History 202A

US Civilization to 1865

Instructor: Birte Pfleger

Office: KHC 4033


Office hours: Tuesdays 4:00-5:30pm and Thursdays 10:30-11:30pm 

Phone: (323) 343-2044
History Department: (323) 343-2020 

http://www.calstatela.edu/academic/history/course.htm
E-mail: bpflege@calstatela.edu



Web address: http://www.calstatela.edu/faculty/bpflege/
Learning, like democracy, is participatory

The first part of this lecture and discussion course will explore various themes of the colonial period. We will ask who the people living in early America were. Where did they come from and how did they live?  We will examine the interactions of different cultural groups with each other, with their environment, and amongst themselves.  Topics include slavery, religious practices, women’s roles, political changes and growing regional distinctions. The second part of the course will focus on how the new nation dealt with growth, industrialization, racism, slavery, reform, the deepening sectional crisis, which culminated in the Civil War and finally the period of Reconstruction. In addition to the textbook we will read a variety of articles and primary sources. (Fulfills GE Requirement: A; American Institutions)

Required Texts:

• James Roark et. al. The American Promise vol. I compact edition (Bedford/St. Martin Press, 2008) available at the university bookstore.

• Course Reader 

Additional assigned readings are available through e-reserve (from the university library home page click on course materials on reserve; type Hist 202A, click search; click History 202A and electronic reserve; the password is “History”.  Please contact me immediately if you have problems accessing the course readings.  You are required to print all assigned readings and bring them to class. 

http://www.calstatela.edu/library/opac/reserves.html
Grades            

      
Reading Journal



25%

            Maps (2)                                            

10% = 5 % each

            Midterm (in-class)                              

25% 

            Final (in-class)                                    
25%  


Class participation



15%

 (93-100% = A; 92.9-90% = A-; 89.9-87.5%= B+; 87.4 - 83%= B; 82.9.-80% = B-; 79.9-77.5% = C+; 77.4 -73% = C; 72.9-70 = C-; 69.9-60 = D; 60- = F)

ASSIGNMENTS

Instructions for the reading journal and maps are attached.  Please follow these instructions carefully.  Feel free to contact me if you have any questions after reading the instructions.  Dues dates for each assignment are in the schedule below.  The in-class midterm and final will consist of a few short answer questions and some 2-3 paragraph, short essays pertaining to readings, lectures and films. Both in-class exams will include map tests similar to the maps you are asked to complete at home for map assignments #1 and 2.

Links to get help completing writing assignments:

http://www.calstatela.edu/centers/write_cn/tutoring.htm
LATE POLICY, CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM, LOST ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADE DISPUTES

All late assignments will be marked down one half grade per day late.  I do not accept late assignments more than one class meeting after the original due date. I do not accept assignments via email unless there are extenuating circumstances.  All assignments have to be typed.  Any cheating or plagiarism may result in the failure of the course. 

Links to University policy on plagiarism, cheating and student rights

http://www.calstatela.edu/centers/write_cn/plagiarism.htm
http://www.calstatela.edu/usu/csdp/StudentRights.html
I do not plan to lose assignments. However, it is your responsibility to keep a second copy of your assignments.  If I cannot locate a copy of your assignment and you cannot produce a duplicate, then I will have to assume that you did not complete the assignment. 

If you believe an assignment has been incorrectly graded, you may discuss the matter with me within one week from when the assignment was returned to you.  Any assignment on which you ask for re-grading (aside from math error) is as equally likely to be graded down as it is to be graded up.  Also keep in mind that I may react more positively if you have a respectful and courteous attitude. If you believe you have incorrectly received too high a grade, just consider it a cosmic gift.  

CLASSROOM POLICY: As a courtesy to others, PLEASE:

• turn off your mobile phones and pagers

• be in class on time

• if you have to leave early please notify the instructor ahead of time and sit close to the door

• refrain from all other disruptive behavior

• come to class prepared to discuss the assigned readings AND bring your i>clicker.

EMAIL

You should obtain an e-mail account (if you do not already have one).  The university provides this service free of charge.  You are encouraged to communicate with the instructor via e-mail, please treat email as an extension of my office hours.  Be sure to note our course number: History 202A in the subject heading.

September 18:  Introduction; How to View Colonial History

September 23: American Indians

Textbook chapter 1

September 25: Europeans and first contact

Merrell, James H., “The Indians’ New World: The Catawba Experience,” William and Mary Quarterly 41 (1984) 537-565.

September 30: Missionaries and the Environment as Historical Agent

Brown, Kathleen, "The Anglo-Indian Gender Frontier," In Negotiators of Change, 26-48.

PRIMARY: Richard Frethorne’s letter to his father and mother, 1623”

PRIMARY: “The Well-Baked Man,” American Indian Myths and Legends, Richard Erdoes and Alfonso Ortiz, eds. (NY, 1984) 46-7. 

Textbook chapter 2

FIRST MAP ASSIGNMENT DUE

October 2: Africa, Race and Slavery - beginnings

Textbook chapter 3

Morgan, Edmund, “Slavery and Freedom: The American Paradox” 

PRIMARY: Transcript on Slavery, 1700s.

