Review Question Answers for Web-Based Application Development

Chapter 4
Review Questions

1. What does HTML stand for?
HyperText Markup Language

2. What are the current and developing versions of HTML?
HTML/4 is the current version, and HTML/5 is a proposed standard.

3. What is the difference between HTML and XHTML?
XHTML is a version of HTML that is based on XML. Each XHTML document is a well-formed XML document also. Much of the syntax is the same, however.

4. What are the differences between the three versions of XHTML/1?
· Strict: is restricted to official HTML syntax

· Traditional: more liberal, including obsolete and informally developed syntax

· Frameset: allows the use of HTML Frames, which divide the browser window

5. The first two entries in an XHTML document begin with <? And <!.  What do these entries include?
· The first indicates the XML version and character encoding of the document

· The second defines the XML document type (e.g., XHTML/1-Strict)

6. What is a closing tag? 
A closing tag terminates an HTML element. It is indicated by a leading '/', e.g., "</p>".

7. What is an empty tag?
An empty tag has no content. It both opens and closes an HTML element. It is indicated by a trailing '/', for example, "<br />".

8. What is the difference between a relative and an absolute URL in a hyperlink, in terms of how the server will interpret them?
A resource identified by a relative URL is assumed to be in the same directory as the current document or subordinate to it in the server's document directory structure. An absolute URL is interpreted independently of the current document. 

9. What is the standard default document name, and what is its significance to the server?
Most web servers use "index.html" as the default document name, though other names may be configured instead. When an HTTP request corresponds to the name of a directory in the web server's resource file structure, the default document name is used to identify the particular file within that directory that will be returned.

10. What does the action property of an HTML Form specify?
The action property identifies the resource that will be requested when the form is submitted.

11. How are the GET and POST methods different and what is the proper use of each?
The GET method should be used to request a resource to be returned, for example a document or the results of a search. The POST method should be used to submit data for processing, for example a form or login credentials.

12. What does CSS stand for?
Cascading Style Sheets

13. What are the current and developing versions of CSS?
CSS/2.1 is current, but is not implemented completely by all browsers.

14. What are the three different ways in which style elements can be defined for a document?
· in-line style specification

· internal style sheet

· external style sheet(s)

15. What are the elements of a style rule?
A selector and a property block, which consists of pairs of property names and values

16. What are the appropriate uses of internal style declarations?
For small independent web pages, or where a general style needs to be overridden in a specific case.

17. When a document is governed by conflicting style rules, how is the conflict resolved?
The closer a rule is to the element to which it applies the higher its precedence (in-line, internal, then external). 
