational manner, with good intentions and with reasonably laudatory results.”  Agree or disagree with this statement, or modify it so you do agree with it.  For evidence, draw on MP Chapters 2, 9, and 14 and on the various articles from 5 March and 12 March.  Also draw on any relevant material presented in class.

Question/Prompt Two: If you did not know the circumstances of your birth, besides knowing that you would be born in the United States, would you rather have been born…


… in 1929, coming of adult age around 1949,


… in 1949, coming of age around 1969, or


… or in 1989, coming of age today?

Because you do not know what kind of American you would be, consider what life would be like as a man or a woman; as someone rich, poor, or in the middle; as a white person or as a person of color.  For evidence, draw substantially on MP Chapters 11 and 12 and also make use of at least four other MP chapters.  Feel free also to draw on relevant material presented in class.
Tips for Both Questions:

• There is no need to conduct outside research.  Instead, work closely with our common materials.  To do well with this assignment, you will have to work hard to incorporate a wide range of examples and brief quotations from the readings while still keeping to the space limit.

• For each question, be sure to consider opposing points of view and to weave a rebuttal into your analysis.  For instance, if you will argue in Question 1 that U.S. foreign policy has been largely negative, be sure to recognize the strongest arguments one could make on behalf of U.S. policy and explain why that position is not as compelling as your own thesis.  In Question 2, as you defend your position on the best time to be born, also consider the best arguments one could make for the other times and explain why your view is the better one.  Do not save this counter-analysis until the end of the paper, but try to weave it smoothly into your main presentation of evidence.

• So long as you use our class readings, you do not need a formal bibliography.  To show when you are using facts, quotations, or ideas from the readings, you can use a simple parenthetical citation at the end of the relevant sentence in your essay.  For instance: (MP, 205), (Huntington, 29) or, for something presented in class, (class, 2/26).

• Remember to review the syllabus on plagiarism, and don’t forget to read the tips on writing in the syllabus before starting the project.

• Although you may converse with your classmates on general ideas regarding this assignment, this is final exam, and all work (gathering evidence and writing) should be your own.

