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Course Contents
This course provides an overview over the major political institu​tions, processes, and principles associated with the American federal government and California state government.  The course covers the historical develop​ment, constitutional framework, three branches of government, voting, elections, interest groups, media, theories of political power, as well as issues of diversity both at the national level and in California.  The course satisfies the state mandate to educate all California college students in the U.S. Constitution and state government.  It also is a basic require​ment of the GE program and the foundation for the political science major.

Service Learning  

In addition to the traditional course contents, this section of POLS 150 includes a service learning component.  This means:

· The in-class learning is supplemented with community service in the form of volunteer work at an advocacy organization or in the field office of an elected official.  

· Students will form teams of two or three individuals and select an organization from the list provided. 

· The service learning activity starts on Jan. 29 and ends March 5.  Other starting and completion dates are acceptable, but require mine and the agency’s approval.

· Students are asked to keep a journal, in which you record your service-learning activities and observations.

Overall 18 hours of the in-class and study time are devoted to service learning.  As the term implies, service learning does not only mean “service,” but also “learning.”   This is achieved by reflecting on the larger meaning of advocacy work and constituency service in the context of the American political system and civic culture.  You will be asked to share your observations and insights with your class mates, using the concepts and theories learned in the course.  Please maintain a professional demeanor at all times.  Especially do not gossip about your agency and the people with whom you come in contact. 

Class Format
Some of the course material will be presented in lecture form.  But the class is sufficiently small that much of the learning can occur through questions and answers and in the form of discussions.  For this format to be enjoyable and to succeed, students have to keep up with the required reading, plus follow current political develop​ments by reading a daily newspaper and watching appropriate TV programs.

Course Objectives
1. To provide information about the government of the United States and California (informative component).

2. To help students learn the concepts and theories with which to analyze the political institutions and processes at the federal and state levels (conceptual and analytical component).

3. To enable students to evaluate information about political issues critically (critical component).

4. To encourage students to think constructively about political developments (creative component).

5. To enable students to participate in public affairs in an informed and responsible manner (moral component).

At a more practical level, the aim of the course is:

· To encourage life-long learning about government and politics by making the politi​cal news more transparent.

· To encourage life-long participation in politics.

· The service-learning component in particular is supposed to promote a sense of political empowerment and encourage future civic engagement. 

Required Books
Dye, Thomas & Zeigler, Harmon.  The Irony of Democracy.  An Uncommon Introduction to American Politics, 12th ed.  Belmont, CA:  Wadsworth/Thomson Learning, 2003.

Lawrence, David.  California.  The Politics of Diversity, 3rd ed.  Belmont, CA:  Wadsworth/Thomson Learning, 2003.

Recommended Learning Activities
· Reading articles in newspapers and news magazines, such as Time Magazine or Newsweek, about the issues covered in class; 

· Watching the News Hour with Jim Lehrer on KCET at 6 pm;

· Also on KCET, Washington Week in Review on Friday evening at 8:00 pm;

· On Adelphia cable, Week in Review and other programs; 

· Other in-depth coverage of political affairs.

Grading Procedure 

The final letter grade, including +/- sign, will be based on:

1. In-class midterm exam:  short-answer questions involving a newspaper article, the required readings, and class notes (open book, open notes), about 25%;

2. In-class final exam:  same as midterm, about 25%;

3. Evaluation by service-learning organization and journal, about 25%;

4. Class attendance and participation, about 25%.


Test material will come from the required reading and class lectures.  Make-up exams will be granted for valid excuses, but documenta​tion is required.

For students with protected disabilities, CSLA provides certain accommodations.  Please see me during my office hours to request such an accommodation.  Further information may also be obtained  from the General Catalog. Cal State LA 2001-03, pp. 80-81.  To receive information about possible certification, contact the Office of Students with Disabilities, Student Affairs 115, Tel. (213) 343-3140, TDD 3139. 

Resources for Study and Research

· NIS Account:  To use the on-campus computer capabilities or dial in via a modem, students need to get a so-called NIS account, available in King Hall D140.

· Comprehensive Study Guide:  <www.iss.stthomas.edu/studyguides>. 

· Writing Manual:  Hacker, Diana.  A Pocket Style Manual, 3rd sprl ed.  Boston:  Bedford Books, 2001.

· Search engine:  www.google.com

· Government web sites:  Federal <www.whitehouse.gov>




      State     <www.ca.gov>




      Local    <www.lacity.org>  and  <www.co.la.ca.us>

Weekly Schedule
	Week
	Day
	Date & Time
	Assignment
	Topics

	  1.
	Mon

Wed
	Jan.   6, 2:30-4:10 PM

Jan.   8, 2:30-4:10 PM
	D & Z, Chs. 1-3
	· Course introduction

· Workshop on résumé writing

· The “irony of democracy”

· The founding fathers and the evolution of American elites

	  2.
	Mon

Wed
	Jan. 13, 2:30-4:10 PM

Jan. 15, 2:30-4:10 PM
	D & Z, Chs. 4-6

D & Z, Chs. 7-9
	· Elites and ordinary people in the American political system

· Political parties, elections, and organized interests

	  3.
	Mon

Wed
	Jan. 20, no class

Jan. 22, 2:30-4:10 PM
	D & Z, Chs. 10-11
	MLK, Jr.’s Birthday

· The President and the federal bureaucracy

	  4.
	Mon

Wed
	Jan. 27, 2:30-4:10 PM

Jan. 29, 1:30-4:30 PM
	D & Z, Ch. 12

Journal Entry
	· The Congress

Service-learning work

	  5.
	Mon

Wed
	Feb.   3, 2:30-4:10 PM

Feb.   5, 1:30-4:30 PM
	In-class 

Journal Entry
	Midterm exam

Service-learning work

	  6.
	Mon

Wed
	Feb. 10, 2:30-4:10 PM

Feb. 12, 1:30-4:30 PM
	D & Z, Chs. 13 & 15

Journal Entry
	· The U.S. Supreme Court and the civil rights movement

Service-learning work

	  7.
	Mon

Wed
	Feb. 17, 2:30-4:10 PM

Feb. 19, 1:30-4:30 PM
	D & Z, Chs. 14

& 16

Journal Entry
	· American federalism

· The policy-making process

Service-learning work

	  8.
	Mon

Wed
	Feb. 24, 2:30-4:10 PM

Feb. 26, 1:30-4:30 PM
	L, Part 1

Journal Entry
	· The foundations of California politics

Service-learning work

	  9.
	Mon

Wed
	Mar.   3, 2:30-4:10 PM

Mar.   5, 1:30-4:30 PM
	L, Part 2 

Journal Entry
	· Political participation in California

Service-learning work

	10.
	Mon

Wed
	Mar. 10, 2:30-4:10 PM

Mar. 12, 2:30-4:10 PM
	L, Part 3

L, Part 4
	· Political institutions in California

· Public policy in California

	11.
	Mon


	Mar. 17, 1:30-4:00 PM
	In-class
	Final exam
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