History 202A

US Civilization to 1865

Instructor: Birte Pfleger

Office: KHC 4033


Office hours: Tuesdays, Thursdays: 4:30-5:30pm, Thursdays noon-1

Phone: (323) 343-2044
History Department: (323) 343-2020 

http://www.calstatela.edu/academic/history/course.htm
E-mail: bpflege@calstatela.edu



Web address: http://www.calstatela.edu/faculty/bpflege/
Learning, like democracy, is participatory

This lecture and discussion course will explore U.S. history from pre-European contact through the Civil War. In addition to learning about the major events and developments in American history, we will examine how historians think. In the process we will find out who the people living in early America were; where they came from and how lived. We will examine the interactions of different cultural groups with each other, with their environment, and amongst themselves. Topics include slavery, religious practices, women’s roles, political changes and regional distinctions. After analyzing the American Revolution we will focus on how the new nation dealt with growth, industrialization, racism, slavery, reform, the deepening sectional crisis, and ultimately the Civil War. In addition to the textbook we will read a variety of articles and primary sources. (Fulfills GE Requirement: A; American Institutions)

Required Texts:

• James Roark et. al. The American Promise vol. I compact edition (Bedford/St. Martin Press, 2008) available at the university bookstore.

• Course Reader 

Additional assigned readings are available through my website, click on “Links”. The password is “History”.  Please contact me immediately if you have problems accessing the course readings.  You are required to print all assigned readings and bring them to class. 

Grades            

      
Argument Summaries
(5)


25% = 5% each


Brief Analyses (4)



24% = 6% each


Maps (2)                                            

10% = 5 % each

 
Final

                                    

26%  

Attendance & Participation


15%

 (93-100% = A; 92.9-90% = A-; 89.9-87.5%= B+; 87.4 - 83%= B; 82.9.-80% = B-; 79.9-77.5% = C+; 77.4 -73% = C; 72.9-70 = C-; 69.9-60 = D; 60- = F)

Reasonable accommodation will be provided to any student who is registered with the Office of Students with Disabilities and requests needed accommodation.

Assignments: Studying and learning history is not about memorizing dates and facts, but instead it is about reading, analyzing, writing and editing. For that reason most of your assignments focus on these activities. Instructions for all assignments are attached.  Please follow these instructions carefully.  Feel free to contact me if you have any questions after reading the instructions.  Due dates for each assignment are in the schedule below. 

Links to get help completing writing assignments:

http://www.calstatela.edu/centers/write_cn/tutoring.htm
LATE POLICY, CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM, LOST ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADE DISPUTES

All late assignments will be marked down one half grade per day late. I do not accept assignments via email unless there are extenuating circumstances.  All assignments have to be typed. Any cheating or plagiarism may result in a failing grade for the course. 

Links to University policy on plagiarism, cheating and student rights

http://www.calstatela.edu/usu/csi/StudentRights.html
I do not plan to lose assignments. However, it is your responsibility to keep a second copy of your assignments. If I cannot locate a copy of your assignment and you cannot produce a duplicate, then I will have to assume that you did not complete the assignment. If you believe an assignment has been incorrectly graded, you may discuss the matter with me within one week from when the assignment was returned to you. Any assignment on which you ask for re-grading (aside from math error) is as equally likely to be graded down as it is to be graded up.  Also keep in mind that I may react more positively if you have a respectful and courteous attitude. If you believe you have incorrectly received too high a grade, just consider it a cosmic gift.  

Classroom Policies: As a courtesy to others, please:

• turn off your mobile phones 

• unless you have a certified reason for using a laptop, the use of laptops is not permitted

• be in class on time

• if you have to leave early please notify the instructor ahead of time and sit close to the door

• refrain from all other disruptive behavior

• come to class prepared to discuss the assigned readings

Email

You must activate your CSULA e-mail account because I will email lecture outlines, reminders and announcements to the class using only your CSULA email address; please check your email account regularly. You are encouraged to communicate with me via e-mail, please treat email as an extension of my office hours.  Be sure to note History 202A in the subject heading.

January 5:  Introductions 

January 7: How to Read History 

Complete online survey; please email me if you do not receive the link in your email

Comparing Textbooks: First Reading and Critical Analysis Assignment. 
Textbook chapter 1

January 12: American Indians, Europeans and First Contact

Merrell, James H., “The Indians’ New World: The Catawba Experience,” William and Mary Quarterly 41 (1984) 537-565. Argument summary Practice 

January 14: Missionaries and the Environment as Historical Agents

PRIMARY SOURCE: Richard Frethorne’s letter to his father and mother, 1623. George Alsop, “They Live Well in the Time of their Service,” 1663. Brief Analysis Practice

Textbook chapter 2

First Map Assignment

January 19: Furlough Day: No Class

This year across this campus and around the CSU system some class days will be cancelled because of furloughs.  A furlough is mandatory un-paid time off; faculty and staff on each CSU campus are being “furloughed” two days per month. It is important to recognize that these days off are not holidays. Instead, they are concrete examples of how massive state budget cuts have consequences for you as students and for me as a faculty member. The following dates are my furlough days; only January 19th affects our class meetings. January 15, 19, 25; February 19, 24; March 8.