October 7: Interactions & Conflict: Witchcraft and Women 

Textbook chapter 4

Karlsen, Carol, “The Economic Basis of Witchcraft,” in Spellbound: Women and Witchcraft in America, Elizabeth Reis, ed. (Scholarly Resources, 1998) 1-24.

October 9: Religion 

PRIMARY: Genesis 1-4, King James Bible (1800s)

PRIMARY: “Iroquois Creation Story” in Carol Klinck, ed. The Journal of Major John Norton, 1816. (1970) 88-91.

October 14: Social Life: Courting & Marriage; Sex and Violence

Dayton, Cornelia Hughes, ‘Taking the Trade: Abortion and Gender Relations in an Eighteenth-Century New England Village,” William and Mary Quarterly 48 (1991) 19-49.

Textbook chapter 5

Extra Credit opportunity (2 points): Examination of John Murphy, 1756   - transcribe this primary source - see instructions in your course reader for details

October 16: Masters and Slaves

Breen, Timothy H., “The Symbolic World of the Tobacco Planter,” in Major Problems in American Colonial History (Lexington, 1993) 430-440.

PRIMARY: Virginia Planter William Byrd’s Diary, Dec 1740 in Another Secret Diary of William Byrd of Westover, ed. Maude Woodfin (Richmond, 1942) 116-124

October 21: Anglo-American Colonial Politics

Textbook chapter 6

PRIMARY: Declaration of Independence, 1776 (see back of your textbook)

October 23: Revolution and War

Textbook chapter 7 

Nash, Gary, “The Forgotten Experience: Indians, Blacks, and the American Revolution,” in Major Problems in the Era of the American Revolution (Lexington, 1992) 277-283.

PRIMARY: Constitution of the United States of America, 1789 (see back of your textbook)

PRIMARY: Petition by Prince Hall for Emancipation of all Slaves, March 1777, Massachusetts Historical Collections, 5th Series, No. 3 (Boston, 1788)

October 28: In class midterm
October 30: Constitution & meaning of the new nation

Textbook chapters 8, 9

November 4: The Rise of Northern Capitalism

Wilentz, Sean, "Metropolitan Industrialization" Major Problems in the Early Republic 220-227

Johnson, Paul E., "Class, Liquor, and Reform in Rochester" Major Problems in the Early Republic 448-454.

Textbook chapter 10

November 6: The Era of the Common Man and Indian Removal

PRIMARY: President Jackson's Indian Removal Act, 1830

Textbook chapter 11

November 13: Manifest Destiny & the Forgotten War

Textbook chapter 12

November 11: Veteran’s Day. No Class

November 18: Antebellum Slavery and the Nat Turner Rebellion

PRIMARY: The Nat Turner Slave Revolt: The Confession

Textbook chapter 13

November 20: The Road to Civil War

Textbook chapter 14

SECOND MAP DUE

November 25: Civil War & Memory

Textbook chapter 15 

Faust, Drew Gilpin, "Altars of Sacrifice: Confederate Women and the Narratives of War" Journal of American History, 1200-1228.

FINAL: Tuesday, December 2, 10:45-1:15
Your expectations- please return this sheet to the instructor

Name: 

Email address:

Please check the grade that you plan to earn in this course (+/- are not addressed here)

__   A  - regular class attendance(missing no more than 1 class)

      -
 complete all assigned readings when they are scheduled 

      -          turn in all assignments on time

      -          written assignments reflect thorough understanding and analysis of material

      -          written assignments are carefully worded, edited and free of errors

      -          in class exams and written assignments earn scores of 90% or above

      -          class participation

__   B   - regular class attendance (missing no more than 3 classes)

      - 
complete most assigned readings when they are scheduled 

      -          turn in all assignments on time

      -          written assignments generally reflect understanding and analysis of material

      -          written assignments are well written with perhaps a few errors

      -          in class exams and written assignments earn scores of 80% or above

      -          class participation

__    C  - regular class attendance (missing no more than 4 classes)

      - 
  complete most assigned readings when they are scheduled 

      -          turn in most assignments on time

      -          written assignments reflect basic understanding of material

      -          written assignments are simply worded and have some errors

      -          in class exams and written assignments earn scores of 70% or above

__   D  - periodic class attendance (missing no more than 5 classes)

      -          complete some assigned readings 

      -          turn in most assignments on time

      -          written assignments reflect basic understanding of material

      -          written assignments are poorly worded and have quite a few errors

      -          in class exams and written assignments earn scores of 60% or above

__   F   - missing more than 5 classes

      -          complete few of the readings and unable to relate readings to lectures

      -          turn in few assignments on time

      -          written assignments do not follow the instructions 

      -          written assignments are poorly worded and do not make sense

      -          in class exams and written assignments earn scores of 50% or above

A pledge of academic honesty

I, ______________________________, promise to adhere to the code of academic honesty.  Everything I produce for this course will be the result of my own efforts.  I will not plagiarize from other sources, I will not copy anyone's work and pass it off as my own.  During in class exams I will not cheat.

_________________________________                              _____________________

                        Signature                                                                     Date
1

