History 501: History & Theory

Winter 2010

Instructor: Birte Pfleger

Office: KHC 4033       

Office hours: Tuesdays, Thursdays: 4:30-5:30pm, Thursdays noon-1

Phone: (323) 343-2044 

History Department: (323) 343-2020

http://www.calstatela.edu/academic/history/course.htm 

E-mail: bpflege@calstatela.edu             

Web address: http://www.calstatela.edu/faculty/bpflege/ 

In this course we will analyze different theories and approaches to writing history, ranging from viewing history as a craft to history as post-structural discourses. The assigned readings do not represent a complete spectrum of the various approaches to history in the twentieth century but they are intended as an introduction to the many ways in which history is written. The course objective is to analyze and critique these approaches to history and to understand their particular appeal. (This is a required course for all graduate students.)

Grade:

Class participation


20%

Analytical Reviews  
8@10% = 80% 

(93-100% = A; 92.9-90% = A-; 89.9-87.5%= B+; 87.4 - 83%= B; 82.9.-80% = B-; 79.9-77.5% = C+; 77.4 -73% = C; 72.9-70 = C-; 69.9-60 = D; 60- = F)

Reasonable accommodation will be provided to any student who is registered with the Office of Students with Disabilities and requests needed accommodation.

Expectations

•  To be eligible for full credit you must complete assigned readings before class, arrive to class on time and participate actively in class discussions every week.  Please email me if you are unable to attend class. Absences will affect your grade. 

• Write 2-3 page (12 point Times font, double-spaced, one-inch margins, separate cover sheet, numbered pages) analytical reviews of the assigned books. Reviews are due at the beginning of class.  Please read the book review instruction handout. Eight of your book reviews will count toward your final grade. You may skip one review or make up for one with the lowest score.

•All late assignments will be penalized one letter grade.  Please notify me if you are unable to turn in an assignment on time.

• Please read the university policy on plagiarism 

http://www.calstatela.edu/centers/write_cn/plagiarism.htm
Schedule

January 7: Introductions

January 14: Meet the author

Professor Eileen Luhr

Eileen Luhr, Witnessing Suburbia; Conservatives and Christian Youth Culture (University of California Press, 2009)

January 21: Historians and Objectivity

Professor Stan Burstein

Neville Morley, Writing Ancient History (Cornell University Press, 1999)

January 28: Theories, Paradigms and Revolutions
Thomas Kuhn, The Structure of Scientific Revolutions, Third Edition. (University of Chicago Press, 1996)
February 4: Social History 

Laurel Thatcher Ulrich, A Midwife’s Tale; The Life of Martha Ballard (Vintage, 1991)

February 11: Marxism in Action
Christine Stansell, City of Women (University of Chicago Press, 1992)
February 18: Foucault

Michel Foucault, The History of Sexuality; An Introduction, Volume I (Vintage, 1990)
February 25: Foucault Applied

Judith Walkowitz, City of Dreadful Delight; Narratives of Danger in Late-Victorian London (University of Chicago Press, 1992)

March 4: Nationalism

Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities (Verso, 2006)

March 11: Environmental History

Elinor G.K. Melville, A Plague of Sheep; Environmental consequences of the conquest of Mexico (Cambridge University Press, 1994, reprinted 1997)
This year across this campus and around the CSU system some class days will be cancelled because of furloughs.  A furlough is mandatory un-paid time off; faculty and staff on each CSU campus are being “furloughed” two days per month. It is important to recognize that these days off are not holidays. Instead, they are concrete examples of how massive state budget cuts have consequences for you as students and for me as a faculty member.

The following dates are my furlough days; they do not affect our class meetings.

January 15, 19, 25; February 19, 24; March 8.