January 21: Africa, Race and Slavery - beginnings

Morgan, Edmund, “Slavery and Freedom: The American Paradox” 

PRIMARY SOURCE: Virginia Laws – excerpts 1642-1705. Brief Analysis
Textbook chapter 3

January 26: Religion 

PRIMARY SOURCE: Genesis 1-4, King James Bible (1800s)

PRIMARY SOURCE: “Iroquois Creation Story” in Carol Klinck, ed. The Journal of Major John Norton, 1816. (1970) 88-91. Brief Analysis comparing creation stories

January 28: Interactions & Conflict: Witchcraft, and Women 

Textbook chapter 4

Karlsen, Carol, “The Economic Basis of Witchcraft,” in Spellbound: Women and Witchcraft in America, Elizabeth Reis, ed. (Scholarly Resources, 1998) 1-24. Argument summary

February 2: Social Life: Courting & Marriage; Sex and Violence

Dayton, Cornelia Hughes, ‘Taking the Trade: Abortion and Gender Relations in an Eighteenth-Century New England Village,” William and Mary Quarterly 48 (1991) 19-49.

Textbook chapter 5

Extra Credit opportunity (2 points): Examination of John Murphy, 1756   - transcribe this primary source - see instructions in your course reader for details
February 4: Masters and Slaves

Breen, Timothy H., “The Symbolic World of the Tobacco Planter,” in Major Problems in American Colonial History (Lexington, 1993) 430-440. Argument summary
PRIMARY SOURCE: Virginia Planter William Byrd’s Diary, Dec 1740 in Another Secret Diary of William Byrd of Westover, ed. Maude Woodfin (Richmond, 1942) 116-124. 

February 9: Anglo-American Colonial Politics

Textbook chapter 6

PRIMARY SOURCE: Declaration of Independence, 1776 (see back of your textbook)
February 11: Revolution and War

Textbook chapter 7 

Nash, Gary, “The Forgotten Experience: Indians, Blacks, and the American Revolution,” in Major Problems in the Era of the American Revolution (Lexington, 1992) 277-283. Argument summary
PRIMARY SOURCE: Petition by Prince Hall for Emancipation of all Slaves, March 1777, Massachusetts Historical Collections, 5th Series, No. 3 (Boston, 1788). 
February 16: Meaning of the new nation

Textbook chapters 8, 9

February 18: The Rise of Northern Capitalism

Wilentz, Sean, "Metropolitan Industrialization" Major Problems in the Early Republic 220-227

Johnson, Paul E., "Class, Liquor, and Reform in Rochester" Major Problems in the Early Republic 448-454. Argument summaries of both articles
Textbook chapter 10

February 23: The Era of the Common Man and Indian Removal

PRIMARY SOURCE Jacksonian America Brief Analysis

Textbook chapter 11

February 25: Manifest Destiny & the Forgotten War

Textbook chapter 12

March 2: Antebellum Slavery

Textbook chapter 13

March 4: The Nat Turner Rebellion

PRIMARY SOURCE: The Nat Turner Slave Revolt: The Confession. Brief Analysis
March 9: The Road to Civil War

Textbook chapter 14

Second Map Assignment

March 11: Civil War & Memory

Textbook chapter 15 

FINAL: Tuesday, March 16, 1:30-4pm

ALL written assignments: I strongly believe that working together produces better writing. You may choose to work with one person in class and turn in one assignment in both of your names.  You will both earn the same grade; be sure to mark your assignment clearly. 

Argument Summaries:

Write a 50-word summary of the main argument made by the author for the following scholarly articles assigned (Merrell (practice), Karlsen, Breen, Nash, Wilentz, Johnson). 
What is in a good argument summary?

You should describe the main point of the article. What is the most important idea that the author is trying to get across? Be sure you don't concentrate on details or on just one section of the article. Words like shows/argues/discusses/analyzes are good action verbs to start your argument summary. A good summary shows that you have read and understand the point of the whole article, rather than parroting back specific details. 
How do I know it is 50 words?

You could count them, or most word processing programs have a "word count" function. (In MS Word it is under the Tools menu.) 
How much can I possibly say in 50 words?

Expressing yourself with few words is a skill. If you have too many words, go back and see if you can cut some out. Can you convey the same ideas as clearly with fewer words? Rank the importance of your statements, and only include the most important. Remember, editing is one of the most important skills in good writing! (59 words)

For instance, if I had to seriously cut down the above paragraph, I might say: 

Concise writing is a skill. Cut less important words and less important phrases. Editing will help you write well! (Only 19 words.)

What makes a good argument summary?

*
Include author's last name (always use the last name, never only the first name) 

*
Include key terms 

*
Identify where, when, who 

*
Summarize overall discussion 

*
Include author's thesis 

*
Write clearly and without excess language (relatively brief sentences, each word counts)

*
50 word limit
2. Brief Analyses

Write a 250-300 word cohesive analysis that addresses the questions attached to each source or set of sources. 

Richard Frethorne’s letter and George Alsop’s letter (Practice), Virginia Laws – excerpts 1642-1705, Genesis 1-4 & “Iroquois Creation Story,” Jacksonian America (choose one of the documents), The Nat Turner Slave Revolt: The Confession

Be sure to address consider the questions listed with each primary source and write a clear, cohesive analysis. Overall questions to consider: What is the main idea?  What are the important points/phrases/words/sentences? Who created this and when?  What type of source is it? 

What is the author’s bias or point of view?  Who is the intended audience?  Why was the source created? Consider the context: What is going on in the world, country, region, or locality when this was created? What other sources (primary or secondary) might help provide answers to this question?  What else do we need to know to better understand the evidence in this source?  How does this connect to what you already know? What contributions does this make to our understanding of history?  

To get a good grade:

    * Write clearly, include word count, edit & proofread

    * You cannot successfully complete these assignment 15 minutes before class. Even though this is a short assignment, you should spend some time figuring out the important points in the source; writing those points up; and editing them to make your analysis is clear and direct. 

3. Maps You can download copies of blank maps on my website. Feel free to use crayons, markers, or any other means to mark off the different areas. Neatness counts somewhat. Consult your textbook for maps to complete the assignment:

1. Colonial Map 

First map complete a blank map to indicate the following:

British Colonies: Write the names (abbreviations are fine) in the appropriate British colony:

Connecticut      New Hampshire           Rhode Island

Delaware          New Jersey                  South Carolina
Georgia            

New York                    Virginia

Maryland          North Carolina
     Massachusetts  
Pennsylvania

British Regions: Now draw lines around each region of British colonies and write in the region's name (in bold below). Historians use these regions to talk about areas in colonial America where colonies shared similar features. There are four regions (three mainland U.S.) and two sub-regions within the South.

New England: NH, MA, CT, RI

Mid-Atlantic: NY, NJ, DE, PA

South: MD, VA, NC, SC, GA


Chesapeake (northern part of the South): MD, VA

Deep South (southern part of the South): NC, SC, GA

West Indies: Islands southeast of Florida (circle the arrow that points toward them)

French and Spanish Presence in 1754: Label the areas where other major European groups explored and colonized. The exact boundaries of these regions changed over time.

2. Map: United States in 1861  

Expansion: Be sure to color code your map according to when territory was added to the US 

Louisiana Purchase
 
Territory ceded by Spain

Territory ceded by Britain, including Oregon Territory (can be marked in one color despite chronological differences)

Texas Annexation

Mexican Cession

Gadsden Purchase

Confederacy: Label by name all states that seceded from the Union.  (You don't need to differentiate between secession before or after Fort Sumter). 

South Carolina, Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, Texas, Virginia, Arkansas, Tennessee, North Carolina

Participation: Participation can take many forms: the most obvious is in-class comments and questions. Some students are particularly good at participating in small group settings. Others may feel uncomfortable speaking in front of classmates; you can still earn a good grade in participation by seeing me during office hours or emailing me your comments or questions throughout the quarter.  Your preparation for class will also be apparent to me when I see that you have actively read the material because you wrote notes on the assigned readings. 

Your expectations- please return this sheet to the instructor

Name: 

Email address:

Please check the grade that you plan to earn in this course (+/- are not addressed here)

__   A  - regular class attendance(missing no more than 1 class)

      -
 complete all assigned readings when they are scheduled 

      -          turn in all assignments on time

      -          written assignments reflect thorough understanding and analysis of material

      -          written assignments are carefully worded, edited and free of errors

      -          in class exams and written assignments earn scores of 90% or above

      -          class participation

__   B   - regular class attendance (missing no more than 3 classes)

      - 
complete most assigned readings when they are scheduled 

      -          turn in all assignments on time

      -          written assignments generally reflect understanding and analysis of material

      -          written assignments are well written with perhaps a few errors

      -          in class exams and written assignments earn scores of 80% or above

      -          class participation

__    C  - regular class attendance (missing no more than 4 classes)

      - 
  complete most assigned readings when they are scheduled 

      -          turn in most assignments on time

      -          written assignments reflect basic understanding of material

      -          written assignments are simply worded and have some errors

      -          in class exams and written assignments earn scores of 70% or above

__   D  - periodic class attendance (missing no more than 5 classes)

      -          complete some assigned readings 

      -          turn in most assignments on time

      -          written assignments reflect basic understanding of material

      -          written assignments are poorly worded and have quite a few errors

      -          in class exams and written assignments earn scores of 60% or above

__   F   - missing more than 5 classes

      -          complete few of the readings and unable to relate readings to lectures

      -          turn in few assignments on time

      -          written assignments do not follow the instructions 

      -          written assignments are poorly worded and do not make sense

      -          in class exams and written assignments earn scores of 50% or above

A pledge of academic honesty

I, ______________________________, promise to adhere to the code of academic honesty.  Everything I produce for this course will be the result of my own efforts.  I will not plagiarize from other sources, I will not copy anyone's work and pass it off as my own.  During in class exams I will not cheat.

_________________________________                              _____________________

                        Signature                                                                     Date

1

